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Dates  to
Remember
    
may 1
may Day

may 3 
may Bills mailed

may 7 
N.D. arbor Day

may 9 
mother’s Day

may 11 
Disconnect Day

may 15 
armed Forces Day

may 20
Reminder Notices mailed

may 31
memorial Day 

 BEK Communications 
Office Closed for Holiday

Monday, May 31, 2010

Coming Soon...
  the 58th Annual Meeting

The BEK Communications Cooperative 58th Annual Meeting will be held on June 10, 
2010 at the Kidder County High School auditorium in Steele, N.D.  An official notice of 
the meeting will be mailed to the members at the end of May.

BeK members and their families will be invited to a delicious beef supper served by 
BeK employees beginning at 5:30 p.m.  This is a great opportunity for you to visit with 
your cooperative partners during a friendly relaxed meal.

Come out to meet your directors, director candidates and the BeK employees.  

Following the meal, the annual meeting of the Cooperative will be called to order at 
7:00 p.m.  The meeting consists of informative reports from the officers and
Ceo/General manager of BeK Communications Cooperative.  There will be an election 
of directors, a review of operating reports for 2009 and past years.  Several door prizes 
will be drawn, for members who are present.

Free child care is provided for preschool and school age children up to the third grade 
for parents attending the annual meeting. 

Mark your calendar for Thursday, June 10, 2010.
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In recognition of our employees for driving 510,202 accident free miles this year 
and 8,867,030 miles to date without a chargeable accident, BEK Communications 
Cooperative has been presented with a Safe Driving Certificate for 2009 from the 
Apprenticeship Training and Safety Program.

BeK employees recognized for safe driving career miles in 50,000 increments:

BEK Communications is proud of earning this Safe Driving 
Certificate and commends its employees for their efforts in safety.

Safe Drivers Recognized

Derek Braun
150,000 miles

Randall Sugden
400,000 miles

Kurt Anderson
300,000 miles

Joe Rewald
200,000 miles

Paul Frank
50,000 miles

Landyn Wolf
150,000 miles

Darin Peterson
50,000 miles

If you’re hungry for computer knowledge, you 
need to have a BEK Byte.  BEK still has two 
FREE computer classes scheduled this spring 
for you to can attend.  

BeK’s classes are designed to meet the 
educational needs of beginner to intermediate 
computer users.  There’s much to learn and 
we’re here to help.

Tuesday, may 4th  
location:  BeK Headquarters in Steele
Time:  7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Basic Microsoft Excel:  So, you want to learn 
how to set up some spreadsheets to help you 
track finances for your business and personal 
use?  Start with our Basic excel class.  our 
BeK instructor will guide you through the 
easy to understand tasks of setting up 
spreadsheets and workbooks.  This class will 
give you a comfort level for excel so that you 
can move on to further training.

**********************************************************

Tuesday, may 18th  
location:  Wishek Senior Center
Time:  7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Intermediate/Advanced Microsoft Excel: 
If you know the basics of excel, you’re 
ready to discover the advanced features 
of this powerful software tool. learn the 
advanced features of excel spreadsheets and 
workbooks including formulas, auditing and 
editing.  exchange tips and tricks with other 
attendees.

Class sizes are limited so call BEK today at 
1-888-475-2361 to pre-register.  BEK classes 
are taught using a screen and projector.  
Free instruction materials are provided and 
refreshments will be available.  BEK classes 
are taught using a screen and projector.  
Free instruction materials are provided.  
Refreshments will be available.

BEK Bytes - Computer Training
Two Classes Left This Season

If you come to BeK’s annual meeting in June and you get 
introduced to a man with a southern drawl, you might 
ask, “you’re not from around here are you?”  Well, he is 
now.  His name is Barry adair, BeK’s newest employee.  
He’s got southern charm and he’s ready to serve you!

Barry joined the BeK team February 22, 2010 as the 
new Finance Supervisor.  Barry will oversee the day-
to-day operations of the Finance Department, analyze 

and report financial data to the Ceo and board of directors, analyze and evaluate 
potential new service offerings and prepare annual operating and capital budgets.

BeK Communications offers familiarity to Barry with its network of small 
communities.  Barry comes from Wingo, Kentucky, a small community located in 
the southwest corner of the state.  He earned a degree at murray State university 
in accounting/Computer Information Systems and worked the last 10 years at 
West Kentucky Rural Telephone.  Barry likes the daily changes in the industry 
and the many opportunities that come with it.  Why the move to BeK and North 
Dakota?  Barry says, “I look forward to the opportunity to learn and grow from 
another communications cooperative.”

Barry is a family man, enjoying the new roll of grandfather.  He and his wife have 
three grown children, Barrett, Chance and morgan.  Their young grandson Brodie, 
has become the new attention getter, taking away some of the limelight of their two 
Chihuahuas, lizard and Sugar.  Barry is an action kind of guy enjoying golf, high 
school basketball refereeing and being involved in community/civic organizations.  
He says he enjoys fast-pitch softball.  Remember, he’s not originally from around 
here, but we’ve got plenty of time to show him the popularity of slow-pitch and the 
biggest and best softball competition ever… just around the corner.

Welcome Barry adair.

Here to Serve You



It’s the time of year when thoughts of income, expenses, balance sheets, budgeting, cash 
flow, checks and balances and audits come to mind.  Does all that make you cringe just a 
bit?  Try being the financial manager for BeK Communications!

Dean Priebe traded cooperative utilities in 1990.  That is to say, he left an office manager’s 
position at Cavalier Rural electric in langdon, N.D. to fill the office manager’s opening at BeK made available with the 

retirement of leone Strandemo.  The transition from an electric coop to telephone coop went pretty well for Dean, but 
even he would admit, with all the advancements in the industry, he’s still learning.

Dean is responsible for the money of the company.  Sound simple?  Hardly.  let’s imagine that Dean is playing the game of 
monopoly; the BeK version.  everybody knows this game lasts forever – which is a good thing!  There are 36 squares on the board, 
not counting the corners.  So, we’ll take 12 of the squares and call them BeK’s original coop exchanges; (the exchanges Dean got 
to work with when he first arrived) Hazelton, Braddock, mcKenzie, Pettibone, Regan, Robinson, Sterling, Strasburg, Tappen, Tuttle, 
Wilton and Wing.)  Just when Dean was feeling settled, the board approves the purchase of a direct broadcasting satellite service 
and while Dean is still crunching those numbers, the whole office moves to a brand new facility!   Dean’s responsibility was to make 
sure the finance department made a smooth transition.  Soon after, Dean is directed to add equal access and Internet service to 
the balance sheet; his game board is filling up nicely.  Now Dean is just going along playing the game doing telephone/Internet/Tv 
finance business when the board of directors draws a card that says “Purchase uS West properties.”  Well, pencil and spreadsheets 
start flying as Dean adds six new properties to his BeK game board; Steele, Napoleon, lehr, linton, Wishek and Zeeland.  Soon two 
other cards are drawn, providing equal access and directing that Internet service be activated; that’s two more places on the board.  
He’s still scratching his head when yet another piece is added and can’t believe it – unlimited (they said unlimited) long distance.  any 

reprieve?  Well, the decision is made to sell the DirecTv services and eliminate that square on the game board. By 
now, Dean’s passed “go” so many times his head is spinning and the trips to the banker are making him a little dizzy; 
with working on daily cash flow, settlements and RuS loans.  So what’s the next move?  BeK begins to plow fiber to 
the home.  Remember in the real game, you can increase the value of your property by adding houses and hotels?  
BeK adds NIDs.  a new subsidiary company for business customers called BeK Business Solutions is also added 
to the board.  Now, Dean is just a little anxious when Ceo Jerome Tishmack retires and hands the “community 
chest” cards over to the new Ceo, Derrick Bulawa.  Next card - BeK Broadcasting; a brand new commodity earns 

a spot on the board and in 2009 expands to become BeK Sports Network with enough affiliates to take up half 
the block!   Dean has discovered there’s enough business ventures to keep his tape rolling and 

still has a few squares left on the board to keep the options open.  

Dean came from our sister state of minnesota and he loves to take his grandkids back to 
the “land of 10,000 lakes” for some fishing fun.  His home is in Steele and he likes to hunt 
pheasant and deer in Kidder County.  He and his wife Deb have three children: Deann, Dale 
and Danny and three grandsons.

Dean hasn’t always been just behind a desk.  In the past, he’s been to the BeK 
communities for parades, computer classes and BeK Sports/BeKTv meetings.  

He has shared his woodworking skills with aiding in the construction and 
several revisions of the BeK float.  His main public appearance however, is the 
cooperative’s annual meeting where he assists the directors, Ceo, members and 
employees throughout this event.  

Dean will celebrate his 20th year at BeK in october 2010 and although most of the 
past 20 years he’s been stuck at the office, he’s seen a lot of BeK territory to 

appreciate its hidden treasures.  For instance, he is so impressed by the beauty of St. mary’s Church in Hague which 
is reminiscent to the european churches he visited while in the service in Germany.  Take one step inside and 
you are awestruck.  once you’ve seen it, you will never forget it.

with employee Dean Priebe
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1-888-475-2361
bekcomm@bektel.com
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new memBeRS

    Hazelton - Temvik
Weiser Jill ......................... 782-4517

    Kintyre - Braddock
Gross Tom ........................ 332-6623

    Lehr
Pope Kenneth ....................378-2411

    Linton
Biesheuvel Irene ............... 254-5549
Huizenga Mavis M ............ 254-5548
Plienis Travis & Michelle ... 254-5528

    Pettibone - Lake Williams
Arena Welding &
Manufacturing ................... 273-4666

    Steele
Adair Barry & Kim ............. 475-2789
Keily Zent Danile............... 475-2085

    Sterling - Driscoll - Moffit
Goetz Lance ..................... 387-4472

    Tappen - Dawson
Crystal Springs - Lake Isabel
Pinkerton Clarissa ............ 327-8131
Sutherland Joe & Dawn .... 327-8134

    Wilton
Aarhus Glen ...................... 734-6031
Johnson J A ...................... 734-6037

    Wing - Arena
Bachmeier Curt & Tina ...... 943-2493

    Wishek
Brandner David W ............ 452-2487
Tunheim Andrew & Heidi .... 452-2060

    Zeeland
Andersen Jody B ...............423-5311

In a recent order, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) changed the FUSC factor from 
14.1% to 15.3%. 

effective april 1, 2010, the FuSC will be applied as follows:

 The FuSC charge for residential and single line businesses: 
	 	 	 •	 With	telephone	service	alone,	the	charge	will	be	$1.00/month.
	 	 	 •	 With	telephone	and	high	speed	Internet	OR	digital	television		 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 service,	the	charge	will	be	$3.00/month.
	 	 	 •	 With	telephone,	high	speed	Internet	AND	digital	television	services,		 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 the	charge	will	be	$3.82/month.

  The FuSC charge for multi-line businesses: 
	 	 	 •	 With	telephone	service	alone,	the	charge	will	be	$1.41/month.
	 	 	 •	 With	telephone	and	high	speed	Internet	OR	digital	television	service,	the	charge	will	be		 	
	 	 	 	 $3.41/month.
	 	 	 •	 With	telephone,	high	speed	Internet	AND	digital	television	services,	the	charge	will	be		 	
	 	 	 	 $4.23/month.

The purpose of this charge is to help keep rates affordable for all customers, regardless of where they 
live in the u.S. as well as to assist schools, libraries and rural healthcare providers obtain leading edge 
telecommunications services.  This current rate of 15.3% of specific regulatory and
tariff fees is set by the FCC and is subject to change upon their
determination.

The BEK Board of Directors is pleased to announce the allocation for 2009 patronage capital.  

BEK	Communications	Cooperative	will	be	allocating	$999,215	for	2009.		BEK	Coop	members	who	had	
telephone service in 2009 will receive their “Patronage Capital Statements” during the month of may.  

The Patronage Capital Statement highlights your previous balance, the new 2009 capital credit allocation 
and your current balance.  The amount of business you did with BeK in 2009 is used to calculate your 2009 
capital credit allocation.

The capital credits reported on your Patronage Capital Statement cannot be used as payment towards your 
telephone bill.  at the present time, capital credits are paid to settle an estate.  If you have any questions 
regarding your BeK Communications Cooperative Patronage Capital Statement or your capital credit 
account, please call us at 1-888-475-2361.

FCC Increased Federal Universal Service Charge (FUSC)

$1000 Scholarship Offered

If you are a BEK area student planning to enroll, or are currently enrolled, as a regular, 
full-time (12 credit hours or more) student at Williston State College - you are 
eligible to apply for a $1000 Williston State College scholarship available from
BEK Communications.

For more information and a scholarship application, contact BEK Communications at 
1-888-475-2361 or check our website at www.bektel.com and click on “About Us.” 
Hurry; applications must be received by Wednesday, June 16, 2010.  The scholarship
must be used by the 2012-2013 school year.

Capital Credit Allocation
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BEK Communications received a total of 53 scholarship applications from high school seniors throughout BEK’s service area.  
Congratulations to our nine $500 scholarship winners!

Alison Serr
linton High School

Alison	is	the	recipient	of	a	$500	Technical	Scholarship.		
She plans to attain a degree in Business management 
from Bismarck State College.  alison is the daughter 
of Rory and Becky Humann of linton, N.D.

Technical Scholarship Recipients

Brady Weber
linton High School

Brady	is	the	recipient	of	a	$500	Technical	Scholarship.		
He will attend Bismarck State College to earn a degree 
in Business administration.  He is the son of Daniel 
and Toni ann Weber of linton, N.D.

Jenna Gross
Napoleon High School 

Jenna	is	the	recipient	of	a	$500	Technical	Scholarship.		
She will attend Bismarck State College for Farm and 
Ranch management/Natural Resources.  Jenna is the 
daughter of andy and Carla Gross of Napoleon, N.D. 

2010 Scholarship Winners

Sydney Fox
Wing High School 

Sydney	is	the	recipient	of	a	$500	Broadcasting	
Scholarship.  She will attend the North Dakota 
State College of Science in Wahpeton, N.D. to earn 
a degree in Dental Hygiene.  Sydney is the daughter 
of James and Jeanette Fox of Wing, N.D.

Alexandra Schmidt
Kidder County High School – Steele

Alexandra	is	the	recipient	of	a	$500	Broadcasting	
Scholarship.  She will attend minot State university 
to work towards a Business degree.  alexandra 
is the daughter of Jeffrey and mundi Schmidt of 
Steele, N.D.

Alexis Ashley Jasper
linton High School

Alexis	is	the	recipient	of	a	$500	Broadcasting	
Scholarship.  She will attend Bismarck State 
College to work towards a degree in Pre-medical.  
alexis is the daughter of Denise Jasper-martin and 
Bruce martin of linton, N.D. and miles Jasper of 
Colstrip, m.T.

Traci Compaan
Strasburg High School

 
Traci	is	the	recipient	of	a	$500	Academic	Scholarship.		
She will attend Bismarck State College to pursue a 
career in Nursing.  She is the daughter of Brenda and 
Don Compaan of Strasburg, N.D.

Academic Scholarship Recipients

Spencer Wirt
Napoleon High School

Spencer	is	the	recipient	of	a	$500	Academic	
Scholarship.  He will attend North Dakota State 
university for agriculture engineering.  Spencer is 
the son of Brian and lila Wirt of Kintyre, N.D.

BEK Broadcasting Scholarship Recipients

Amber Ketterling
Wishek High School

Amber	is	the	recipient	of	a	$500	Academic	Scholarship.		
She plans to attend mayville State university to earn a 
degree in elementary education.  amber is the daughter 
of DelRoy and Cindy Ketterling of Wishek, N.D.
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M arch Tr iv ia
Winners :

Board of Directors
leo meier, President ................................ Hague ...........336-7258
District III

Doug Kalianoff, vice President ................ Steele ............475-2839
District II

Sanford Williams, Secretary/Treasurer .... Wing ..............943-2474
District I

William (Bill) Becker ................................. Wishek ..........452-2928
District Iv

anton Braun............................................. Napoleon ......754-4440
District Iv

Richard Hausauer .................................... Wilton ............734-6116
District I

virgil Horner ............................................. Strasburg ......336-7208
District III

Brett Stroh ............................................... Tappen ..........327-8201
District II

michael Wickenheiser .............................. linton ............254-4949
District III

Derrick Bulawa, Ceo/General manager,
    manager Feedback ............................................. 701-475-1234
 managerfeedback@bektel.com

Beacon Trivia Questions
     Barry ______________ is the new Finance Supervisor at  
 BeK Communications Cooperative. 
  

      ___________ (number) BeK employees were recognized  
 for safe driving career miles in 50,000 increments in 2009.

	 Nine	high	school	seniors	were	awarded	a	$500
 ________________________ from BeK Communications  
 this spring.

 Entries must be received by June 8, 2010.

Name ____________________________________________________  

Phone Number ____________________________________________

Clip and send to the BeK office with your phone payment. you can 
also	email	to	bekcomm@bektel.com.	We	will	be	drawing	for	five	$5.00	
credits to be applied to the winners’ phone bill.

alex Bosch, linton;
vivian Hansen, Napoleon;
marvin Heyne, linton;
Richard mitzel, Zeeland
and Connie olson, Napoleon.
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