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A NECESSITY, NOT A LUXURY: 
HOW PUBLIC-PRIVATE 
PARTNERSHIPS ARE 
EXTENDING BROADBAND 
ACCESS TO RURAL AREAS 

Reprinted with permission from Prairie Business Magazine – 
www.prairiebusinessmagazine.com 

HERREID, S.D. – At the weekly Herreid Livestock Auction here, area ranchers 
no longer see as many cattle buyers checking out the cattle as the animals 
move through the ring. 

“We’ve still got 12, 15, 18 buyers there, but it’s not like it used to be,” says Joe 
Vetter, auction co-manager. 

But the buyers really are there in a virtual sense. They’ve simply arrived via the 
fiber telecommunications routes of America instead of the Interstates and two-
lane highways. 

Thanks to high-speed Internet, the buyers study video of the auction and buy 
cattle at every sale. 

“You never meet them. They bid online, and the cattle go wherever they’re at. 
They could be at their feedlots in Minnesota, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Texas, 
Oklahoma – anywhere,” Vetter says. 

“Technology has changed the world.” 

RURAL BROADBAND 

Including the rural-economy world, and the technology that has changed that 
world is broadband. Broadband means producers who had been used to doing 
business within a radius of 50 or 100 miles now can participate in a worldwide 
economy, said David Crothers, executive vice president of the Mandan, N.D.-
based Broadband Association of North Dakota. 

And of vital importance is the fact that North Dakota, South Dakota and 
Minnesota all are making progress in providing broadband services, despite vast 
areas in all three states where few people live. 

BroadbandNow.com, a comparison and research website, said nearly 95 percent 
of North Dakotans, nearly 92 percent of Minnesotans and nearly 90 percent 
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DATES TO REMEMBER
BEK BILL PAYMENTS ARE DUE ON  
THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH

MAY 7
NORTH DAKOTA LONG TERM CARE 
ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 
IN BISMARCK

MAY 10
MILITARY SPOUSE APPRECIATION DAY 

MAY 12
MOTHER’S DAY

MAY 18
ARMED FORCES DAY 
BUCKS COOP NIGHT
TUSCON SUGAR SKULLS @ BISMARCK 
BUCKS

MAY 24
BISMARCK BUCKS @ IOWA 
BARNSTORMERS

MAY 27
MEMORIAL DAY

JUNE 1
GREEN BAY BLIZZARD @ BISMARCK 
BUCKS

JUNE 6
D DAY, WWII

JUNE 7
BISMARCK BUCKS @ QUAD CITY 
STEAMWHEELERS

JUNE 13
BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE 
ANNUAL MEETING

JUNE 15
BISMARCK BUCKS @ SIOUX FALLS 
STORM

JUNE 16
FATHER’S DAY

JUNE 21
SUMMER SOLSTICE 

JULY 15
COMMON CENTS APPLICATIONS DUE 

BEK COMMUNICATIONS DONATION AND 
SPONSORSHIP REQUEST FORM CAN BE 
FOUND AT BEKTEL.COM/DONATIONS



F R O M  T H E  C E O

DERRICK BULAWA 
Chief Executive Officer 

AS THE INTERNET GROWS, 
SO DOES BEK FIBER 

At BEK Communications, we often say we design and build every part of our 
BEK Fiber network to handle your needs today and tomorrow. But what does that 
mean exactly? How much can your data usage really change over the years? You 
might be surprised. 

Think of a small piece of data represented as a raindrop. On its own, it feels tiny 
and insignificant. But they add up quickly. Tens of thousands of drops will fill 
a gallon jug. A million drops fill a bathtub. If you jump up to a billion, it would 
require several swimming pools to contain it. Internet growth works the same 
way. 

In 1990, nearly thirty years ago, there were fewer than three million people on the 
internet. Most traffic between connected computers was simple text and flowed 
freely through phone lines. Websites and browsers were still being invented. 

Ten years later in 2000, there were already over 400 million internet users. A 
short five years later in 2005 there were just over one billion users. By this time 
BEK had already studied the trends and jumped at the chance to build fiber-to-
the-home (FTTH). We were the first North Dakota cooperative to do so. 

Today there are nearly 3.5 billion people on the internet. Websites are more 
advanced and interactive than ever. Devices like business phones, surveillance 
cameras, and home automation all connect to the internet, passing data back and 
forth. Even your cell phones rely on fiber-optic connections that feed cellular 
towers. 

In 2004, when BEK started building FTTH, nobody knew what today’s internet 
would look like. We didn’t know Netflix would grow from online DVD rentals to 
a massive content creation and streaming delivery company. Nobody predicted 
the explosion of social media communities like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 
Snapchat. 

What will the internet look like in another twenty years? We have no idea. Faster, 
smarter computers, televisions and cell phones are a sure bet. We almost certainly 
will use more connected devices with more variety, including smart vehicles and 
home appliances to automate our lives.

The world is awash in data, with no signs of slowing down. Telecommunications 
cooperatives play a vital role in moving those bits and bytes around the world. 
Our promise to you is a BEK Fiber network that stays ahead of the connected 
world for decades to come. Whatever the future holds, BEK is ready. 
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The BEK Beacon is a bimonthly newsletter 
published by BEK Communications,  
© 2019. It is distributed without charge 
to all customers.

BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE 
was founded in 1952 as a local 
telecommunications cooperative serving 
Burleigh, Emmons and Kidder Counties. 
Since then, we’ve invested in state-of-the-
art infrastructure, developed new products 
and services, and expanded to serve new 
areas. BEK has changed quite a bit in 67 
years, but we’re still a small-town 
cooperative at heart.

BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE 
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LIFELINE SERVICE: DO YOU QUALIFY? 
Lifeline is a government assistance program that can help pay a portion of 
your telephone, mobile phone or internet bill each month.  

Consumers are allowed only one Lifeline program benefit  per household. 
Stay connected with a Lifeline discount.  

APPLY TODAY!
Lifeline is a federal program to help low-income Americans pay for phone or 
broadband service. 

HOW MUCH WILL LIFELINE SAVE ME? 
 If you qualify for Lifeline, you will receive a credit of $9.25 each month on   
 your bill.

WHAT SERVICES ARE COVERED BY THIS CREDIT? 
 You have the choice (where applicable) of applying your benefit to one of   
 three types of service offerings1 : 

  • Fixed or mobile broadband  
• Fixed or mobile voice-only 
• Bundles of fixed or mobile voice and broadband 

CAN I RECEIVE MORE THAN ONE LIFELINE CREDIT? 

 No, consumers are allowed only one Lifeline program benefit per    
 household.  

HOW DO I QUALIFY? 
 You are eligible for Lifeline benefits if you qualify for and receive one of   
 the following benefits2 : 

  • Supplemental Nutrition Assitance Program (SNAP)  
• Medicaid  
• Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
• Federal Public Housing Assistance (FPHA) 
• The Veteran’s Pension or Survivor’s Pension benefit. 

 Additionally, consumers at or below 135 percent of the Federal Poverty 
 Guidelines will continue to be eligible for a Lifeline program benefit. (State 
 determinations of income will no longer be accepted.) There are no 
 changes to the eligibility criteria for Tribal programs.  

HOW DO I ENROLL IN THE LIFELINE PROGRAM AND START 
 RECEIVING THIS BENEFIT? 

 To find out whether you qualify for Lifeline assistance, please visit   
 www.lifelinesupport.org or call your local telecommunications provider3. 

1  Lifeline can only be used for one source of communication from  the listed services. 
2  Some states have additional qualifying programs, allowances and stipulations. Check with 
 your local telecommunications provider for information about benefits that may be   
 available in your state. 
3   Your telephone company is not responsible for determining who qualifies for these programs 
 or who receives assistance. Consumers must meet specific criteria in order to obtain 
 assistance with their local telephone and/or broadband service, and qualifying is dependent 
 upon government-established guidelines. 
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A  N E C E S S I T Y,  N O T  A  L U X U R Y  C O N T ’ D

of South Dakotans have access to wired broadband of 25 
megabits per second or faster. 

That isn’t as meaningful as it might appear, given that 
most of the population lives in urban areas. But even in 
South Dakota, which trails Minnesota and North Dakota in 
broadband rollout, the South Dakota Telecommunications 
Association reports that rural providers in the state are 
already reaching more than 65 percent of their customers’ 
homes or businesses with broadband. 

Real challenges remain. In the SDTA’s recent report, 
South Dakota ranked 35th among the 50 states in average 
download times, meaning it takes roughly twice as long 
to download a high-definition movie in South Dakota as it 
does in first-place Rhode Island. 

Still, many small communities have made impressive 
gains, thanks in part to cooperatives and small telephone 
companies that are investing in rural America. That 
includes American Indian communities on reservations, 
some of which are doing well. 

A case in point is the Cheyenne River Indian Reservation 
in South Dakota, where the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 
Telephone Authority – formed in 1958 as the first tribally 
owned telephone company in the nation – finished rolling 
out broadband in 2016. 

“We had an old copper network that was 35-plus years old. 
Obviously, we had to do something,” says Mona Thompson, 
general manager for the tribal telephone authority. 

“Fiber was our answer.” 

 

GOVERNMENT HELP 

But the way broadband got to those reservation areas in 
Dewey and Ziebach counties is a lesson in what works 
for rural America. For it was a local telephone company – 
the tribal authority in this case – that had been providing 
telephone service for decades that stepped up to install 
fiber for high-speed telecommunications. 

And it did so with the help of the federal government, 
which loaned money for the project through the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Rural Utility Service. 

Other federal programs, such as the Federal 
Communications Commission’s Universal Service Fund, 
help support other telephone cooperatives or independent 
telephone companies. 

Without such assistance, those in the industry say, it would 
be very difficult to serve sparsely populated pockets of the 
Great Plains. 

Here’s why the help is required. Last year, the South Dakota 
Telecommunications Association – which has 18 member 
companies – calculated that it costs an average of $16,000 
per mile to install “backbone fiber” in rural South Dakota, 
compared to an average of $60,000 per mile in Sioux Falls, 
the state’s largest city. 

But that’s not the bargain for rural areas as it first appears. 
As the SDTA report points out, the Sioux Falls metro 
area has 2,490 residents per square mile compared to 
4.48 residents per square mile in the area served by the 
association’s 18 member companies. 

The cost to bring fiber to rural South Dakota is an average 
$3,571 per resident compared to $25.54 per resident in Sioux 
Falls. 

Bottom line? Companies will reap a much greater return 
on investment in urban areas. And that means government 
help is vital in ensuring timely upgrades in rural areas. 

“I think what makes the business model work is the fact 
that a number of our companies – actually all of our 
companies – receive some level of federal Universal Service 

“In many instances, county governments 
have offered financial support to the local 

co-ops, in the form of grants and loans,  
to connect their rural residents with  

high-quality fiber networks.”

continued from page 1
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Fund support because they serve ‘high-cost areas,’” says 
Greg Dean, director of industry relations for the SDTA. 

County as well as state governments also are pitching in. 
“Over the past few years, several counties in Minnesota 
have partnered with local electric and telephone 
cooperatives to expand high-quality Internet access 
as an economic development strategy,” reported Katie 
Kienbaum, research associate with the Community 
Broadband Networks Initiative of the Institute for Local 
Self-Reliance, in December. 

“In many instances, county governments have offered 
financial support to the local co-ops, in the form of 
grants and loans, to connect their rural residents with 
high-quality fiber networks, often supplementing federal 
subsidies or statewide Minnesota Border-to-Border 
Broadband Development grants.” 

These efforts plus multi-million dollar investments by 
Internet providers such as Arvig, Midco and Dakota 
Carrier Network mean more and more rural customers 
can access high-speed service. 

North Dakota is “within seeing distance” of having no 
gaps in coverage, said Todd Domres, DCN’s director 
of sales and business development for the network, to 
Forum News Service earlier this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Whether that takes months or years to accomplish will 
depend on continued investment and emerging 

technologies,” Forum News Service reported. 

Said Domres, “I think you’ve got the hard part done” with 
existing technology. 

FLAT LAND VS. UPHILL 

Erica Hager, owner of a company called Bison Booties that 
she started 8½ years ago, is another reminder of why all 
of this matters. Hager runs her business from rural North 
Dakota, but she’s anything but landlocked. The footwear 
that she designed for her own children when they were 
infants now has a global market. 

She’s shipped product to all 50 states and 18 countries. 

“I connect with the world from my rural Mandan house,” 
Hager said. 

Could she have done it without the Internet? Specifically, 
the kind of high-speed Internet that a fiber connection 
makes possible? 

“It definitely would be much more of a challenge for me in 
my business,” said Hager. 

“Think of it like running on flat land compared to running 
up a hill. It would be holding your business back. There’s 
no way you could keep up without that faster Internet 
service. It’s not a luxury anymore, it’s a necessity.” 
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2019 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

BEK Communications received a total 
of 40 scholarship applications from high 
school seniors throughout BEK’s service 
area. Congratulations to these nine  
$500 scholarship winners!

SHANNON BRYN
Barnes Co. North High 
School

ISAAC GROSS
Napoleon High School

KAELIE DAWN 
KOSIAK
Wishek High School

KADEN STROM
Legacy High School

VERONICA 
SCHWARTZENBERGER
Napoleon High School

MORGAN DUTTON
Kidder County High 
School

MCKENNA RAE 
JOHNSON
Napoleon High School

TYLER LONG
Napoleon High School

MARRIANN SENFTNER
St. Mary’s High School



 103 Salon & Boutique 475-4768 Steele 
 AGRI Valley Insurance 633-5106 Buffalo
 Bank North 633-5106 Buffalo
 Boschee, Larry 423-5574 Zeeland
 Dagley, Micael 415-0324 New Salem
 Haag, Katherina 452-4647 Wishek 
 Horner Kevin 332-6402 Napoleon
 

Lentz, Robert 490-3226 Valley City
Margaret Fraase Public Library 633-6315 Buffalo
Smith, David J. 336-7759 Hague
Thorpe, Roderick 327-8196 Tappen

Westland, Patty 668-2729 West Fargo
Woodland Steakhouse Bar  845-0777 Valley City
  & Grill
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BEK Communications Cooperative is the recipient of 
Federal financial assistance from the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA).  

The USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs 
and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because 
all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program  
 
 

information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TDD). The person responsible for coordinating this 
organization’s nondiscrimination compliance efforts 
is Derrick Bulawa, Chief Executive Officer of BEK 
Communications Cooperative. Any individual, or specific 
class of individuals, who feels that this organization has 
subjected them to discrimination may obtain further 
information about the statutes and regulations listed above 
from and/or file a written complaint with this organization 
or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue S. W., Washington, D. C. 20250-0703, 
or call (800) 787-8821 (voice) and select Option 2, or (202) 
692-0107 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 
employer, and lender.  

NEW PHONE LISTINGS

NAME PHONE CITY NAME PHONE CITY 

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT

As mandated by the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC), BEK protects its customers’ personal information 
and Customer Proprietary Network Information (CPNI). 
As a BEK customer, it is important that you set up 
authorized account contacts and a password in order to 
manage your account. 

Without this information on file, to confirm your account 
and ensure your privacy, BEK is not able to discuss specific 
information with you regarding your account. We realize 
this may cause some frustration and we would like to 
avoid any inconvenience to you.  

We ask that you manage your account now so that when 
you contact BEK with questions or changes to your 
account, we are able to quickly assist you. 

BEK’s Privacy Policy:

■ When you, or an authorized contact, stop by our 
 office or call to discuss information on your account, 
  

 BEK personnel will ask for a photo ID or the 
 password previously supplied by you or other 
 authorized contacts for your account.  

■  If you are the only person listed on your account, you 
 are the only one who can call to discuss or change 
 your information with BEK. For example, your spouse 
 will not be able to receive information unless he/she 
 is an authorized contact on the account.  

■  Each time a change is made to your record or 
 account information is accessed (i.e., address changes, 
 password changes, security questions utilized, etc.), 
 you will receive a letter in the mail notifying you of 
 such changes or access.  

If you have any questions about CPNI, authorized account 
contacts or account passwords, please call our office at 
1-888-475-2361 and we will be happy to assist you.  

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
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Community Grant Program
For nonprofit community  
groups in BEK areas
Applications are
due July 15th

Visit Bektel.com
to learn more

Approximately how many internet users are there 
today? 1
On what BEK TV channel can you watch the 
Harried livestock auctions?2
What date is Armed Forces Day?3

ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY JULY 1, 2019.

Name: ____________________________________________________

Phone Number: ___________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________

Clip and send to BEK at PO Box 230, Steele, ND 58482. 
You can also email answers to bekcomm@bektel.com. We will be 
drawing for five $5.00 credits to be applied to the winners’ bill.

CONGRATS! 
BEACON JANUARY/FEBRUARY WINNERS.

ADULT PRIZES
Cash Prizes of $100, $200 and $300

KIDS PRIZES
LEGO Building Set,

Kids Bike, and
JBL Wireless Speaker

STRONG

Registration & Free Supper
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Annual Meeting

(Review Reports, Elect Directors, 2018 Year in Review)
7:00 p.m.

67th Annual Meeting
BEK COMMUNICATIONS

COOPERATIVE

bektel.com

Thursday, June 13th, 2019

Arlene Olson – Wing 
Jane Schneider – Napoleon 
Wayne Liebersbach – Valley City 

BEACON TRIVIA

Renee Leier – Linton
Verda Seeklander – 
Hazelton


