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Dates  to
Remember
    

November 1
Daylight Savings Time Ends

November 2 
November Bills Mailed

November 3
Election Day

November 10 
Disconnect Day

November 11
Veterans Day

November 20 
Reminder Notices Mailed

November 26 
Thanksgiving

 

Thanksgiving Traditions

continued on page 2

BEK Communications 
Office Closed for Holidays

Wednesday, November 11, 2009
Thursday, November 26, 2009

Most of us follow the same Thanksgiving meal tradition of turkey, gravy, 

ham, potatoes, more gravy, corn, buns, various salads and relishes, even 

more gravy and of course, pumpkin pie.  (And, that’s just the beginning.)

According to the History.com website, the Pilgrims’ Thanksgiving menu 
did not consist of our modern day feast.  Instead, the Pilgrims possibly 
had a variety of very interesting menu items.  Their preparation of these 
items also varied because spices were limited as well as dairy products 
and there was no sugar. 

Wouldn’t it be fun to recreate a pilgrim Thanksgiving meal and see how 
our “traditional” families react?  The History.com pilgrim menu was 
shared with BEK’s Country Cookbook co-host, Ashley Portra and in true 
“Country Cookbook” spirit; Ashley lends some very interesting menu 
choices to the traditional Thanksgiving table spread:

Let’s Start by Setting the Table:
Although Indian corn is edible, it may not be as flavorful as the tender 
and succulent corn that we typically eat today. Save the colorful corn 
for a beautiful centerpiece and use sweet corn instead to make a savory 
polenta that will accompany any protein nicely.

Out of the Ordinary Appetizers:
Spice up your traditional meat and cheese tray appetizer and tantalize 
your family’s taste buds with an east coast delicacy of garlic steamed 
clams.  Or, try baked blue cheese and walnut crackers. The nutty aroma 
of the walnuts pairs nicely with the tang of the blue cheese to create a 
real holiday crowd pleaser.
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Main Course:
Throw out the idea of serving a traditional turkey to your dinner guests.  Instead, 
share with them a popular southern holiday tradition. A turducken lets you enjoy 
turkey, duck and chicken all at once. Yum!  You could create a flavorful and hearty 
soup, like venison stew ahead of time, for your main course, to satisfy your guests 
and release you from the kitchen.

Serve Something Special on the Side:
Most side dishes for Thanksgiving dinner are rich and filling, but adding a light 
salad to your table can be just as satisfying. Creating an “Everything But the 
Kitchen Sink” salad will be delicious and can help you clean out your refrigerator.

Mashed, Fried, Baked or Au Gratin?:
Trade out a holiday staple of mashed potatoes for a creamy root vegetable mash 
this Thanksgiving. The harmony of parsnips, potatoes and rutabagas is a fantastic 
interpretation of an old classic.

Hang on to Your Fork; the Best is Yet to Come:
Although Thanksgiving is not complete without pumpkin pie, giving your family 
an option for a tangy and sweet, Autumn tart is a quick way to showcase the 
fabulous fruit of the season. Let your guests enjoy the deep colors and flavors of 
a plum tart.

MMMmmmm, are you ready to be adventurous?  Go to www.bektel.com, click on 
“About Us” then “BEK News” to find where Ashley has placed these recipes for 
all those cooks who dare to be different. The menu options in today’s world are 
endless, but here’s the bottom line…

Enjoy a relaxing meal with yourEnjoy a relaxing meal with your
family and friends, have fun andfamily and friends, have fun and
make some memories during this make some memories during this 
special holiday of Thanksgiving.special holiday of Thanksgiving.

From the Board of Directors, Management and Staff of BEK Communications 

There’s still a chance to sign up for the two 

remaining computer classes offered by BEK 

this fall.

Microsoft Word/Excel:  Two powerful 
software tools.  Learn how to use Word to help 
you draft letters, reports, schedules, agendas 
and more.  Learn layout and editing to create a 
document ready for storing or printing.  Learn 
how to use Excel to set up spreadsheets and 
workbooks to use for personal or business 
record keeping.

Tuesday, November 3rd 
Location:  Napoleon at the Downtowner 
Time:  7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

**********************************************************

Christmas Letters & Pictures:  So, you want 
to create a 2009 Christmas letter and/or send 
special photos to family and friends?  Come 
to our special holiday class offering tips and 
tricks on creating a memorable Christmas 
letter including how to use your awesome 
digital photos to enhance your greeting.

Tuesday, November 17th 
Location:  Hazelton Community Center
Time:  7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

**********************************************************

BEK’s classes are designed to meet the 
educational needs of beginner to intermediate 
computer users.  There’s much to learn so 
treat yourself and have some BEK Bytes 
on us.  Call BEK at 1-888-475-2361 to pre-
register for the classes that interest you.  
BEK classes are taught using a screen and 
projector.  Free instruction materials are 
provided.  Refreshments will be available.

BEK Bytes  Fa l l

Computer Classes
Thanksgiving Traditions continued from page one
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...We went to sleep on December 31, 1999 with Y2K on our 
minds and a new day dawned January 1, 2000 with pretty much 
everything in tact.  No earth shattering melt downs, break 
downs or major world catastrophes.  We got up, shook it off 
and life moved on...

In March of 2000, BEK discontinued its Cable TV services in Robinson, Tuttle, Wing, 
Tappen, Hazelton and Strasburg due to a decreasing customer base and increasing costs.  At the annual 
meeting in June, the members voted 265 to 47 in favor of “Merge 2000” a project to merge
BEK Communications 1 Inc. customers in Steele, Napoleon, Linton, Wishek, Zeeland and Lehr with the 
cooperative members.  In the voting process to amend the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws to allow 
for membership of these exchanges, the BEK Coop members had no “hanging chads” as in the national election 
later that year.  At the close of the year, we said good‐bye to the 20th century.

As a result of “Merge 2000,” a new district was born in the cooperative.  At the annual meeting in June 
2001, the District IV board directors elected were Doug Kalianoff of Steele, Nathan Wolf of Wishek and 
Michael Wickenheiser of Linton.  Construction crews were busy plowing 400 miles of fiber optic and copper 
cable in the McKenzie and Sterling exchanges.  If you received “a gift of gab” it was probably a prepaid 
calling card from North Dakota Long Distance (NDLD).  However, we were all left speechless the morning 
of September 11, 2001.  BEK office employees watched in disbelief the replay of the 8:45 a.m. American 
Airlines Flight 11 crash into the tower of the World Trade Center in New York City.  Terrorism hit home 
and hit hard.  On December 18, 2001 Congress designated September 11th of each year as “Patriot Day.”

The year 2002 is a big one for BEK.  The cooperative celebrates 50 years and takes the celebration on 
the road to visit several coop communities, concluding with more celebrating at the 50th annual meeting.  
There was much to celebrate; we had come a long way in 50 years.  For instance, by July 2002, 100% of BEK 
customers had access to high speed Internet/broadband service.  Getting everyone “up to speed” is like the 
concept of the “No Child Left Behind” Act signed into law by President Bush.

A new service was provided in 2003 for North Dakota travelers when the “511” phone assistance number was 
implemented.  By simply dialing 5‐1‐1, travelers are informed of road conditions, closures, accidents 
and detours.  From May 4‐10, turbulent weather hampered travel across the nation when 393 tornadoes were 
reported in 19 states.  The BEK Board of Directors offered a board reduction plan to the members at the 
annual meeting.  The members voted to approve the reduction plan of 12 board members to nine over a four 
year period.  

Beginnings and endings in 2004:  BEK begins its “Communication in Motion” tour to several communities 
for a customer appreciation and educational series, which did not include discussion of the newly founded 
“Facebook.”  The last Oldsmobile rolls off the assembly line and Board Director Clarence Wolf retires 
after 24 years.  Hey, the Boston Red Sox win the World Series for the first time since 1918 while Levi 
Jangula and Lance Weigel each win a $15,000 Punt, Pass and Kick contest hosted by BEK and sponsored by 
local businesses held at area high school football games.  BEK’s fiber to the home (FTTH) construction 
begins to prepare for the latest in technology regarding phone, data and video services.  The National 
World War II Memorial is dedicated in Washington, D.C. and former President Ronald Reagan dies at his home 
in Bel Air.  President Reagan once said, “Life is one grand, sweet song, so start the music.”

RoRoRoRooRobibibibibibbb nsnsnsnsnsononononoonon, ,, , TuTuuTuTuTutttttttttttlelelelelele, ,, , WiWiWiWiWingngngng, , , 

Not So
Way BEK When...
Not So
Way BEK When...



1-888-475-2361
bekcomm@bektel.com
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N E W 
M E M B E R S

    Lehr
Shockley Veronica ............ 378-2328

    Linton
Baumgartner Anton G & Janice .. 254-5527
Heidrich Alice .................... 254-5518
Hendrickson Kevin & Lisa ... 254-5855
Leier Joseph C.................. 254-5547

    McKenzie - Menoken
Ennen Andrew & Kayla ..... 673-3208
Schiermeister Tim & Carla .... 673-3307

    Napoleon
Gerhardt Sheldon J........... 754-2925
Reuben’s Restaurant ........ 754-2919
Weigel Marian .....................754-2924

    Steele
Goldade Bonnie ................ 475-2089
SnapShots Photography .... 475-2660

    Sterling - Driscoll - Moffit 
Floyd Nicolas .................... 387-4455
Schuh Kyle ...........................387-4456

    Strasburg - Hague
Krumm Helen .................... 336-2710
Ohlhauser Lyle & Deanna ....336-2715

    Tappen - Dawson
Crystal Springs - Lake Isabel
Faul Taxidermy Studio ...... 327-8138
Tiff’s Hair Garage .............. 327-4247

    Wilton
Boettcher Mark & Kimberly ... 734-6829

    Wishek
Engelhart Yvonne ............. 452-2046
George Brittany ................ 452-2044
Hansen Cody .................... 452-2044
Mehrer Miranda ................ 452-2055
Miller Shane ...................... 452-2057
Sayler Jessica .................. 452-2056
Walther Mary .................... 452-2047

We’d like to think you would choose BEK’s for its unique cover design, not to mention a phone 
book that offers the most up-to-date BEK listings and company information.

BEK is proud of its cover designs which start with photos submitted by its members.  And now, 
it is time once again to send us your favorite photo for a chance to win our photo contest and 
have your snapshot highlighted on the cover of BEK’s 2010/2011 Missouri slope Telephone 
Directory, LLP.  Please send pictures that capture scenes, people, places and events, etc. of 
North Dakota, especially the BEK service area. The winner will receive $50 and name recognition 
in the directory.

The deadline for the directory photo contest is
February 2, 2010. Electronic (high resolution only)
or standard photos will be accepted.  

Submit electronic photos to:
bekcomm@bektel.com  
Subject:  Photo Contest 
or mail your photos to:  
Photo Contest
BEK Communications Cooperative
PO Box 230
Steele, ND  58482

Be sure to include your name and address with the photo, but do not write directly on the back of 
the photo.  If you would like the photo returned to you, please enclose a self addressed stamped 
envelope with your photo.  Contestants may enter more than one photo.  Good Luck!!

You CAN Judge a Book by its Cover
If there are half a dozen telephone books on a table, which one would you pick up to use?  

Logan Carpenter
2007/2008

Mandi Bauer
2009/2010

Jean Schoenhard
2008/2009

Advertising in the yellow pages of a telephone directory has always been an excellent 

way to reach a lot of people.

In November, advertising sales representatives for the 
BEK/West River directory will begin selling advertising 
for the 2010 issue.  Pinnacle Publishing is the publisher 
of BEK’s directory.  Rick Peterson, Bob Hughes and 
Dan Shea, representatives from Pinnacle, will begin 
working in our area from November 9, 2009 through 
February 19, 2010.

Get the most for your advertising investment by advertising in the yellow 
pages of the BEK/West River Missouri Slope Telephone Directory.

Directory  Adver t is ing

Sales to Begin

Rick Peterson Bob Hughes

Dan Shea



Attention High School Seniors - Scholarships Available
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BEK Communications Cooperative believes that supporting community projects and organizations in the towns throughout our service area 

is just common sense.

Tax-exempt, nonprofit, community organizations or groups in BEK Communications Cooperative’s serving area are eligible to apply for the 
¢ommon ¢ents Community Grant Program.  Funding is awarded twice each year.  The next application deadline is January 15, 2010.

The Board of Directors developed this community grant program as a means to provide support through a structured program designed to 
meet the current and future needs of our communities.  Two categories are considered in awarding grants:

Community Outreach grants have been awarded to support those services, activities, and events that contribute to the economic viability, 
health or safety, or general well-being of those residing in the community.

Economic Development grants have been awarded to support communities in their efforts to create new jobs, retain businesses, 
and to provide incentives for prospective or newly developing industries.

             To request an application, call the BEK office at 1-888-475-2361.

¢ ommon ¢ ents  Communi ty  Grant

Applications Deadline

BEK Communications proudly sponsors the future of its youth by offering up to $4500 in Scholarships in 2010.

High School seniors interested in applying for BEK scholarships will be given the opportunity to choose from three types of applications:

Academic Scholarship

• Up to three $500 Academic Scholarships will
  be awarded to students enrolled in an
 accredited college or university working
  towards a bachelor’s degree.  Applications will
 be judged on grades, appearance of   
 application, school activities, volunteer work,
 work experience, home activities and   
 creativity.

Broadcasting Scholarship

• Up to three $500 Broadcasting Scholarships
 will be awarded to students who have
 completed training in BEK’s broadcasting
 program and participated in at least one live  
 event.  Students being considered must be
 enrolled in an accredited college or university,
 vocational, technical or trade college working
 towards a program certificate, diploma or
 associate degree.  The applications will be
 judged on grades, appearance of application,
 school activities, volunteer work, work   
 experience, home activities, creativity and
 BEK Broadcasting participation.

It’s easy to obtain a BEK scholarship application:
 1. Contact your local high school counselor.
  Applications will be mailed to the schools by mid November.

 2. Download your application online from BEK’s website at
  www.bektel.com; click on “About Us” then “BEK Grants/  
  Scholarships/Donations.”

 3. Call or stop in the BEK office to request a scholarship   
  application.  Our toll free number is 1-888-475-2361.

BEK Scholarship applications must be
postmarked by March 11, 2010.  

The Foundation for Rural Service (FRS) Scholarships:
There are 30 national FRS scholarships available.  Should a student from the BEK Communications service area be selected, BEK will 
contribute an additional $500 to the scholarship, for a total one-time scholarship award of $2,500.  It should be noted that preference 
will be given to individuals expressing an interest in returning to a rural area to work following graduation.  Applications are available 
from your guidance counselor or can be downloaded from the FRS web site at http://www.frs.org.  Completed applications should be 
sent directly to FRS, postmarked no later than March 1, 2010.  Applications postmarked after March 1st will not be accepted.  

Vocational / Technical Scholarship

• Up to three $500 Vocational / Technical
 Scholarships will be awarded to students
 enrolled in an accredited vocational, technical
 or trade college working towards a program
 certificate, diploma or associate degree.
 The applications  will be judged on grades,
 appearance of application, school activities,
 volunteer work, work experience, home   
 activities and creativity.
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PO Box 230 •  200 E Broadway
Steele, North Dakota  58482

September  Tr iv ia
Winners :

Board of Directors
Leo Meier, President ................................ Hague ...........336-7258
District III

Doug Kalianoff, Vice President ................ Steele ............475-2839
District II

Sanford Williams, Secretary/Treasurer .... Wing ..............943-2474
District I

William (Bill) Becker ................................. Wishek ..........452-2928
District IV

Anton Braun............................................. Napoleon ......754-4440
District IV

Richard Hausauer .................................... Wilton ............734-6116
District I

Virgil Horner ............................................. Strasburg ......336-7208
District III

Brett Stroh ............................................... Tappen ..........327-8201
District II

Michael Wickenheiser .............................. Linton ............254-4949
District III

Derrick Bulawa, CEO/General Manager,
    Manager Feedback ............................................. 701-475-1234
 managerfeedback@bektel.com

Beacon Trivia Questions
       TRUE OR FALSE (circle the correct answer)

 BEK will be closed two days in November.  
True or False

  

      BEK Communications Cooperative celebrated it 50th   
 anniversary in 2002.
 True or False  

 There are three different types of scholarships offered  
 by BEK to high school juniors.

True or False
 
Entries must be received by December 8, 2009.

Name ____________________________________________________  

Phone Number ____________________________________________

Clip and send to the BEK office with your phone payment. You can 
also email to bekcomm@bektel.com. We will be drawing for five 
$5.00 credits to be applied to the winners’ phone bill.

Luella Klein, Linton;
Erma Krein, Wishek;
Martin Nolz, Napoleon;
Lee Piatz, Napoleon and
Lois Schneider, Steele.
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