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Dates  to
Remember
    
February 2
Groundhog Day

February 4 
February Bills Mailed

February 6 
Super Bowl XLV

February 14 
Valentine’s Day

February 15
Disconnect Day

February 20 
February Bill Payments Due

February 21 
Presidents’ Day

February 23 
BEK Nominating Committee 
Meets

 SCHOLARSHIP 

APPLICATIONS DUE:

March 1, 2011

Foundation for Rural Service

March 10, 2011

BEK – Academic, Technical & 

Broadcasting

Nominating Committee Appointed
The BEK Communications Cooperative Board of Directors has appointed seven 

Cooperative members to the Nominating Committee.  

The committee is scheduled to meet on Wednesday, February 23, 2011 to nominate 
members from three districts as candidates for election to the Board of Directors.  
The election is to be held during the BEK Communications Cooperative 59th Annual 
Meeting on June 9, 2011. (There will not be an election in District IV this year.)

The following Nominating Committee Members were appointed to their respective 
districts that will hold elections at the 2011 Annual Meeting:  

District I
(Regan, Sterling, McKenzie, Wilton, Wing)

LaVerne Rachel, Wing, 943-2437
Quirina Schmidt, Menoken,

673-3179 or 255-1694

District II
(Pettibone, Tappen, Robinson,

Tuttle, Steele)
Randy Kapp, Medina, 327-4403
Wayne Moen, Steele, 475-2447

District III
(Kintyre, Strasburg, Hazelton, Linton)

Wes Mastel, Hague, 336-7487
Ronald Volk, Strasburg, 336-7218

Mary Ann Gefroh, Linton, 254-4528

District IV
(Lehr, Zeeland, Wishek, Napoleon)

(No election in 2011)

Are You Interested in Being a 
Candidate for Director or Taking Part 
in the Process to Select a Candidate?

BEK Communications Cooperative 
members may participate in the 
nominations of candidates for Director 
by contacting the committee members 
in your district, by nomination from the 
floor at the annual meeting, or by petition 
as provided in the Cooperative’s bylaws 
which are printed in the BEK/West River 
Missouri Slope Telephone Directory.  If 
you are personally interested in being a 
candidate for Director, please contact a 
committee member. Director elections 
will be held at the Annual Meeting of 
BEK Communications Cooperative on 
Thursday, June 9, 2011.
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Allow us to introduce Ryan Graba. He is the newest addition to the staff of 

BEK Communications.  On January 3, 2011, BEK rang in the new year by 

welcoming Ryan, graphic designer, to the marketing team.

Whether it’s your BEK bill, our 
websites, a brochure, a bill insert, 
newspaper ads, company vehicles, 
channel lineups, billboards, BEK 
Sports schedules or a host of other 
advertising/promotion pieces, much 
thought and work goes in to the 
design of each piece that you see.  
Creating BEK’s marketing materials 
for phone, Internet and TV related 
services is Ryan’s job and we plan to keep him busy.  We’re just as excited to 
have him on board as he is to be with BEK.  Like he says, he’s anxious to work 
on various jobs that he can “sink his teeth in, creatively.”

Ryan earned an Associate’s degree in Commercial Art from Bismarck State 
College (BSC) and a Bachelors of Fine Art degree from North Dakota State 
University (NDSU).  Not every art student gets an opportunity to study abroad, 
but Ryan did.  In 2006, he won a scholarship to attend summer art classes in 
Viterbo, Italy.  Viterbo is known as one of the best-preserved medieval centers 
in Italy; pretty much untouched since the Middle Ages; it’s very historical and 
picturesque, a natural setting for an aspiring art student.

Ryan recently moved from Fargo to Bismarck.  While attending NDSU he did part-
time graphic design work for Premiere Printing in Fargo and most recently he was 
employed with Davon Press, a division of Forum Communications, in West Fargo.

Ryan comes from a very small family; he has no siblings.  His parents live and 
work in Bismarck and his move to Bismarck was so he could be closer to his 
friends and family.  He enjoys reading, music, painting/drawing and computers.  
What gets him moving is bicycling and Frisbee golf.  His favorite sport?  Well, it 
must be football because he says he likes following the NFL and he also plays 
Fantasy Football.  His favorite football team is the Vikings; so it’s probably safe 
to say his “football fantasy” then, is that the Vikings win a Super Bowl title in his 
lifetime. Ha!

Welcome to  BEK

Won't You Join Us at the 2011 KFYR 

Radio Agri-International Trade Show?

hi b W ’ j t it d t

Don’t wait for the snow to melt to get out and have some fun!  Meet your 

friends and neighbors for some fun activities at the upcoming

2011 KFYR Radio Agri-International Trade Show.

The 34th Annual KFYR Radio Agri-International Trade Show is scheduled 
for February 15 & 16, 2011 at the Bismarck Civic Center.  BEK invites you 
to visit us at our booth for these two days in February.  BEK is among the 
400 exhibit booths that will pack the Bismarck Civic Center for seminars, 
educational programs and various activities.

Join thousands of farm and ranch families at this annual mid-winter event 
that is a marketplace for farmers, ranchers and agri-businesses.

For more information on this year’s event,
go to www.kfyr.com/pages/agri.html

Keep an Eye to the 
Sky and Be Informed
Winter weather in North Dakota has its 

challenges and being well informed can help 

you plan ahead.

   Phone Info:  Call 511 to get updated weather  
   and road conditions for specifi c highways.   
   You can easily access information for
   North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana and  
   Minnesota.
   Internet Info:  From the BEK website you
   can click on Resources to get current road  
   conditions, forecasts, warnings etc.
   TV Info:  Watch and listen for travel alerts,  
   school closings and current conditions on  
   BEKTV – Ch. 13, KX Weather; Ch. 27, BEK
   Local Weather or Ch. 180, The Weather  
   Channel (Ch. 11 on Classic Cable).

Storm Tips

 1. Conserve energy.  Your electrical connections
   are a precious commodity during adverse  
   weather conditions.  
 2. Use your phone sparingly.  It is very important  
   that you limit usage to extend the battery  
   backup life.  Batteries can be recharged if the
   outlet that the power supply for the fi ber  
   equipment in the home is plugged into is
   charged by a generator.
 3. Remember, cordless phones will not work  
   during a power outage as they require power  
   from an outlet.
 4. Know how a power outage will affect your  
   services and report outages as soon as  
   possible.



Gene Zimmerman was just a toddler when construction crews arrived at the family farm 

to bring telephone services to rural Dawson.

He and his parents, Isedor and Evelyn, are from the generation that witnessed the 
placement of telephone poles across the prairie, damaged lines and poles after storms, 

broken insulators from Mother Nature or human target practice and eventually, the elimination of the telephone 
poles altogether to be replaced by underground cable.  Young farm hands had to learn sleek farming maneuvers with 

their farm equipment to avoid hooking on to a pole yet getting as close as they possibly could, just because!  Once the 
poles were discarded, these maneuvers were no longer necessary, but the practices were instilled and undoubtedly used 
in future tight spots.  Many telephone poles were recycled by area farmers/ranchers for pole barns and landscaping.

Gene is a combination technician for BEK.  He is responsible for the northeast quadrant of BEK territory which includes Pettibone, 
Robinson, Steele, Sterling, Tappen and Tuttle.  His work duties include connections for new subscribers and troubleshooting for 
phone, Internet and TV services.  His TV background began with his initial employment experience helping with installations for 
our DirecTV product.  Gene enjoys working with our customers.  A new connect is often a new acquaintance and a trouble call 
enables Gene to be your new best friend.  The rewarding part of his job is clearing a trouble for someone he has known all his 
life.  He says it’s a really good feeling when he can drive away knowing their services are working properly.  Heck, it must also be 
a good feeling to know he has state-of-the-art equipment to rely on and doesn’t have to climb a pole to fix anything!  Not only do 
the customers in his service area rely on him, the office staff does as well.  Gene makes sure all of our connections are working 
properly for special events like community meetings, fairs, BEK Bytes classes or radio broadcasts.

There are people who go out in the world to explore new places and cultures and there are those who are happy to explore their 
own backyard, so to speak.  What is Gene’s favorite place to visit in BEK territory?  The answer is not surprising.  It’s just four 
miles north of Dawson, on a hill in his pasture where he can watch the sun come up over Sibley Lake and listen to the geese.  
It’s breathtaking, it’s peaceful, it’s home and it’s hard to beat.  Gene is true to his beginnings and you won’t find a more loyal 
community servant.

Gene has lived his whole life on the family farm north of Dawson – born, raised and educated in Kidder County.  He went to 
school in Dawson and Steele.  He played baseball and football for Steele-Dawson High School.  He remained a Pirate fan 
throughout his children’s school years, helping on the field at home football games while his son Brad played and daughter 
Heather cheered.  His continuing education never ends.  It includes lessons learned and skills achieved through farm/ranch 
work, a 35 year marriage to Pat (WOW, as he says), raising a family, serving on community boards such as the Dawson Fire 
District, Dawson Lutheran Church Council and the Kidder County Fair, eight years as a sales rep for ABS, 14 years for BEK and 
countless friendships.

Here’s the best part, his friendships and the stories he loves to hear and tell.  He doesn’t like to be the center of attention, but 
he loves being a part of the action.  Hunting adventures?  He’s got ‘em.  Twenty-five years of softball, starting with his Agnew 
Steel team, later Doug’s Service, playing all over BEK territory and tournaments across the state - Gene says it was a blast!  
How about the many years of guidance and support for his children at the Kidder County 4-H Fair and the State Fair in Minot; 
hanging on the gates at the fair barns with other parents and beaming with pride? Years of helping with the annual Dawson 
pancake and sausage dinner.   Say, what about the summers spent at the cabin at Lake Isabel?  With his family grown, there 
are many more adventures on the horizon.  Son Brad and his wife Lisa live on the same farmstead as Gene and Pat with their 
children (proudly stated…Gene’s grandchildren), Collin and Taylor.  Daughter Heather is recently married to Shaun Aarhus and 
they live in Williston. 

He works hard.  He plays hard.  You can tell it’s been one big adventure for Gene, right here…close to home.  If you say, 
“Hey Gene, remember when…” he will bow his head slightly and nod in remembrance and begin chuckling even before 

the story begins.

broken insulators from Mothlal

with employee Gene Zimmerman
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1-888-475-2361
bekcomm@bektel.com
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NEW MEMBERS

    Hazelton - Temvik
Luebke Natalie ............................782-4513

    Kintyre - Braddock
Osborn Quinton ..........................332-6630

    Lehr
Hillert Martin & June ...................378-2416

    Linton
Lipp Lee A ...................................254-4257

Schiermeister Antoinette .............254-5556

     McKenzie - Menoken
Kraft Troy & Cassie .....................673-3504

    Napoleon
White Georgia .............................754-2066

    Regan
Steinert Jordan ...........................286-6206

    Steele
Allen Randall ..............................475-2180

Brusven Troy & Bonnie ...............475-2940

    Strasburg - Hague
Hoffer Glen & Nancy ...................336-7906

North Central Farmers Elevator ..336-7910

    Wilton
Erlandson Robert & Kelly ............734-6252

Krueger Blake .............................734-6821

    Wishek
Ackerman Albert .........................452-2704

Harr Esther .................................452-2083

Nies Clark ...................................452-2085

Piccadilly Circus Cafe .................452-2091

Zimmerman Raymond ................452-2086

Directory  L is t ings  Dead l ine :

March 1, 2011
Have you checked your directory listing lately?  Pinnacle Publishing, publisher of the 

BEK/ West River Missouri Slope Telephone Directory, will distribute the 2011/2012 

telephone directory in June of 2011.  Now is the time to look at your current listing.

March 1, 2011 is the deadline for making changes or additions to the 2011/2012 
directory.  Requests for directory advertising will also be accepted until
Tuesday, March 1, 2011. Changes or additions to directory listings are only accepted 
from the person whose name appears on the account or an authorized account contact.

Our goal is to improve each issue of the BEK / West River Missouri Slope Telephone 
Directory and to eliminate all errors.  Occasionally, however, errors will be found.  After 
you have had an opportunity to check your own listing in the directory, we would 
appreciate you advising us of any corrections or additions that need to be made.

BEK Communications Cooperative and the publishers of the directory do not assume 
any liability because of errors and omissions that may occur in the telephone directory.

If you have any listings you would like to add to the directory, or need to make any 
corrections or changes to your present listing, please contact BEK Communications 
toll free at 1-888-475-2361.

A Notice About Your Monthly BEK Bill

BEK bills have traditionally been mailed to subscribers the 1st of the month.  
Beginning with the February 2011 billing, subscribers will receive their 
statements anywhere between the 1st and 4th of the month.  Long distance 
call data is now being processed on a regular monthly cycle of the first of the 
month to the end of the month; rather than mid month to mid month.  
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Scholarship Deadlines Approaching

Telecom Career Exploration Academy

In support of continuing education for rural youth, BEK Communications is proud to sponsor four scholarship programs for graduating 

seniors.  To qualify, the applicants’ parents must be subscribers of BEK Communications.

Applications for the following scholarships may be obtained from your school counselor, online at
www.bektel.com or requested from BEK Communications at 1-888-475-2361.

 * Up to three $500 Academic Scholarships will be awarded to students who enroll in an accredited      
  college or university working towards a bachelor degree.
 * Up to three $500 Technical Scholarships will be awarded for students interested in pursuing a post-     
  secondary education in a vocational, technical or trade college, working towards a program 
  certificate, diploma or associate degree.
 * Up to three $500 Broadcasting Scholarships will be awarded for students who have completed    
  training in BEK’s broadcasting program, have participated in at least one live event and are enrolled    
  in an accredited college, vocational or technical post secondary education school.

These scholarships will be awarded to high school seniors graduating in 2011 and will be applied to their first year as a college student.  
Applications must be post-marked or delivered to the BEK office no later than March 10, 2011.

 * The Foundation for Rural Service (FRS) Scholarships.  There are 30 national scholarships available.  Should a student from   
  our service area be selected, BEK will contribute an additional $500 to the scholarship, for a total one-time scholarship award  
  of $2,500.  It should be noted that preference will be given to individuals expressing an interest in returning to a rural area to   
  work following graduation.  Applications are available from your guidance counselor or can be downloaded from the FRS web  
  site at http://www.frs.org.  Completed applications should be sent directly to FRS, postmarked no later than March 1, 2011.    
  Applications postmarked after March 1st will not be accepted.  

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS!
Don’t miss a great opportunity - Huge benefits to sophomore 

and junior high school students who attend the Telecom Career 

Exploration Academy in June 2011.

The communications industry offers challenging, high skilled 
careers.  If your interests lie in emerging networks, including fiber 
optic and wireless data transport and internet-protocol based 
television (IPTV) and more, you will learn some amazing things on 
how your local telephone company provides you telephone, Internet 
and TV services when you attend the Telecom Career Exploration 
Academy.

Here is your chance to find out if this career path is for you.  Join 
many other students with the same interests at the 2011 Telecom 
Career Exploration Academy in Bismarck, N.D. during the first week 
of June.

The Telecom Career Exploration Academy will be held in the 
Bismarck Public Schools Career Academy building on the campus 
of Bismarck State College, June 5 - 10, 2011.  

Those attending the academy will explore basic 
telecommunications skills and gain insight into many different 
career positions in the communications industry.  Classroom 
activities will focus on activities and tours designed to build insight 
into telecommunications skills and knowledge.  

Don’t miss out on the additional benefits of attending the 
Telecommunications Academy:
 * Students completing the academy will earn one-fourth   
  school credit.
 * BEK sponsored students completing the Academy will
  be awarded a $125 stipend from BEK Communications   
  Cooperative.
 *  Bismarck State College Foundation will be offering $1,000  
  scholarships in related studies to three (3) students attending  
  the academy.  The scholarships will be awarded at the   
  graduation ceremony on June 10, 2011.

Deadline for all applications is April, 15, 2011.  For more 
information regarding the Telecom Career Exploration Academy, 
contact Tammy Heick, Telecom Career Exploration Academy 
Coordinator at (701) 250-7911 (Telephone AT&S Program) or 
theick@telephone-ats.com.

Several agencies have partnered together to offer this great 
opportunity to current high school sophomores and juniors.  The 
2011 Telecommunications Academy is sponsored by Bismarck 
Public Schools, Bismarck State College, North Dakota Department 
of Career & Technical Education, Telephone Apprenticeship Training 
and Safety Program, BEK Communications Cooperative and several 
local independent telephone companies throughout the region.
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December  Tr iv ia
Winners :

Board of Directors
Doug Kalianoff, President ........................ Steele ............475-2839
District II

Brett Stroh, Vice President ...................... Tappen ..........327-8201
District II

Sanford Williams, Secretary/Treasurer .... Wing ..............943-2474
District I

William (Bill) Becker ................................. Wishek ..........452-2928
District IV

Anton Braun............................................. Napoleon ......754-4440
District IV

Richard Hausauer .................................... Wilton ............734-6116
District I

Virgil Horner ............................................. Strasburg ......336-7208
District III

Vickie Martin ............................................ Linton ............254-4577
District III

Leo Meier ................................................. Hague ...........336-7258
District III

Derrick Bulawa, CEO/General Manager,
    Manager Feedback ............................................. 701-475-1234
 managerfeedback@bektel.com

Beacon Trivia Questions
     District IV is not seeking nominations for a position on 
 the BEK Board of Directors in 2011.  True or False   
 (circle correct answer) 
 
      BEK Sports will broadcast the individual final 
 championships of the State Wrestling tournament on  
 _________________________, February 19th. 

You can change your neighbor’s directory listing if you  
 like.  True or False (circle correct answer)

Entries must be received by March 10, 2011.

Name ____________________________________________________  

Phone Number ____________________________________________

Clip and send to the BEK office with your phone payment.  You can 
also email to bekcomm@bektel.com.  We will be drawing for five 
$5.00 credits to be applied to the winners’ phone bill.

Peggy Boe, Menoken
Delma Dyk, Strasburg
Elmer Erbele, Lehr
Roger Hasse, Tappen
DelRoy Ketterling, Wishek
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