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For the 59th time in history, members of BEK Communications Cooperative met for 

their annual meeting.

On the morning of June 9, 2011, residents of Steele, N.D. knew that it was BEK’s 
annual meeting day as the aroma of grilled beef roasts filled the air.  By the time 
5:30 p.m. rolled around, BEK members began filling their plates for a delicious meal 
prepared by BEK employees.  Soon the dining room at the Kidder County Steele 
Public School was filled with members, their families and guests who came to enjoy 
the meal and attend the annual meeting which began at 7:00 p.m.  A total of 752 
meals were served.

At the call of the 59th Annual 
Meeting, there were 448 
qualified registered voters.  

Their job was to vote on the 
elections in their districts, if 
applicable, and also to vote 
on three proposed bylaw 
amendments.  

Twelve election tellers and one 
coordinator were needed to 
count the ballots and report the 
results to the members.  The 
election teller and coordinator 
volunteers for the evening were: 

District I: Lois Gordian, Bonnie Lou Hedstrom and Bill Hansen, all of  Wilton
District II: Bonney Stroh of Tappen and Shirley Brusven and Kathy Benson of Steele
District III: Irene Rohrich of Strasburg and Dorothy Nicklos and Suzie Jangula  of Linton
District IV: Rolland Sayler of Wishek and Marion Piatz and David Becker of Napoleon
Meg Rath of Sterling - teller coordinator.

Dates  to
Remember
    
July 4
Independence Day

July 5 
July Bills Mailed

July 11
Disconnect Day

July 15 
¢ommon ¢ents Grant 
Applications Due

July 20 
July Bill Payments Due

 

Monday, July 4, 2011
Independence Day Observed

BEK Office Closed

Annual Meeting Highlights continued on page 2

Annual Meeting Highlights

The 2011 BEK Communications Cooperative
Board of Directors.  

Back row from left to right:  Sanford Williams, Vickie Martin,
Brett Stroh and Leo Meier.
Front row from left to right:  William “Bill” Becker, Kevin Bernhardt, 
Anton Braun, Richard Hausauer and Doug Kalianoff.
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Annual Meeting Highlights continued from page one

Incumbent directors, Sanford Williams (District I) and Doug Kalianoff (District II) 
were re-elected to the Board of Directors and Kevin Bernhardt was newly elected to 
represent District III.  The winners will serve three-year terms.  

The annual meeting theme was Connections that matter and the theme was best 
described in a 13 minute video played for the members to show the cooperative’s 2010 
year in review plus a little glimpse of the future. 

President Kalianoff and CEO Derrick Bulawa both 
shared thoughts and gave tribute to former BEK 
Director Victor Baumgartner whose funeral was 
held earlier that day.  Victor Baumgartner served 
as a director for District III from 1980 to 2007.

This year’s grand prize drawings were for two 32” 
Flat Screen LCD TV’s, a desktop computer with 
monitor and a laptop computer.  The winners of 
the televisions were Russell and Mildred Hanson 
of Steele and Lydia Braun of Dawson.  The 
winners of the computers were Pat Hieb of Steele 
and Christ and Mathilda Leier of Napoleon.

At the reorganization meeting following the 
annual membership meeting, the Board of 
Directors elected Doug Kalianoff to serve as 
President, Brett Stroh as Vice President and 
Sanford Williams as Secretary/Treasurer.

The Board of Directors thank you for attending 
the annual meeting of your cooperative and they 
look forward to serving you throughout the year 
by helping deliver connections that matter.

The voting results were reported as follows:

DISTRICT I
(Regan, Sterling, McKenzie, Wilton, Wing)

Sanford Williams, Wing (incumbent) ...................33
Spoiled Ballots .....................................................1
Total Ballots Cast ................................................34

DISTRICT II
(Pettibone, Tappen, Robinson, Steele, Tuttle)

Doug Kalianoff, Steele (incumbent) ..................121
Spoiled Ballots .....................................................1
Total Ballots Cast ..............................................122

DISTRICT III
(Linton, Kintyre, Strasburg, Hazelton) 

Virgil Horner, Strasburg (incumbent) ...................59
Kevin Bernhardt, Linton ......................................85
Spoiled Ballots .....................................................0 
Total Ballots Cast ..............................................144

DISTRICT IV
(Lehr, Zeeland, Wishek, Napoleon)

No director election in 2011

Additionally, the BEK members voted on three 
proposed bylaw amendments after an explanation 
from BEK Communications Cooperative’s legal 
counsel, Rebecca Thiem.  Attorney Thiem directed 
the members to refer to their annual report as 
she reviewed each of the printed versions of the 
proposed bylaw amendments and asked for 
questions.  Then the members were instructed to 
vote.  The voting results of the proposed bylaw 
amendments were reported as follows:

Amendment #1: Cleanup and Clarification
to the Bylaws

Yes Votes ..........................................................258
No Votes .............................................................26  
Spoiled Ballots .....................................................0

Amendment #1 Passed

Amendment #2: To Permit Voice Votes for 
Uncontested Director Elections

Yes Votes ..........................................................249
No Votes .............................................................45  
Spoiled Ballots .....................................................6 

Amendment #2 Passed

Amendment #3: A Director May Not Have Been 
a Cooperative Employee for the Two Years 

Preceding Election as a Director

Yes Votes ..........................................................217
No Votes ............................................................  52  
Spoiled Ballots .....................................................7 

Amendment #3 Passed

The National Anthem was sung by Mattie 
Olson and Jamie Blotter, students from 
the Kidder County Steele Public School.

Tom Steinolfson of BEK Communications 
presents Russell & Mildred Hansen of Steele 
with a 32” Flat Screen TV.

Lydia Braun of Dawson receives her 32” Flat 
Screen TV from Tom Steinolfson of BEK 
Communications.

Pat Hieb receives her new desktop computer 
and monitor from Tom Steinolfson of BEK 
Communications.

Tom Steinolfson of BEK presents Christ & 
Mathilda Leier with their new
laptop computer. 

The Linton American Legion Color Guard 
Dan R. Richardson Post 54 presented the 
flags at the annual meeting.
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 “Non sibi sed patriae” is a phrase often associated with the U.S. Navy.  It 

means “not self but country.” BEK employee, Brad Heier dedicated three years 

to the U.S. Navy as an aircraft mechanic.  During this month of July as our 

thoughts are focused on celebrations of our independence, join us in thanking 

Brad and others like him for  serving our country.  

When Brad started his employment at BEK in May of 1998, he must have been a little nervous.  You know, 
dealing with new job jitters, meeting all kinds of new people, learning new terminology and technology, and 
then there was that other thing going on in his life - the excited, ecstatic, slightly anxious fiancé bouncing all 

over the place waiting for him to tie the knot (not the nautical knot, the real thing) in just the next month!

Brad managed to handle it all in true blue fashion.  He earned an Electronics Technology Degree from North 
Dakota State College of Science, Wahpeton and that allowed him to practice his skills with the BEK construction 
crew to deliver new services and work on the upkeep and maintenance of existing cable.  North Dakota One Call 
is a great service for contractors and customers to call to have buried cable and lines located before they start a 
construction project.  Even so, some jobs still require extra care and attention.  Brad discovered that underground 
sprinklers are not your friend when burying communications cable.

From the construction crew, Brad moved on to become a combination technician for Tappen, Tuttle, Robinson and 
Pettibone.  Additionally, Brad earned the title of  “roamer.” As a roamer, he installed and maintained telephone and 
Internet equipment in all of the BEK exchanges.  You get to see a lot of the BEK area when you are a roamer and 
one of the benefits of putting on the miles is the awesome scenery you get to see along the way; like the area Brad 
enjoys west of Linton and Strasburg – the rolling hills along the river with picture perfect landscape, wildlife and 
livestock makes the trip enjoyable.

In December of 2002, Brad made a lateral move in the company to the Central Office where he works with the 
team that installs and maintains the equipment.  These are the employees who make all the BEK services workable 
so they can be delivered to the end user (you).  He is a very meticulous person and he’s just one of those “techy” 
people who gets his kicks out of learning and using all the new technology in the communications industry.  
Imagine his response if you asked him if he remembers when he first started at BEK and the buzz was all about 
Caller ID.  Oh, yeah, we’re still buzzing about that  - because now you can get it on your TV too with BEKTV 
service!    They say if you don’t like the weather in North Dakota, wait a day.  The same philosophy must hold true 
for technology – if you wait a day, there’s something new.  Aren’t we fortunate that there are people like Brad who 
get excited to bring that new technology to us?

Generally, kids love to be outside and what better way to get the most of the outdoors than to take your children 
camping.  That’s what Brad and his wife Antoinette do.  They load up the camper, add their two kids, Makena and 
Kaden, throw in the dog, Caillou and head for some place like Beaver Lake State Park 17 miles SE of Napoleon.  
Here they fish, do a little hiking, boating, knee boarding and water skiing.  At the end of the day when the winds 
calm and everyone settles down a bit from too much sun and activity, they enjoy the crackling of a good fire, 
maybe with other campers.  Occasionally the dog sits up with ears wide, eyes fixed and the chatter stops briefly 
to a whisper.  They listen to the night sounds of birds, coyotes, fish jumping in the water or maybe a far off train 

whistle.  Then stories, jokes and talk resume and laughter breaks the evening silence as stars shine bright 
above them.  This is how the Heier’s get away to relax.

with employee Brad Heier
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1-888-475-2361
www.bektel.com

bekcomm@bektel.com

NEW LISTINGS

The new telephone directories have arrived!  The 
2011-2012 edition of the BEK/West River Missouri 
Slope Telephone Directory was mailed to BEK 
customers in June.  Each customer was mailed one 
midi directory.  The new midi was chosen for its 
handy size, but don’t let the book size fool you.  The 
print size is exactly the same as it was in our former 
large directory.

The BEK directory includes listings from 
BEK Communications and West River 
Telecommunications based out of Hazen, N.D., as 
well as Bismarck listings. This gives BEK customers 
the advantage of hundreds of additional listings.

After receiving your directory, please check your listing for any errors.  If you find any 
errors, please report them as soon as possible.  While every effort is made to improve 
each issue and to eliminate all errors in the BEK/West River Missouri Slope Telephone 
Directory, BEK Communications and the publishers of the directory do not assume any 
liability because of errors and omissions that may occur in the telephone directory.

If you did not receive the new directory or need extra copies, additional directories are 
available at the following locations:  

Bismarck – BEK Business Solutions - 723 Memorial Highway 
 First Community Credit Union - 425 N. 5th St. or 3201 Weiss Ave

Braddock – Hager’s Bar

Dawson – Dawson Cafe

Hague – Hague Store

Hazelton – Bank of Hazelton

Kintyre – Titan Machinery

Lehr – Security State Bank (M-W-F mornings)

Linton – BNC National Bank

Napoleon – Stock Growers Bank

Pettibone – T & V Grocery

Regan – Regan Farmers Union Elevator

Robinson – First Security Bank – West (open mornings)

Steele – BEK Communications Headquarters

Sterling – Cenex Tops Truck Stop

Strasburg – Strasburg State Bank

Tappen – Tappen Farm Supply

Tuttle – Tuttle Community Store

Wilton – City of Wilton (Auditor’s Office) and First State Bank of Wilton

Wing – Chat & Chew Cafe

Wishek – Security State Bank

Zeeland – McIntosh County Bank

NEW

Telephone Directories
NEW LISTINGS

     Hazelton - Temvik
Brown Leo ................................................................... 782-4330
Deis Alex ...................................................................... 782-4529
Midwest Armor........................................................... 782-3000

    Kintyre - Braddock
Massen James .............................................................. 332-6512

    McKenzie - Menoken
Podoll Mary & Brad ................................................... 673-3501

    Napoleon
Gator Joe ...................................................................... 754-2052
Gross Donavan ............................................................ 754-2052
Harper Robert ............................................................. 754-2332
Osborn Quinton ......................................................... 754-2069

    Rural Bismarck
A Prairie Breeze RV Park ........................................... 224-8215
Aberle Robert & Janice............................................... 223-1077
Aberle Ron & Dawn ................................................... 258-9645
Aberle Ron Shop ......................................................... 224-1757
Anderson Sonna M .................................................... 224-0963
Backhaus Troy & Tammy ........................................... 258-5368
Carlson Jacob & Beth ................................................. 223-1814
Forderer Kevin & Susan ............................................. 258-8200
Frank Duane & Nordean ........................................... 223-8011
Grosz Gary & Marlene ............................................... 255-0148
Haught Eldon & Jane .................................................. 258-8618
Heinle Kevin & Shannon ........................................... 204-7940
Hermanson Rebecca J ................................................ 221-0545
Kuntz Albert & Linda ................................................. 255-0414
Leingang Jeff & Norma .............................................. 224-1689
Leintz Jay & Jill ............................................................ 221-3087
Miller Bob & Darla ..................................................... 255-2469
Mowder Ralph & Deborah ........................................ 258-2786
Nelson Keith & Erin ................................................... 204-7937
Riehl Ryan & Trudy .................................................... 250-8181
Saude Jerry M .............................................................. 224-0963
Schirado Russell & Holly ........................................... 258-0701
Schirado Tim & Lori .................................................. 221-2200
Schonert Doug & Patricia .......................................... 223-1610
Schonert Terri ............................................................. 258-9938
Sieler Ron & Ileen ....................................................... 223-2299
Simenson Dennis & Carol ......................................... 224-1245
Spitzer John O ............................................................. 223-0948
Sutheimer Jason & Andrea ........................................ 255-2922
Von Ruden Ralph & Janet .......................................... 223-4773
Wonnenberg Douglas D & Robyn ............................ 258-9179
Zander Steve & Jana ................................................... 255-6210

    Steele
Mardikian Jodi & Richard ......................................... 475-2065
Riesenbeck Pam .......................................................... 475-2931

    Sterling - Driscoll - Moffit
Bullinger Shaun........................................................... 387-4206
Riederer Chance ......................................................... 387-4217
Seelye Pete.................................................................... 387-4203

    Strasburg-Hague
Quellhorst Tara & Kal ................................................ 336-7903

   Tappen - Dawson
 Crystal Springs - Lake Isabel
Brobst Clint ................................................................. 327-8403

    Wilton
Speten Kayla ................................................... 734-6277

    Wishek
Clydes Restoration & Auto Body .............................. 452-4467
Dotson Terry ............................................................... 452-4487
Eiseman James & Sharon ........................................... 452-4499
Werth Art ..................................................................... 452-4482

    Zeeland
Engelhart Justin & Janet ............................................. 423-5307
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Calendar

Photo Contest
What do artists Thomas Kinkade, Terry Redlin and former N.D. artist 

Gary Miller have in common?

Their paintings capture the superb detail of beautiful landscapes.  Many 
of their works tell a story; they may preface with an object or a building, 
but look at the foreground and background detail to see the awesome 
scenery displayed on the canvas.  It can actually take your breath away 
and make you wish you were right there!

BEK’s 2012 calendar will carry a theme – the theme chosen for 2012 
is LANDSCAPES.  We challenge our local photographers to do what 
the artists do, only to do it with a camera instead of a brush. With your 
camera, you possess the same talent as an artist, the ability to see 
beyond the object.  Share the beauty around us.  Show us the natural 
inland scenery of our region/state.  Now is a perfect time; Mother Nature 
is breathing down our necks and continually changing our landscapes.  
It’s time to capture our surroundings because a year from now, it may all 
look different.  And remember, each season changes the landscape as 
well.  Look in your archives for seasonal landscape pictures to submit in 
our contest.

Wikipedia says that a landscape comprises the visible features of an 
area of land, including the physical elements of landforms such as 

mountains, hills, water bodies such as rivers, lakes, ponds and the sea, 
living elements of land cover including indigenous vegetation, human 
elements including different forms of land use, buildings and structures, 
and transitory elements such as lighting and weather conditions.  We 
may not have mountains in North Dakota, but we are confident you can 
help us produce an awesome North Dakota Landscapes calendar for 
2012.  Winners will receive a prize and have their entries featured in the 
calendar.  Please send landscape photos only.*

The deadline for this photo contest is 
September 8, 2011.  High resolution 
pictures may be emailed to 
bekcomm@bektel.com and 
photographs can be mailed to:
BEK Communications
Attn:  Calendar Photo Contest
PO Box 230
Steele, N.D.  58482

Include your contact information but do not write on the 
back of your photo.
(BEK reserves the right to determine the quality of submitted photos.)

*This contest is limited to the 2012 Landscapes calendar.  The directory 

cover photo contest will be announced at a later date. 
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PO Box 230 •  200 E Broadway
Steele, North Dakota  58482

M ay Tr iv ia
Winners :

Board of Directors
Doug Kalianoff, President ........................ Steele ............475-2839
District II

Brett Stroh, Vice President ...................... Tappen ..........327-8201
District II

Sanford Williams, Secretary/Treasurer .... Wing ..............943-2474
District I

William (Bill) Becker ................................. Wishek ..........452-2928
District IV

Kevin Bernhardt ....................................... Linton ............782-4213
District III

Anton Braun............................................. Napoleon ......754-4440
District IV

Richard Hausauer .................................... Wilton ............734-6116
District I

Vickie Martin ............................................ Linton ............254-4577
District III

Leo Meier ................................................. Hague ...........336-7258
District III

Derrick Bulawa, CEO/General Manager,
    Manager Feedback ............................................. 701-475-1234
 managerfeedback@bektel.com

Betty Bachmeier, Strasburg
Mary Ann Deisz, Linton
Marlys Enzminger, Tappen
James Feist, Zeeland
Lester Ibach, Linton
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Beacon Trivia Questions
     The 2011-2012 BEK telephone directory includes   
 listings from BEK Communications and    
 ____________________________ Telecommunications.
  
      The BEK office will be closed Monday,    
 ____________________ to observe Independence Day.
 

 __________________________ Grant applications are   
 due July 15th.

 
Entries must be received by August 9, 2011.

Name ____________________________________________________  

Phone Number ____________________________________________

Clip and send to the BEK office with your phone payment.  You can 
also email to bekcomm@bektel.com.  We will be drawing for five 
$5.00 credits to be applied to the winners’ phone bill.
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