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BEK Expands Scholarship Program

Dates  to
Remember
    

November 2

Daylight Savings Time Ends

November 3

November Bills Mailed

November 4

Election Day

November 11 

Veterans Day

November 12

Disconnect Day

November 20

Reminder Notices Mailed

November 27

Thanksgiving

BEK Communications 
Office Closed for Holidays

Tuesday, November 11, 2008
Thursday, November 27, 2008

At the June 25, 2008 Board meeting, the directors of BEK Communications 

Cooperative agreed to expand the scholarship program to include up to nine $500 

scholarships each year.

Beginning with the 2009 Scholarship Program, a third scholarship classification will 

be added to help students who have assisted BEK in the broadcasting arena.  This 

third classification expands the BEK scholarship program to include students who 

have taken their education one step beyond the typical classroom instruction to 

explore the broadcasting field through training and application.

BEK Communications proudly sponsors the future of its youth and recognizes 

the need to expand its scholarship program to include students who have taken 

an active interest in developing quality of life in their communities.  By taking the 

cooperative challenge to bring a unique product into the homes of its members, 

these students have learned life long broadcasting skills. 

High School seniors interested in applying for BEK scholarships will be given the 

opportunity to choose from three types of applications:

Academic Scholarship
Up to three $500 Academic • 
Scholarships will be awarded 

to students enrolled in an 

accredited college or university.  

Applications will be judged 

on grades, appearance of 

application, school activities, 

volunteer work, work 

experience, home activities 

and creativity.

Technical Scholarship
Up to three $500 Technical (or • 
Vocational) Scholarships will 

story continued on page 2
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Four SIMPLE steps for 
forwarding emails to others.

Every time you forward an email, there is 

information left over from the people who got 

the message before you, namely their email 

addresses and names. As the messages keep 

getting forwarded, the list of addresses builds.  All 

it takes is for some unsuspecting person to get 

a virus, and then his/her computer can send that 

virus to every email address that has come across 

his/her computer. Someone can also take all of 

those addresses and sell them or send junk mail 

to them in the hopes that you will go to the site 

and he/she will make some money for each hit.  

Follow these four easy steps to avoid trouble: 
1. ALWAYS hit your Forward button from the  

 actual email you are reading. By forwarding  

 from the actual page you wish someone to  

 view; you stop them from having to open   

 many emails just to see what you sent. 

2. Whenever you send an email to more than  

 one person, DO NOT use the To: or Cc: fields  

 for adding email addresses. Always use the  

 Bcc: (blind carbon copy) field for listing the  

 email addresses. This way the people you

 send to will only see their own email

 addresses. When you send to Bcc: your   

 message will automatically say “Undisclosed  

 Recipients in the “To:” field of the people who  

 receive it. 

3. Remove any “FW:” in the subject line. You  

 can re-name the subject if you wish or even fix  

 spelling. 

4. When you forward an email, DELETE all of

 the other addresses and all of the   

 unnecessary comments or information that  

 appear in the body of the message.  

Email messaging has become the norm for 

communicating with the world.  With such 

extensive carefree usage, some people put 

themselves at risk.  The tips noted above are 

provided to help reduce some risk.  In addition, 

BEK Internet subscribers’ emails are scanned for 

viruses and spam with a program called Postini. 

be awarded to students enrolled in a vocational or technical 

post secondary education school.  The applications will 

be judged on grades, appearance of application, school 

activities, volunteer work, work experience, home activities 

and creativity.

Broadcasting Scholarship
Up to three $500 Broadcasting Scholarships will be • 
awarded to students who have completed training in BEK’s 

broadcasting program and participated in at least one live 

event.  Students being considered must be enrolled in an 

accredited college, vocational or technical post secondary 

education school. The applications will be judged on grades, 

appearance of application, school activities, volunteer 

work, work experience, home activities, creativity and BEK 

Broadcasting participation.

It’s easy to obtain a BEK scholarship application:

1.  Contact your local high school counselor.  Applications will be 

mailed to the schools by mid November.

2.  Download your application online from BEK’s website at 

www.bektel.com.

3.  Call or stop in the BEK office to request a scholarship 

application.  Our toll free number is 1-888-475-2361.

BEK Scholarship applications must be postmarked by March 13, 2009.

¢ommon ¢ents Community Grant 

Applications Deadline

BEK Communications Cooperative believes that supporting community projects 

and organizations in the towns throughout our service area is just common sense.

Tax-exempt, nonprofit, community 

organizations or groups in BEK 

Communications Cooperative’s 

serving area are eligible to apply for 

the ¢ommon ¢ents Community 

Grant Program.  Funding is awarded 

twice each year.  The next application 

deadline is January 15, 2009.

The Board of Directors developed 

this community grant program as a 

means to provide support through a 

structured program designed to meet 

the current and future needs of our 

communities.  Two categories are 

considered in awarding grants:

Community Outreach grants have 

been awarded to support those 

services, activities, and events that 

contribute to the economic viability, 

health or safety, or general well-being 

of those residing in the community.

Economic Development grants 

have been awarded to support 

communities in their efforts to create 

new jobs, retain businesses, and to 

provide incentives for prospective or 

newly developing industries.

To request an application, call the 

BEK office at 1-888-475-2361.

BEK Scholarship Program story contined from page one
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By February 17, 2009, analog broadcasts will cease and full-power television stations will begin broadcasting exclusively in a 

digital format.  Below are some questions and answers for TV consumers.

Why is the switch from analog to digital necessary?  

The broadcast spectrum is valuable.  By switching to all 

digital broadcasting, parts of the spectrum will be free 

so other services can be offered, like advanced wireless 

services, such as wireless broadband.

Is this switch just a benefit to the broadcasting industry?
No.  The consumers’ benefit is improved picture and sound 

quality with digital transmission.  The broadcaster will be 

able to offer a “high definition” (HD) digital program or 

multiple “standard definition” (SD) digital programs at the 

same time through a process called “multicasting.”  Digital is 

more efficient than analog.

How do I know whether my TV set is analog or digital?
TV sets made before 1998 were traditionally “analog” TV’s.  

If you bought a big-screen TV between 1998 and 2004, 

there is a chance it has a built-in digital tuner.  Before 2004, 

only a limited percentage of projection TV sets included 

digital tuners.  If you bought a new TV since 2004, there is a 

strong likelihood that it has a built-in tuner that will work after 

February 17, 2009.

How do I get ready for the end of analog TV 
broadcasting?
You will need to take one of these three steps by

February 17, 2009:

1.  You can purchase a digital-to-analog converter box that  

 plugs into your existing TV set.  The boxes cost between  

 $40-$70 and are available at electronics retailers   

  nationwide.  Households can request up to two $40   

 coupons towards the purchase of converter boxes.    

 By installing a converter box, you will be able to continue  

 watching free “over-the-air” television on an analog set.  

2. You can purchase a new television set with a built-in   

 digital tuner.

3. You can subscribe to a pay TV service, like BEKTV,

 satellite or cable where available to get the local   

 broadcast stations you want.

How do I get my converter box coupons and how long 
are the coupons active?
You may apply for up to two $40 coupons per household 

anytime before March 31, 2009.  To get your coupons call 

1-888-388-2009, go online at www.DTV2009.gov or mail an 

application request to P.O. Box 2000, Portland, OR 97208-

2000.  You will receive your coupon(s) in the mail and they 

are good for 90 days after mailing.  The expiration date will 

be printed on the coupon.

Will I still need an antenna to receive DTV over-the-air? 

Yes.  An antenna is required for you to continue watching 

free, over-the-air television after the digital transition.  Visit 

www.antennaweb.org to determine which outdoor antenna 

is best for you.

There are many more questions, and if your questions have 

not been answered here go online to:

http://www.dtvanswers.com/dtv_faqs.html or give us 

a call and we’ll assist you.  Just remember if you are a 

BEKTV customer, you’re ready; no new TV or converter 

box purchases are necessary.  Just continue enjoying your 

digital TV programming from BEK.

Quest ions  and Answers

Digital Television (DTV) Transition



1-888-475-2361
bekcomm@bektel.com

4

N E W 
M E M B E R S

    Hazelton - Temvik
Rebenitsch Dustin ............ 782-6829
Schultz Sasha ................... 782-6803

    Kintyre - Braddock
Potter Roger & Donna ...... 332-6606

    Lehr
Feldt Harold ...................... 378-2202

    Linton
Jangula Joe R & Paulina .... 254-5656
Melin Mary .........................254-4110
Vetter Linda ...................... 254-4013
Wagner Magnus & Ann ..... 254-4019

    Napoleon 
Rau Mark .......................... 754-2230
Weigel Charles A & Danielle ... 754-2254

    Regan 
Buck Crystal ..................... 286-6202

    Steele 
DeBoer Jacob ................... 475-2008
Larson James & Kim ......... 475-4522
Larson Jerrud & Sonya ..... 475-2017
Moser Mary ....................... 475-2010

    Sterling-Driscoll-Moffit 
Simpson Jody & Jessica ..... 387-4305

    Strasburg - Hague 
Cunningham Alice ............. 336-7130
Frison Jeanette ................. 336-7158

    Tappen - Dawson
Crystal Springs - Lake Isabel 
Leier James D. .................... 327-8312

    Wilton
Mutschelknaus Chantel .... 734-6126
Olson Travis & Amy .......... 734-6127
Samson JoNell ................. 734-6102
Smrekar Tom .................... 734-6134

    Wing - Arena
Hjordt Marvin .................... 943-2401

    Wishek
Goehring Dave & Cathy ...... 452-2131

    Zeeland
Sutton Bob  ....................... 423-5531

Here to Serve You...
Jody Simpson didn’t wait for the grass to 

grow around his feet upon completing high 

school.  The first thing he did was join the 

Navy.  He devoted six years to his country and 

then came back home.

Home now is Driscoll, 

N.D.  His new work home 

is BEK Communications.  

Jody began his 

employment at BEK 

on September 2, 2008 

as a Network Support 

Technician.  He is on our 

team of dedicated technical support people.  

They’re the ones who keep our network 

going.  Jody provides customer support for 

computers, Internet and Digital TV.  

Jody’s experience makes him a good fit for 

BEK.  Upon completing his Navy term, Jody 

entered the college scene and graduated 

with honors from the University of Mary with 

a Bachelors of Science: Accounting and 

Computer Information Systems.  He was 

previously employed by National Information 

Solutions Cooperative (NISC) in Mandan, N.D.

Jody enjoys the 

challenges of the latest 

technology; it helps him 

expand his knowledge 

and gives him great 

satisfaction to help 

customers resolve their 

troubles. 

BEK welcomes Jody and wishes him luck in 

his new position.  In his spare time, you’ll find 

Jody hanging out with his wife Jessica and 

daughter Ashlyn or perhaps, working on his 

car.  You may even run into this former Navy 

man fishing at a local hot spot or in the field 

hunting. 

Welcome aboard Jody Simpson.

It’s time to show off your best photos by entering the BEK directory photo contest.  Please 

send pictures that capture scenes, people, places and events, etc. of North Dakota. The 

winner will receive $50 and name recognition in the directory.

The deadline for the directory photo contest is February 2, 2009.  Electronic (high resolution 

only) or standard photos accepted.  

Submit electronic photos to:  bekcomm@bektel.com  

Subject:  Photo Contest

or mail your photos to:  

Photo Contest

BEK Communications Cooperative

PO Box 230

Steele, ND  58482

Be sure to include your name and address with the photo, but do not write directly on 

the back of the photo.  If you would like the photo returned to you, please 

enclose a self addressed stamped envelope with your 

photo.  Contestants may enter more than 

one photo.  Good Luck!!

Someone is holding the winning picture that will be featured on the cover of the

2009-2010 BEK telephone directory.  Is it you?  

Directory  Photo  Contest
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September  Tr iv ia 
Winners :
Cynthia Kurtz, Linton;

Peggy Bettenhausen, Wishek; 

Elmer Wolf, Steele;

Emmet Hegwood, McKenzie 

and Elton LaBree, Wishek.

Board of Directors
Leo Meier, President ................................ Hague ...........336-7258

Doug Kalianoff, Vice President ................ Steele ............475-2839

Sanford Williams, Secretary/Treasurer .... Wing ..............943-2474

William (Bill) Becker ................................. Wishek ..........452-2928

Anton Braun............................................. Napoleon ......754-4440

Richard Hausauer .................................... Wilton ............734-6116

Virgil Horner ............................................. Strasburg ......336-7208

Brett Stroh ............................................... Tappen ..........327-8201

Michael Wickenheiser .............................. Linton ............254-4949

Derrick Bulawa, CEO/General Manager,

    Manager Feedback ............................................. 701-475-1234

 managerfeedback@bektel.com

Beacon Trivia Questions
 By February 17, 2009, full-power television stations will  

 begin broadcasting exclusively in a _________________  

 format.

  

       BEK is now offering three different types of __________  

 ___________________________ for high school seniors.  

 The BEK office will be closed for two holidays in November: 

The dates the office will be closed are:  ______________

___________and _________________________________.

 

Entries must be received by December 8, 2008.

Name ____________________________________________________  

Phone Number ____________________________________________

Clip and send to the BEK office with your phone payment. You can 

also email to bekcomm@bektel.com. We will be drawing for five 

$5.00 credits to be applied to the winners’ phone bill.
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