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Dates  to
Remember
June 1
June Bills Mailed
June 10
BEK Coop Annual Meeting
June 14
Flag Day
June 14 
Disconnect Day
June 20 
Father’s Day
June 21 
Summer Begins
June 22 
Reminder Notices Mailed
July 15
¢ommon ¢ents Grant 
Application Deadline

BEK Communications 
Office closes at 3:00 p.m.
on Thursday, June 10th in 

preparation for the
BEK Communications

Cooperative Annual Meeting

Harmony Tops

Annual Meeting Agenda

On the Brink, a four part acapella harmony group is top billing at the 58th Annual 

Meeting of BEK Communications Cooperative on Thursday, June 10, 2010.

BEK invites you to come for a free performance by On the Brink who will perform  
prior to the 7:00 p.m. call to order of the annual meeting. You will be entertained 
with a variety of music including spirituals, patriotic, ballads, soft rock, comedic and 
traditional barbershop style tunes – exclusively in four part acapella harmony.

Jennifer Romsaas, Carol Kurtz, Tracy Wolf and 
Janine Vining (pictured left to right) are all prior 
Sweet Adelines. They formed their group
On the Brink more than five years ago and have 
been performing for company meetings, private 
parties, church events, “Singing Valentines” and 
more. Their number one priority is FUN and their 
goal is to inspire you, make you laugh and touch 
your heart. Their music spans from the 1940’s to 
present; a little music style for everyone.

Please join us on June 10th and give a warm welcome to On the Brink.

Open the Beacon to learn more about BEK’s 58th Annual Meeting coming soon…
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Nominations For Director
The election of directors is an important part of the BEK 
Communications Cooperative Annual Meeting. It gives the members 
a voice in the operations of the cooperative. The following candidates 
have been nominated for directors:

District 1: Regan, Sterling, McKenzie, Wilton and Wing
 Richard Hausauer, Wilton (incumbent)
 Dennis Benz, Moffit

District II: Pettibone, Tappen, Robinson, Tuttle and Steele 
 No election in 2010

District III: Kintyre, Strasburg, Hazelton and Linton
 Michael Wickenheiser, Linton (incumbent)
 Vickie Martin, Linton

District IV: Lehr, Zeeland, Wishek  and Napoleon
 William (Bill) Becker, Wishek (incumbent)

Vote for your district representatives at the Annual Meeting of BEK 
Communications Cooperative, June 10, 2010. The meeting will be held 
at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium of the Kidder County School in Steele, 
N.D.

Calendar 

Photo 

Contest
We flipped the 2010 

BEK calendar to 

May and beautiful 

petunias captured by 

local photographer Doris 

Bettenhausen burst from the page. 

Never mind that it’s May 7th and it’s N.D. Arbor 

Day; we woke up to snow all around us!  We still 

believe that May should be flowers.

It’s time to make plans for the 2011 BEK calendar 
and the directory cover. We are calling on all local 
photographers to help us produce an awesome new 
year in pictures where we will feature the beauty and 
character of our service area. Show us your best 
shutter results capturing the scenes, people, places 
and events of the BEK territory in south-central North 
Dakota.

This year’s contest(s) are different. Winners will 
receive prizes and have their entries featured in the 
2011 calendar. Enter under one (or as many as you 
like) of 13 separate categories. Please note: one 
entry will be selected for the BEK telephone directory 
cover for 2011.

Photo Contest Categories*
January  Winter Splendor
February  Caring & Sharing
March  Signs of Spring
April  April Showers
May  Lots of Flowers
June  Good Old Summertime
July  American Pride/Military
August  Harvest Time
September  Back to School 
October  Signs of Autumn
November  Brilliant Skies
December  The Holidays
Cover  Wild Card Entry (no specific theme)

The deadline for this photo contest is
August 20, 2010. High resolution pictures may be 
emailed to bekcomm@bektel.com or photographs 
can be mailed to:
 BEK Communications

 Attn:  Photo Contest
 PO Box 230
 Steele, N.D.  58482

Include your contact information but do not write on 
the back of your photo. Whether you’re emailing or 
sending your photographs by mail, please indicate 
which category to enter your photo(s).

*BEK reserves the right to determine the quality of submitted 

photos and will look to other sources if quality photos are not 

submitted for each category specified.
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Never mind that it’s May

Spring Construction
Fiber will be plowed to current customers in the towns of Strasburg and 
Hague this spring. In addition, fiber will be plowed along Highway 83 
from Strasburg to Hague. K & H Electric of Linton has been awarded 
the bid to do the construction and their crews plan to begin this project 
around mid May. Construction is expected to take approximately 75 
days.

K & H Electric has helped BEK several times in the past with 
construction work to aid in delivering advanced technology to 
the members in Linton, Steele, Lehr, Zeeland, rural Pettibone and 
numerous service requests for buried cable to customer homes.

Splicing of the fiber cables will begin by the first of June and should 
be completed in August. BEK will cut over customers to the new fiber 
plant as soon as the plant is ready to place in service; this work could 
last through the end of 2010.

BEK is dedicated to the future of the communities it serves. 
Investments in state-of-the-art technology keep us on the cutting 
edge of technology allowing our customers access to future high tech 
services. New fiber facilities will enable faster broadband, along with 
the availability of High Definition TV programming.

Please note: Other spring construction initiated by you, like 
construction for a new home or business and various other projects, 
may require a construction site evaluation from BEK. If so, please 
contact our office: 475-2361or 1-888-475-2361.
And Remember…Call “811” Before You Dig!



The first lake I stepped foot into was Lake Isabel in Dawson, N.D. Did you know 
that the public side of the lake use to have a concession stand during the summer? 
Just as you walked in from the parking area there was a path to your right and there 
among the trees, was a concession stand. I didn’t know then that I was in BEK 
territory, or that I would spend most of my life here.

I spent four summers at bible camp in Lehr; the drive from Bismarck to Lehr seemed endless! It got closer 
when we moved to Sterling in 1967. There, my family began operating Tops Motel, which was built by my 

grandparents in the 50’s. Quickly I learned about hard work and small town living. I went from 25 students in a classroom 
to shared grades in one classroom. Even though I started out as a city kid, BEK territory has been a big part of my life 
and I have had many opportunities to explore the area.

I began work at BEK in 1990 as a part-timer. BEK had just done its first general retirement of capital credits and needless 
to say, when you send notices out to people who had service any time from 1957 to 1990, a few pieces of mail come 
back undeliverable! My job was to find current addresses for hundreds of our members. I loved the research; it gave me 
the chance to talk to a lot of people; sometimes I learned way more information than I needed. 

In September of 1991, I was given a full time position. Over the years I have done many jobs beginning in the finance 
department from answering phone & assisting customers, capital credits, inventory, cost study, carrier access billing, 
payments and payment posting, backup duties and much more. We have gone through a lot of changes in the 20 years 
I have been on the payroll. All of the changes that were described in the May Beacon, I have been a part of. I moved 
from the finance department to marketing/public relations in 2004. This department works with the rest of the company 
to market our services and products, educate the members on new services and enhancements, notifications and 
newsletters to the members, encourage public relations and create the pieces that tie it all together.

I write most of the articles for BEK’s monthly newsletter, the BEK Beacon and I have asked all the other employees I’ve 
written about to share their favorite place in BEK territory. That is hard for me; so many places have left an impression: 
Some of my favorite churches are the Zion Lutheran north of Driscoll, Glencoe south of Menoken and the old European 
style churches in Strasburg and Hague. While serving as Sunday School Superintendent at Steele United Methodist 
Church, our group travelled to Wing to do an Easter video at the Rocks; it was an amazing experience. Like many others, 
I love the drive along the river near Linton and Hazelton. My husband John and I have also camped along the river many 
times. A crackling North Dakota campfire, sharing stories with family and friends, is just one of my favorite things as well 
as the memories of children’s happy screeches as they pulled bullheads from the muddy waters near Moffit. Christmas 
lights in Strasburg – thank you Strasburg! With one team facing me and my team behind me, the view from the softball 
pitchers’ mounds in Sterling, Driscoll, Hazelton, Moffit, Robinson, Tappen, Steele, Dawson, Braddock and Menoken 
Grove was awesome. Sadly, some of the playing fields are no longer used, as well as the Robinson gym where our son 
scored his 1000th plus basketball career point against the Wolfpack.

BEK sponsored parades, tailgates, town meetings, cook-offs, tradeshows, kids’ games and classes get me out in 
your communities and it’s always a treat. We love the town celebrations and it’s also fun doing different events like a 
homecoming parade or kuchen contest in Wishek, N.D. How about buying melons and swapping recipes on Main Street 
in Zeeland? Mavis B., my mom loves your pickled watermelon relish recipe!

My husband John and I farm and ranch just east of Driscoll. Our children Jesse, Kelli and Mariah attended school in 
Steele. All of their activities and ours have taken us out into BEK territory. We’ve been very active in our surrounding 
communities and we’ve met so many people in this area who have enriched our lives. We plan to share all of our 
favorite spots with our four grandchildren in the years ahead.

with employee Yvonne Heaton
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811 or 1-800-795-0555

1-888-475-2361
bekcomm@bektel.com
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NEW MEMBERS

    Hazelton - Temvik
Stutesman

   Jimmy & Denise .............782-4509

    Linton
Bosch’s Bayside ...............254-5540

Linton Senior

  Center Club .....................254-5536

Saumweber Nicholas ........254-5533

Schuetzle Brian & Marie ...254-5546

Vetter Benjamin ................254-5519

Wagner Magdalena ..........254-5394

    Steele
Holm Robert .....................475-2075

Saroian Jenifer .................475-2075

Wachter Bryan ..................475-2088

    Wilton
Schurhamer

  Jamie & Nicole ................734-6047

    Wing-Arena
Hepper Tom & Nancy .......943-2485

Schaffer Brian ...................943-2478

Webster S .........................943-2499

    Wishek
Rudel Joyce ......................452-2063

    Zeeland
Holzer David .....................423-5611

New Telephone Directories

Available in June

Look for the 2010-2011 telephone directory from BEK Communications coming in June. 
Victoria Volk of Hague, N.D. captured a breathtaking photo of intricate ice crystal formations 
on tree branches and her photo was graphically enhanced with color for the cover of this 
year’s directory.  Look closely and you will see many unique ice crystal creations on each 
branch. Victoria is the local photographer whose photo was chosen from BEK’s directory 
cover photo contest to share with you throughout the year. Congratulations to Victoria on 
her winning photo which reminds us that there truly is beauty in every season.

The BEK telephone directory is an attractive and useful phone book including many special 
features:

• Easy to Use Index
• A Large Print Section for BEK Combined Listings
• Surrounding Area Listings
• Yellow Page Advertising
• Informational Pages Including:
  Calling Feature Descriptions
  Internet and TV Service Information
• Government Pages
• Area Codes
• Zip Codes

The BEK directory is never out of reach; a regular size directory will be mailed to you in June 
and you can access BEK’s online directory from anywhere by clicking on our website at 
www.bektel.com.

Special Notice About Midi Directories
A midi directory is just a smaller version of the regular directory. It is popular among people 
who like to carry a directory in their vehicle. Ordinarily, BEK produces a midi directory every 
other year, but has chosen to focus time and resources on just one size directory for 2010.

BEK plans to produce a midi directory again in June 2011 for those who 
wish to purchase this smaller version. Look for upcoming 
information about the 2011 midi directory and a 
chance to reserve your copy.

Congratulations!Congratulations!

Celebrating 100 Years in July!Celebrating 100 Years in July!

Pettibone
Fourth of July weekend, 2010

www.pettibone.us

Wing
July 16 -18, 2010
www.wingnd.com
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Check your mailbox for...

The 2009 Annual Report of BEK Communications Cooperative will be mailed to Cooperative members the week of

May 24th. The official notice of the 58th Annual Meeting, to be held on Thursday, June 10th, appears on the first page of the 

report booklet. BEK’s Annual Report contains the 2009 financial reports, officers’ reports and much more, including the 

nominees for directorship listed on page 17.

The evening begins with a delicious beef supper for you and your family served in the Kidder County School - Steele 
lunchroom beginning at 5:30 p.m. The Annual Meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the gymnasium. For your convenience, free 
child care will be available during the meeting.

We have a wonderful evening planned for you.

We’ll begin with registration and a great meal. Those attending the meal will enter the Kidder County High School – Steele 
office entrance for registration and will then be directed into the lunchroom for your meal where you may sit inside or 
outside, whichever you prefer.  When you get to the school, signs will be posted giving you directions to the registration 
and meal.

After your meal, please go into the gymnasium to enjoy the music of our featured 
acapella quartet, On the Brink. They will begin entertaining at 5:30 p.m. for 
those who have finished their meal and will continue performing a variety of 
music until 6:50 p.m. On the Brink will also assist in the opening of the 
58th Annual Meeting of BEK Communications Cooperative with the 
National Anthem at 7:00 p.m. followed by the presentation of flags 
by the Steele Amvets Color Guard.

BEK is your cooperative and you are encouraged to come and 
share our year in review to learn first hand what changes have 
taken place and what to expect in your coop’s future.

Please join us for the 58th Annual Meeting and get ready for an evening 
complete with a delicious meal, entertainment and prizes, followed 
by the business meeting of your cooperative and election of directors; 
remember, your vote counts. We look forward to seeing you on June 10th!

Annual Meeting Tellers Needed

BEK is looking for volunteers to help count election ballots at the Annual Meeting on June 10, 2010. As a member of the 
cooperative, you have the opportunity to assist in the election process at the Annual Meeting. The duties of an election teller 
are to collect the ballots, count them, certify the accuracy of the count and choose a spokesperson to report the election 
results. If you are interested in serving as an election teller, please call the BEK office by June 4th at 1-888-475-2361.
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PO Box 230 •  200 E Broadway
Steele, North Dakota  58482

Apri l  Tr iv ia
Winners :

Board of Directors
Leo Meier, President ................................ Hague ...........336-7258
District III

Doug Kalianoff, Vice President ................ Steele ............475-2839
District II

Sanford Williams, Secretary/Treasurer .... Wing ..............943-2474
District I

William (Bill) Becker ................................. Wishek ..........452-2928
District IV

Anton Braun............................................. Napoleon ......754-4440
District IV

Richard Hausauer .................................... Wilton ............734-6116
District I

Virgil Horner ............................................. Strasburg ......336-7208
District III

Brett Stroh ............................................... Tappen ..........327-8201
District II

Michael Wickenheiser .............................. Linton ............254-4949
District III

Derrick Bulawa, CEO/General Manager,
    Manager Feedback ............................................. 701-475-1234
 managerfeedback@bektel.com

Beacon Trivia Questions
On the Brink is a new show on BEKTV.
 True  False

 

The photo on the cover of the 2010/2011 BEK telephone 
directory was taken by Victoria Volk of Hague, N.D.
 True  False

K & H Electric of Linton received the bid to do 
construction work in Strasburg and Hague this spring.
 True  False

Entries must be received by July 9, 2010.

Name ____________________________________________________  

Phone Number ____________________________________________

Clip and send to the BEK office with your phone payment. You can 
also email to bekcomm@bektel.com. We will be drawing for five $5.00 
credits to be applied to the winners’ phone bill.

Michael A. Kunz, Linton;
Dorline Guthmiller, Pettibone;
Craig Kleven, Baldwin;
John J. Gross, Napoleon
and Arlene Olson, Wing.
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