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Spring Has Sprung
BEK Fiber Construction is Just Around the Corner Dates  to

Remember
    
June 3
June Bills Mailed

June 13  
Disconnect Day

June 14 
Flag Day

June 19  
Father’s Day

June 20  
June Bill Payments Due

June 21
Summer Begins

July 15 
¢ommon ¢ents Grant 
Application Deadline

The BEK office will
close at 3:00 p.m. 

Thursday, June 9th

By year end 2010, BEK completed approximately 50% of the new service requests 

before Mother Nature called it quits.  Now spring has sprung and we are preparing for 

a very busy season.

Plans for the 2010 sign up customers:

• By the beginning of June, our construction crews will be in full swing in the rural 
Bismarck area. BEK’s contractors will strive to complete the burying of all the fiber 
cable by the end of June.

• During this time, BEK fiber optic splicing technicians will be splicing these newly 
placed facilities, leaving the last stage of the project to be completed.  This final 
stage of the project is the cutover process, where BEK installation crews will 
connect your home network to BEK’s newly installed fiber optic network.  

• This cutover can be scheduled any time after the fiber has been spliced by 
BEK technicians.  You will get a call from a BEK Customer Service Specialist to 
schedule your cutover.  Whether you signed up for telephone, Internet, TV or a 
combination of these services, your BEK Fiber connection will be your ultimate 
home connection.

Plans for the 2011 spring sign up customers:

• BEK installers will be in your neighborhood 
mounting enclosures on the homes of 
those who have requested service.  This 
enclosure, called the NID (Network 
Interface Device), houses our technology 
for your BEK Fiber connection.

• Later this summer, we expect construction 
to begin in the 2011 build area in rural 
Bismarck, followed by splicing of this fiber.

• We will begin turning up services this fall and expect to have service to everyone 
by the end of the year.

Enjoy the sunshine and watch as our services grow in your area, bringing you and your 
neighborhood the best in home improvements, technologically speaking.
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Spring and summer weather in North Dakota has its challenges just as winter weather, and being well informed can help you 

plan ahead.

Phone Info:  Call 511 to get updated weather and road conditions including
flood warnings and road closings for specific highways.  You can easily
access information for North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana and Minnesota.

Internet Info:  From the BEK website you can get current road conditions,
forecasts, warnings, etc. right from the “Resources” link.

TV Info:  Watch and listen for travel alerts, school closings and current
conditions on BEKTV – Channel 27, BEK Local Weather; 
Channel 13, KX Weather or Channel 180, The Weather Channel.

Power Outage Tips
 1. Conserve energy.  Your electrical connections are a precious commodity during  
  adverse weather conditions.  

 2. Use your phone sparingly.  During a power outage, it is very important that you  
  limit usage to extend the battery backup life.  Batteries can be recharged if the  
  outlet that the power supply for the fiber equipment in the home is plugged into  
  is charged by a generator.

 3. Remember, cordless phones will not work during a power outage as they   
  require power from an outlet.

 4. Know how a power outage will affect your services and report outages as soon  
    as possible.

Keep an Eye to the Sky and Be Informed

a.

BEK Communications believes that supporting community projects and organizations in the 
towns and areas throughout our service area is just common sense.  Tax-exempt, nonprofit, 
community organizations or groups in BEK Communications’ serving area are eligible to apply 
for the ¢ommon ¢ents Community Grant Program. Funding is awarded twice each year. The 
application deadlines are January 15 and July 15th of each year.

The Board of Directors developed this community grant program as a means to provide 
support through a structured program designed to meet the current and future needs of our 
communities. Two categories are considered in awarding grants:

 • Community Outreach grants have been awarded to support those services, activities,  
  and events that contribute to the economic viability, health or safety, or general well-being  
  of those residing in the community. 

 • Economic Development grants have been awarded to support communities in their  
  efforts to create new jobs, retain businesses, and to provide incentives for prospective or  
  newly developing industries.

To see if you qualify and to get an application, please call our office at 1-888-475-2361 or visit our website at              
www.bektel.com and click on About Us, BEK Grants/Scholarships/Donations and then ¢ommon ¢ents Grant 
Program to get an application.

¢ ommon ¢ ents

Grants from BEK
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Recently BEK added five employees to the team to help 

deliver connections that matter to you.

Perry Anderson 
Plant Technician

Perry Anderson is the newest addition to 
the team, beginning in April of 2011.  His 
background includes construction and 
homebuilding; so here is a guy who knows 
the importance of installing technology in 
a new or existing structure.  Installations is 

Perry’s main duty at BEK and as he is assigned new duties, he is 
learning more about the communications industry every day from 
an experienced outside plant crew.

Perry makes his home in Steele, N.D. with his wife April and son, 
Teedyn.  He appreciates working for a company where he can learn 
new skills and be close to home so he can enjoy hunting, fishing 
and spending time with his family.

Jay Dobbert
Plant Technician

You may look at Jay’s smiling face and 
think he looks like a familiar BEK employee, 
which is true in part.  Jay began working 
for BEK in January 2008 as a part time 
employee and in April of 2011 he was 
offered a full time position.  The past few 

years have shown Jay that his co-workers are friendly and that 
they readily offer their assistance.  He has also discovered that 
no matter how long you’ve worked for the company, there is 
something new to learn every day with the continued advancement 
in communications.  What kind of projects are on his agenda?  
Jay’s primary focus is assisting with the rural Burleigh BEK Fiber 
project, construction and BEKTV installations.  

Born and raised in Robinson, N.D., Jay left for a brief time to study 
at Bismarck State College and North Dakota State University.  The 
old stomping grounds of Robinson were a strong pull though,  and 
that is where Jay is comfortable enjoying the great outdoors with 
various sports, hunting and farming. 

Shawn Puklich
Combination Technician

Shawn Puklich has 12 years of 
telecommunications experience and he 
joined our BEK Communications team in 
September of 2010.  He enjoys connecting 
people who have never had BEK services 
and listening to them tell how happy they 

are that BEK is offering services in their area.  Shawn’s daily 
activities range from splicing fiber, installing TV, high speed 

Internet and telephone services, doing cutover work, 
cable plowing and installing phone systems 

for BEK Business Solutions.  He enjoys all of his job duties and if 
someone is needed to climb a tower to install or maintain wireless 
equipment, Shawn’s one of our guys.  

Originally from rural Steele, Shawn continued his education 
at Northwest Technical in Wadena, M.N. receiving a degree in 
telephone service.  He enjoys working for a company whose goal 
is getting the latest technology to rural North Dakota and where 
his colleagues are friendly, hardworking and share his interests of 
hunting, fishing, golfing and snowmobiling.

Craig Thompson
Plant Technician

Craig Thompson is no stranger to BEK 
services; he is a long time resident of 
Wilton, N.D. so he knows BEK services from 
the consumer standpoint and now he is 
helping to deliver those important service 
connections to you.  There is something 

else he knows – he knows how to be a team player.  As a former 
educator and coach, he has a clear vision of how people need to 
work together to accomplish their goals.

Craig likes to stay active so we’re keeping him busy doing cutovers 
and getting customers connected to BEK Fiber.  He says his 
coworkers are good people and good to work with.  His days fly by, 
but he loves to fill any empty time slots with fishing and hunting.  

Craig and his wife, Karen, have three children and six grandchildren.

Kash Wolff
Plant Technician

As a part time employee, Kash Wolff got 
on-the-job training in telephone, Internet 
and TV installations from seasoned 
employees.  However, the job duties of 
outside plant personnel entail more than 
meets the eye, and these employees go 

where and when help is needed.   As high tech as it gets, you 
still need the crew that pulls everything together to make the 
connections that matter.  

We welcome Kash as a full time employee where he feels grateful 
for the new opportunities that await.  Kash says he enjoys 
meeting new people on the job and he knows the job will never be 
monotonous.

The BEK community Kash knows best is Steele, where he grew 
up.  He has a sister in high school, his father farms and his mother 
is a nurse.  He enjoys hunting, fishing, riding snowmobile and 
truck pulling.

Welcome Perry, Jay, Shawn, Craig and Kash!

“Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is 

progress. Working together is success.” Henry Ford

Five Recruited for the BEK Team
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NEW LISTINGS
     Hazelton - Temvik

Soaring Spirits Riding Center ........ 782-4516

    Linton
Glatt Rick & Martha ........................ 254-5591
Grossman Richard & Diane L ........ 254-5554

    Napoleon
Ellis Albert ...................................... 754-2065
Lang Gilbert ................................... 754-2695

    Pettibone - Lake Williams
Almost Home ................................. 273-9393

    Rural Bismarck
Aberle Randy & Pam ..................... 222-0550
Andahl Dave & Jackie .................... 223-1156
Auch Jeff & Joan ............................ 258-3432
Bauer Leon & Susan ...................... 663-2383
Benson Dennis .............................. 223-3638
Birkeland Bruce & Kim ................... 258-7244
Bourgois Annabelle ........................ 255-4832
Bourgois Evelyn ............................. 255-4946
Brown Jody .................................... 255-4859
Brown June .................................... 255-4859
Carlson Kenton & Marnie ............... 224-8484
Feist LeRoy & Colleen ................... 255-0118
Funston David ............................... 258-3007
Goehring Charles .......................... 258-7971
Goehring Tamara ........................... 258-5610
Goetz Eldor & Mavis ...................... 255-0303
Haadem ElRoy & Carol .................. 258-1128
Harmon Jerry ................................. 255-7724
Heidrich James & Mary .................. 258-9039
Hein Clarence & Rachel ................ 258-4317
Hertz Vernon & Peggy ................... 255-4895
Jaschob Paul & Cheryl .................. 223-9974
Jochim Brett & Dawn ..................... 258-8091
Jones Lloyd & Beth ........................ 222-1432
Keller T & B .................................... 323-0370
Krebs Corey & Salina .................... 255-0771
Kropp Keith & Karen ...................... 250-0003
Lengenfelder Pat & Gail ................. 223-3826
Leintz Mike & Beth ......................... 222-4274
Martin Micheal & Amy .................... 425-0997
Martin Taunia ................................. 258-6627
Mauch Terry & Kathy...................... 222-8452
Miller Floyd & Kimberly .................. 255-0834
Ohlhauser Jerome & Thecla .......... 222-8482

Pabst David & Gerry ...................... 222-3007
Peterson Charles L & Charlene ..... 258-2437
Retterath Terry ............................... 222-0203
Ringelman J ................................... 258-4362
Schatz Jason & Jenney ................. 323-7928
Schmeichel Thomas ...................... 258-0562
Schmidt Kevin J & Laurie A ............ 258-1312
Schonert L ..................................... 223-4159
Schuler Stacy & Brenda ................. 223-7130
Schwehr William & Alvina .............. 258-5241
Simons Arlen & Shirley .................. 223-6087
Simons Curt & Mary ....................... 258-6155
Simons Scott ................................. 223-6297
Sorch Lawrence ............................. 223-0628
Sorge Marvin & Etta ....................... 222-0466
Spitzer Vern & Vi ............................ 258-2536
Stanley Curtis & Karla .................... 222-0148
Stockert Larry G & Cheryl .............. 258-2217
TM Welding & Repair ..................... 224-0303
Tishmack C .................................... 258-9041
Vesay Kevin & Tara ........................ 258-7276
Vetter Kyle & Michelle .................... 250-8196
Vietz Karen .................................... 224-1729
Wald Raymond .............................. 258-1069
Waltos Gerald & Arlis ..................... 258-6529
Willnow Lorin & Tamara ................. 258-7831
Zins Kent & Melissa ....................... 224-0843

    Steele
Benshoof Andrew .......................... 475-2930
Hagens Lindy ................................. 475-2183
Hetland Law Office ........................ 475-5202
Keily Margaret ............................... 475-2092
Mardikian Jodi & Richard ............... 475-2065
Winarske Alex ................................ 475-2018

    Tappen - Dawson
 Crystal Springs - Lake Isabel
Beed Kathryn Sue.......................... 327-8417
Greenwood Cleo ............................ 327-2113

    Wing - Arena
Eide Rose ...................................... 943-2508

    Wishek
Cook James I ................................. 452-4493
Jochim Kellie ................................. 452-4496
Rieger Roger & Fae ....................... 452-0318
Weigel Adam & Tracie.................. 452-44808

Look for the 2011-2012 telephone 
directory from BEK Communications 
coming in June.  This year’s cover 
photo was submitted by Lydia Thomas 
of Tappen, N.D.  Lydia’s photo was 
chosen from our photo contest for its 
brilliant display of natural colors.  She 
captured a hardworking bee extracting 
the nectar of a gorgeous blossom.  
Lydia is a local photographer 
and a student at Kidder County High School – Steele.  
Congratulations to Lydia on her winning photo! 

The 2011-2012 BEK telephone directory is a convenient new 
size to use in your home or vehicle.  It is still easy to read with 
our regular print size and it still includes many special features:
 * Easy to Use Index
 * A Large Print Section for BEK Combined Listings
 * Surrounding Area Listings
 * Yellow Page Advertising
 * Informational Pages Including:
   - Calling Feature Descriptions & Instructions
   - Internet and TV Service Information
 * Government Pages
 * Area Codes
 * Zip Codes

The BEK directory is never out of reach; a copy will be mailed 
to you in June and you can access BEK’s online directory 
from anywhere by visiting our website at www.bektel.com and 
clicking on Online Directory.

Ava i lab le  in  June

New Telephone Directories

CONGRATULATIONS
Celebrating 100 Years!

Tuttle
June 17 – 19, 2011 Robinson

July 15 -17, 2011
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Apri l  Tr iv ia
Winners :

Beacon Trivia Questions
     Lydia Thomas’ winning photo will be featured on the
 ________________________________________ of the   
 2011-2012 BEK telephone directory.
  
      The BEK office will close at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday,   
 ___________________________________________.
 
 BEK Sports will have ____________ days of live football  
 and  basketball sports coverage in June and July
 this summer.

 
Entries must be received by July 11, 2011.

Name ____________________________________________________  

Phone Number ____________________________________________

Clip and send to the BEK office with your phone payment.  You can 
also email to bekcomm@bektel.com.  We will be drawing for five 
$5.00 credits to be applied to the winners’ phone bill.

Shirley Brusven, Steele
Claudia Burrer, Wing
John Meier, Zeeland
Kathleen Schuh, Wing
Gary Wobbema, Wilton
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