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Dates  to
Remember
    
March 1
March Bills Mailed

March 10 
Disconnect Day

March 11 
BEK Scholarships Due

March 14
Daylight Savings Time Begins

March 17 
St. Patrick’s Day

March 19 
Reminder Notices Mailed

March 20
First Day of Spring

March 28 
Palm Sunday

April 1 
Census Day

 

Community outreach and economic development projects are dear to the hearts of the BEK 

Board of Directors.  

At the January Board Meeting of BEK Communications Cooperative, the Board of Directors 
reviewed twelve ¢ommon ¢ents Grant applications from the communities it serves.  

The ¢ommon ¢ents Grant application 
task, set before the Board of 
Directors of BEK Communications 
Cooperative twice a year, is one of 
careful deliberation.  What criteria 
fits in with BEK’s mission and long 
term goals of providing advanced, 
quality communications services and 
enhancing the quality of life in the 
communities it serves?
Let’s find out:

The Kidder County Community of Care is a nonprofit organization under the auspices of 
Kidder County Senior Services.  The purpose of the Community of Care program is to develop 
a centralized resource center for the senior citizens of Kidder County.  Their goal is to ensure 
that Kidder County’s elderly have access to the home, health and social services essential 
to their well-being and safety while allowing them to stay in their homes longer.  Under the 
¢ommon ¢ents Grant program, the BEK Board of Directors has awarded the Kidder County 
Community of Care a laptop and printer to be used for record keeping, data collection, grant 
writing and communications to assure that the Community of Care program is successful and 
that the goals of the program are reached.

¢ommon ¢ents Grants Awarded

¢ommon ¢ents continued on page 2

Kidder County Community of Care volunteers join 
President Carol A. Johnson to accept a gift certificate 
from BEK director Doug Kalianoff to use towards the 
purchase of a computer laptop and printer.
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¢ommon ¢ents continued from page one

The Wishek Baseball Boosters have been invited to host the Babe Ruth State 
Baseball Tournament in Wishek July 29 through August 3, 2010.  This tournament 
will draw many people to Wishek.  In order to host such an event, funds are needed 
for updates to the baseball facility as well as general funding for various tournament 
needs.  The BEK Board of Directors has granted $500 to the Wishek Baseball 
Boosters for this community event project.

The Sports Complex in Strasburg is the pride of the community.  The Strasburg 
Park Expansion Board is seeking funding to purchase some new tables for the park 
facility to accommodate the public at summer and fall sporting events.  A grant of 
$500 has been awarded to the Strasburg Park Expansion Board from
BEK Communications Cooperative to use towards this project.

The BEK Communications Cooperative Board of Directors is also pleased to 
announce that six additional grants were awarded to the following applicants:

Harry L. Petrie Public Library - $250 that will be used towards the purchase of a 
television to use for after school educational programming.

Logan County Interagency - $300 to be used for the American Red Cross 
Babysitting Training Course.

City of Wing - $500 that will be applied to their fund raising to use towards park 
updates including restrooms and playground equipment.

The Tuttle Senior Center - $300 to use towards the purchase of 24 padded folding 
chairs.

Active Senior Club of Steele - $200 to help defray expenses for painting the Senior 
Center.

Napoleon Golden Age Club - $200 grant to use towards special assessments.

The ¢ommon ¢ents Community Grant program was designed to support BEK’s ongoing commitment to area communities.  Since the 
program began in July 2004, BEK has awarded over $48,500 to communities applying for grants for Community Outreach or Economic 
Development. 

 Community Outreach includes support for those services, activities, and events that contribute to the economic viability, health  
 or safety, or general well-being of those residing in the community.

Economic Development includes support for communities in their efforts to create new jobs, retain businesses, and to provide 
incentives for prospective or newly developing industries.

The needs of communities are numerous.  Each new project or update often requires local volunteers and donations.  BEK Communications 
Cooperative welcomes tax-exempt, nonprofit community organizations or groups in BEK’s service area to apply for its ¢ommon ¢ents 
Grant program.  Applications may be obtained by contacting BEK at 1-888-475-2361 or they may be downloaded by going to
www.bektel.com and clicking on “About Us”.  Applications are due by January 15th and July 15th of each year for consideration.

Strasburg Park Espansion Board member Mark Voller 
accepts a ¢ommon ¢ents Grant from BEK director 
Virgil Horner in the amount of $500.

On behalf of the Wishek Baseball Boosters, Mary Ann 
Weber accepts a ¢ommon ¢ents Grant in the amount 
of $500 from BEK director Bill Becker.



It could easily be said that BEK went “green” long before it became popular.  In 
fact, it was back in 1988 when a young man named Tom Steinolfson, began 
employment at BEK as the 16th employee on the payroll.  He was what the 
veteran employees referred to as “green.”  That’s not to say he wasn’t skilled.  

Tom earned his degree at Wadena Technical College in telecommunications.  BEK is where he landed 
his first job and Steele is where he made his first home away from home, Edinburg, N.D.  The rest is, as 

they say, history.

Tom’s first rung on the BEK ladder was construction.  Then he learned the ropes of a combination technician 
before going back on the construction crew.   Although Tom loved working as an outside plant employee and the 
camaraderie of his peers, an interest sparked when an opening became available in BEK’s Central Office.  From 
Central Office Technician to Central Office Supervisor, Tom took a further step up the ladder to Network Manager.  
As Network Manager, Tom oversees the operations and budget of the Central Office; the place where advanced 
technology dreams become reality for the BEK Cooperative members.

The various positions that Tom has held over the years have given him an opportunity to work in all of the 
communities throughout the BEK service area.  He has experienced a diverse range of jobs, some that no longer 
exist.  Tom was one of the last employees to collect monthly coins from BEK’s payphones; now that’s something 
you just don’t see anymore.   The industry has constantly changed for Tom.  If you would have told him five years 
ago that he would be involved in a BEK Sports Network helping with game broadcasts for BEK members (TV 
members, no less), you would have received a good dose of Tom’s famous raised eyebrows, arms up, leg slapping, 
head thrown back, hearty laughter.  Imagine all the people that Tom has encountered over the last 21 years.  He’s 
made a lot of friends along the way, in his BEK walk as well as his social hike.

In high school, Tom proudly wore an Edinburg Spartan jersey for football and basketball.  Post high school allowed 
Tom to play sports sponsored by different merchants from the surrounding BEK communities.  He played softball 
for Doug’s Service in Steele and also joined an independent basketball league involving the communities of Steele, 
Driscoll, Sterling, Moffit, Hazelton, Braddock, McKenzie and Menoken.  Weekly games were played on the floor 
of Moffit hall.  Many opponents fell in the wake of Tom’s defensive blocks under the hoop but recovered in time to 
share refreshments and laughter after the game at one of the local establishments.

Tom enjoys hunting and boating, but mostly watching his family mature.  He and his wife Lisa have two sons, 
Ben, age 13 and Dillon, age 10.  They’ve shared 20 years together and their lives have intertwined with common 
interests such as membership with Trinity Lutheran Church of Steele and Tom’s active roles in City Council, Kidder 
County Sportsman’s Association, Steele Economic Development, the Elks, Steele Fire and Rescue and Mayor of 
the City of Steele.

Tom has hunted all over North Dakota and he says any piece of CRP land throughout South Central North 
Dakota, where pheasants abound, is simply a beautiful place to be. 

with employee Tom Steinolfson
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1-888-475-2361
bekcomm@bektel.com
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NEW MEMBERS

    Linton
Frison Charles .................. 254-5531

    Steele
Horn Darrell & Nancy ........ 475-2083

    Strasburg - Hague
Wagner Magdalena .......... 336-2820

    Wilton
Muhlhauser Gwendi .......... 734-6040
Scheitel James & Charla .. 734-6034
Zinke Mike ........................ 734-6030

The 2010  Census :

Making a Difference in Your Community
When the 2010 Census form arrives for your household in March 2010, you may wonder When the 2010 Census form arrives for your household in March 2010, you may wonder 

why the U.S. Census Bureau counts the number of people in our nation every decade. why the U.S. Census Bureau counts the number of people in our nation every decade. 

The answers might surprise you.The answers might surprise you.

First and foremost, the Constitution of the United States mandates that every person 
living in the United States must be counted every 10 years. This includes people of 
all ages, races, and ethnic groups – whether citizens or non-citizens. The purpose 
of the census is primarily to reapportion the U.S. House of Representatives based 
on population, but census data also are used to determine the locations for schools, 
housing, child-care and senior centers, shopping centers, businesses, roads and more. 

Did you know that every year, the federal government distributes more than $400 billion 
to state, local and tribal governments based on census data? That means an accurate 
count of the population can result in significant improvements in the quality of life in 
communities all across the country. 

Completing the census form is easy, important and safe, and everyone’s participation 
is vital. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with 
anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. All Census 
Bureau employees take an oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect 
the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to 
$250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both.

We move forward when you send it back.  Census Day is April 1, 2010.

For more information about the 2010 Census,
visit 2010census.gov. 
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Restor ing  Communicat ions

After the Storm

This is what happened in January:

The combination of weather patterns critically damaged 
the power grid in Burleigh, Emmons, Kidder and McIntosh 
counties in late January resulting in the long term loss 
of power which also compromised the communications 
systems in these counties.  BEK Communications 
immediately responded to prioritize the restoration of service 
based on criticality and needs of nearly 1000 cooperative 
members who were without service.

A disaster recovery plan was implemented with these critical 
communication systems identified: 
 1. BEK Communications core network, central offices  
  and headquarters facilities.
 2. State and local emergency service communications  
  and operations, as well as critical cellular circuit   
  connections.
 3. BEK remote communications cabinets. (Cabinets are 
  enclosures, located in the rural areas that house   
  the cable, wiring and service connections that serve  
  customers within a 3.5 mile radius of each cabinet)

BEK teams responded immediately on Friday,
January 22nd to begin restoring and maintaining power.  
Generators were deployed and maintained to keep cabinets 
powered.   Restoring service was hampered by dangerous 
travel conditions and the need for snow removal to access 
various facilities and cabinets.  

During these outages, BEK also assisted the County 
Sheriffs and County Emergency Managers by identifying the 
members in each county that were without phone service 
allowing them to visit those members as deemed necessary.

After service was restored, many customers served by 
copper plant reported that their phones didn’t work even 
though their neighbors’ did.  It is important to note that 
cordless phones will not work during a power outage as they 
require power from an outlet for the phone to work.  Only 
corded phones will work in the absence of power.

BEK members served by Fiber to the Home (FTTH) are 
advised to limit use of their phone service during an outage 
to extend the backup battery life as long as possible.  
Generally speaking, the backup batteries can support 
service for several hours of talk time but that will be reduced 
the longer the power is out.  Once batteries have been 
depleted, they can be recharged if the outlet that the power 
supply for the fiber equipment in the home is plugged into is 
charged by a generator.  Otherwise, service will be out until 
power is restored.

BEK continues to support its members and appreciates the 
patience of those who were affected with outages during 
and after the winter storms.  With new technology comes 
change and BEK applauds its members who are eager to 
embrace advancements and learn how to adjust during the 
challenges, such as mother nature’s brutal attacks on our 
communications network.

This is what happened in January:ed anuat hap

The combination of weather patterns critically damaged eeerr rrnrnsss crccriiionnnn of wwww yyy 
the power grid in Burleigh, Emmons Kidder and McIntoshs, KiKiKnnnn BBBuBu

BEK members served by Fiber to the Home (FTTH) aaaaaremmemme o tttB yyy FibbbbBEK b d b FibB Fibbbb
advised to limit use of their phone service during an outage  ououououeeee eeeeie rrrr

In January, south-central North Dakota suffered the far reaching after affects from a severe ice storm, heavy winds and blizzard 

conditions.  What do you do about your communication services when you find yourself stuck without power?

STORM TIPS
1. Conserve energy.  Your electrical   

  connections are a precious commodity   
  during adverse weather conditions.  

 2. Use your phone sparingly.  It is very 
  important that you limit usage to extend  
  the battery backup life.  Batteries can be  
  recharged if the outlet that the power supply  
  for the fiber equipment in the home is   
  plugged into is charged by a generator.

 3. Remember, cordless phones will not work  
  during a power outage as they require   
  power from an outlet.

 4. Know how a power outage will affect your
   services and report outages as soon as   
  possible.
   ser
  pos

 
modity  
ns.
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PO Box 230 •  200 E Broadway
Steele, North Dakota  58482

Januar y  Tr iv ia
Winners :

Board of Directors
Leo Meier, President ................................ Hague ...........336-7258
District III

Doug Kalianoff, Vice President ................ Steele ............475-2839
District II

Sanford Williams, Secretary/Treasurer .... Wing ..............943-2474
District I

William (Bill) Becker ................................. Wishek ..........452-2928
District IV

Anton Braun............................................. Napoleon ......754-4440
District IV

Richard Hausauer .................................... Wilton ............734-6116
District I

Virgil Horner ............................................. Strasburg ......336-7208
District III

Brett Stroh ............................................... Tappen ..........327-8201
District II

Michael Wickenheiser .............................. Linton ............254-4949
District III

Derrick Bulawa, CEO/General Manager,
    Manager Feedback ............................................. 701-475-1234
 managerfeedback@bektel.com

Beacon Trivia Questions
     The Constitution of the United States mandates   
 that every person living in the United States must be
 ________________________________ every 10 years. 
  

      “Local on the 8’s” is a feature on the  ______________  
 Channel.

 Power outages not only affect electrical connections,  
 they may also compromise  _______________________  
 systems.

 Entries must be received by April 9, 2010.

Name ____________________________________________________  

Phone Number ____________________________________________

Clip and send to the BEK office with your phone payment. You can 
also email to bekcomm@bektel.com. We will be drawing for five $5.00 
credits to be applied to the winners’ phone bill.

Karen Hager, Linton;
Roger Thorsness, Tappen;
Anna Horner, Linton;
Rocky Eberle, Hague
and Alan Brindle, Linton.
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