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Dates  to
Remember
    

August 3
August Bills Mailed

August 11 
Disconnect Day

August 13
Country Cook-off Finale' in 
Steele

August 20 
Reminder Notices Mailed

September 7
Labor Day
BEK Office Closed

 

story continued on page 2

DEADLINE
Calendar photo contest

August 7th

Submit your photos today!

Driven to provide the best in live local high school sports, BEK Communications 

invested in a state-of-the-art mobile television production studio in 2006 and hit the 

road to deliver local sports coverage in BEK territory.

At first, BEK Sports’ focus was to broadcast competitive games of rival teams from 
South Central North Dakota. Then, during the winter of 2008, the first state-wide BEK 
Sports event hit TV screens when 11 telephone cooperatives/companies partnered to 
carry the State Class “B” Wrestling Tournament from the Bismarck Civic Center. “The 
State Wrestling was a big step for us,” says Jordan Hassler, BEK Sports’ Broadcast 
Supervisor.  “It was the first opportunity for BEK Sports to showcase its talent on a 
state-wide level.” The following summer, Hassler and the BEK Sports team delivered 
the North Dakota Shrine Bowl games for the very first time, live from the FargoDome. 

This summer, BEK Sports expanded even further to include live coverage of not only 
the Shrine Bowl games, but also the Lions All-Star games.  Thanks to BEK Sports’ 
broadcast partners, almost 180,000 North Dakota homes were able to view these 
games live.

This is only the beginning.

In the fall of 2009, BEK Sports will expand again.  Expansion this time does not mean 
just a few state-wide events.  It means expansion from one network to three.  This 
means more games, more venues and wider areas of coverage.  How?  It takes 
several players to make a game.  It also takes several teams to make a network of 
games available to a TV audience.  Excitement is mounting within eight companies 
as they set the pace for the 2009/2010 local high school sports TV season.  Here is a 
peek at the playbook:
 

BEK SportsBEK Sports
Bursts ForwardBursts Forward
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BEK Sports Bursts Forward continued from page one

BEK Spor ts  Network

Gains a Teammate
Nick Hulberg joins the BEK Sports team not as a rookie or a bench 
warmer, but as a contender. 

The 2009 game plan for BEK Sports has changed course from the 
’08 plan.  As described in the article on page one, BEK Sports is 
expanding to include two additional networks.  With 
that expansion, comes Nick Hulberg.

Nick was hired June 8, 2009 as Broadcast Director 
for BEK Sports.  He will oversee all aspects of the 
live game broadcast including production and 
play by play for broadcasts in the Reservation 
Telephone, Midstate Telephone Company and SRT 
Communications service areas.   Nick will also work 
with the BEK advertising and sales department in 
corporate partnership for the “west” region.  Nick will 
be headquartered in Minot, North Dakota.

What do you do when you love sports, you love to talk and you 
want to share the game with anyone who will listen?  You know the 
people, the ones who can’t stand still while holding a football or 

baseball in their hands, tossing it back and forth, while discussing 
last night’s game. These are broadcast people and Nick Hulberg is 
one of them.  He spent four seasons with the Bismarck Bobcats Jr. 
Hockey program as Director of Broadcasting and then he headed 
east.  He recently returned to North Dakota after spending a year 

in Elmira, New York working as the Director of 
Broadcasting for the Elmira Jackals of the ECHL,
a professional hockey league.

Nick says sports is his life; he never tires of 
watching sports, he loves going to the lake, playing 
hockey and ice fishing.  All of this goes hand in 
hand with just hanging out with family and friends.  

BEK Sports Network is about to take on a new 
journey and Minot native Nick Hulberg is ready 
to take the helm for the West division.  He has 
studied the course of BEK Sports from its humble 

beginnings and he is excited for the challenges and rewards ahead 
of him.

Welcome Nick Hulberg.
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Central

West

 BEK Sports Central will carry games in the  
 Dickey Rural and BEK Communications  
 service area.

BEK Sports West will carry games in the
Reservation Telephone, Midstate

 Telephone Company and SRT    
 Communications service areas.

 BEK Sports Network will carry various   
 games broadcast by BEK Sports 
 Central and BEK Sports West, as well   
 as statewide games. 

 Independent Affiliates Dakota Central
Telecommunications, North Dakota

 Telephone Company and United  
 Telephone will only carry the BEK  
 Sports Network game schedule.

Look for the BEK Sports fall schedule coming 
soon.   

Network

Spike and hike – let the games begin girls and boys!

IA



Way BEK When...Way BEK When...
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In the early 80’s we were reminded to reach out to those hurting or in need.  It was Spielberg’s 
Extra Terrestrial (E.T.) who showed us the importance of recognizing an “ouch” and “phoning home” to 
find comfort and happiness.

Microsoft Windows Software was brand new in 1985 as was Nintendo.  People were beginning to toy 
with the idea of computers, and BEK educated their customers on computer connections through a phone 
line.  This was a more simple time.  For instance, Northwestern Bell and AT&T were the only long 
distance carriers available.

BEK subscribers in Tuttle, Regan, Robinson and Pettibone 
received new services in 1986 such as call waiting, call 
forwarding, automatic dialing and conference calling.  
Microsoft went public and founder Bill Gates became an 
instant $311 millionaire.  His success was overshadowed 
by the explosion of the space shuttle Challenger.  Just 73 
seconds after liftoff, the seven on board were  killed.  
Later that year, the FCC developed a new plan ‐ cellular 
radio telephone service was a concept where radio towers 
would be installed so that each tower would be in constant 
contact will all other towers surrounding it.  BEK was a 
participant in this development although it was clearly 

understood that rural America would be the last of the areas to receive  
    complete cellular service.

There was a close race at the 35th Annual Meeting of BEK Communications Cooperative in 1987.
Rodney Livingston of Tuttle won the race with 78 votes; his opponent, Gordon Eichele of Robinson had 
73 votes.  At street dances throughout BEK territory, dancers were imitating the popular California 
Raisins’ dance to “Heard it Through the Grapevine.”  Students going off to college were encouraged 
to use a new service, the “Call Me” telephone credit card.  The card could only be used for long 
distant calls home.

The Savings & Loan crisis came into focus in 1988.  Experts warned of a $200 
billion bailout of hundreds of federally insured financial institutions that 
had been overextending.  On a positive note, BEK was moving forward with the 
installation of light wave equipment terminals at the central dial offices in 
Tappen, McKenzie, Sterling, Tuttle and Steele.  The advantage realized was 
clearer and more defined calls over fiber optic cable rather than
copper cable.  

In January 1989, George Bush was inaugurated as the 41st President of the 
United States.  It had already been five months that BEK members living in 
Burleigh County with telephone service out of McKenzie, Sterling, Regan and 
Tuttle were receiving the benefits of the new E911 Emergency Service. 

Can you think of a better way to end a decade than tearing down the Berlin Wall
and ending 40 years of communism for East Berlin?  Talk about a healing touch E.T.!

Next up...1990 ‐1994
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1-888-475-2361
bekcomm@bektel.com
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N E W 
M E M B E R S

    Hazelton - Temvik
Grove Candace & Justin ... 782-6804
Vetter Corey & Joy ............ 782-6849

    Lehr
Miller Matthew Pastor ....... 378-2336
Spitzer Shannon ............... 378-2200
Thomas Matthew .............. 378-2328

    Linton
Abel Charles & Lillian ........ 254-5838
Schatz Cyle ...................... 254-5844

    McKenzie - Menoken
Welch Jon ......................... 673-3232

    Napoleon
Burkle LaVina ................... 754-2294
EP Repair ......................... 754-2020
Hull Ashley ...........................754-2289
Logan County Concrete
Inc ..................................... 754-2010
Wolfe Marguerite .................754-2013

    Steele 
Arndt Cole ......................... 475-2697
Gear Rebecca .................. 475-2077

    Strasburg - Hague
Fischer Paul ...................... 336-0042
Pollock Donald .................. 336-7168
Van Beek Tami & Darrell ... 336-7714

    Tappen - Dawson
Crystal Springs - Lake Isabel
Grotewold Keith & Diane .... 327-8308
Mittleider Chris .................. 327-8333

    Tuttle
Flanders Sanford .............. 867-2810
Steinke Casey .................. 867-2809

    Wilton
Christensen Ray & Cheryl ... 734-6461
Folmer Anthony ................ 734-6021
Franklund Angela .............. 734-6021
Krush Billie & Corey .......... 734-6103

    Wishek
Gall Marvin & Phyllis ......... 452-2214
Geiszler Hilma .................. 452-2035

    Zeeland
Cooper Gilbert & Debbie ... 423-5524

New channel assignments for BEK’s local channel lineup are coming soon with a

TV upgrade:

Coming Soon...

If you haven’t attended a Country Cook-off, you don’t 

know what you’re missing.  Make sure to attend the 

Country Cook-off finale' coming soon to Steele, N.D. Join us Thursday, August 13, 2009 

on the street in front of the BEK headquarter’s building for food and fun!

Come early, come hungry and come 
ready to cheer on the contestants in the 
final cook-off event.  Prior to the LIVE 
competition beginning at 7:00 p.m., the 
public is invited to have a free-will donation 
meal sponsored by BEK Communications.  
The Kidder County Ambulance and 
Volunteer Fire Department will be serving 
hotdogs, brats, chips and a beverage from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. and they will receive all 
of the proceeds from this free-will donation 
meal. The public is also encouraged to 
register for a summer package of goodies 
from BEK and to stay for the cook-off to 
be a part of the live audience, cheering on 
the contestants.  The grilled aroma will drift 
through the air and entice you to be part of 
the action.

Up to four contestants will have the 
opportunity to tempt the judges with their 
grilled specialties.  Talented grillers from 
throughout the BEK service area have had 
the opportunity to grill a meal on one of the 
finest grills around and a chance to take the 
title of best griller in their area.  The winner 
at each competition receives a $75 gift card 
and trophy, plus the chance at the drawing 
of a $500 grill package. 

As soon as a winner is chosen from the 
Steele cook-off, all seven winners’ names 
will be entered into the drawing for the $500 
grill package.
 
Wanna join us outside?  We’re calling you 
out to support your favorite griller
Thursday, August 13th.

Coming Soon

Finale' Cook-off

Limited seating is available, so bring a camp chair and join the fun!

New Channel Number Channel Definition Old Channel Number
              22 BEK Bulletin Board 9
              26 BEK eXtra 10
              27 BEK Weather Channel 7
              28 BEK Sports 8
              29 BEK Sports Central
              30 BEK Sports West
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Elect ron ic  Te lecommunicat ions  Academy

Awards Scholarships
Two students from the BEK Communications service area won 

scholarships at the 9th annual Electronic Telecommunications 

Academy held May 31 to June 5, 2009.

Taite Grossman of Hazleton and Ethan Smallbeck of Wilton were 
among the thirteen high school students from across North 
Dakota and Montana who were selected to participate in the
9th annual Electronics/Telecommunications Academy in
Bismarck, N.D.   These two young men each walked away from 
the four and a half day event with a $1000 scholarship.  The academy 
was a great success thanks to the attendance of our area students. 
Six students from the BEK service area had the opportunity to learn 
about the Electronics/Telecommunications industry and explore the 
possibility of seeking a career in the industry.

The students took part in several tours, including a tour of the 
BEK Communications facilities in Steele where they were given 
the opportunity to explore BEK’s network and plant operations.   

The Academy is free and it gives students the opportunity 
to discover the latest in technology and explore the 
telecommunications field through hands-on application and 
interactive activities.  Students completing the course earn 
one-fourth school credit.  They may also earn a stipend from 
a sponsoring company and a chance to win one of four $1000 
scholarships. 

Congratulations to the 2009 scholarship winners:  Taite Grossman, 
Hazelton-Moffit-Braddock High School; Ethan Smallbeck, Century 
High School; Allison Pillar, Hazen Public School and Trek Wilhelm, 
Mt. Pleasant High School. The scholarships they received can be 
used for the following programs:

Electronics Telecommunications• 
Computer Science• 
Computer Support Specialist• 

The Academy is sponsored by Telephone 
Apprenticeship Training and Safety, Bismarck State 
College, Bismarck Public Schools,
BEK Communications and several local independent 
telephone companies throughout the region.

The 2009 Electronics/Telecommunications
Academy Attendees:

Back Row – Angie Anderson, Century High School;
Ethan Smallbeck, Century High School; Michael Berg, Hazen 
High School and Taite Grossman, Hazelton-Moffit-Braddock
Middle Row – Lacey Kaiser, Napoleon High School;
Danny Nieuwsma, Strasburg High School; Trek Wilhelm,
Mt. Pleasant High School; Samantha Fortner, Napoleon High 
School and Allison Pillar, Hazen Public School
Front Row – Nicholas Desjarlais, Mt. Pleasant High School; 
William Bice, Westby High School, Montana; Michael Bahr, 
Surrey High School and David Schiermeister, Hazelton-Moffit-
Braddock.

In a recent order, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) changed the Federal Universal Service Charge (FUSC) 
factor from 11.3% to 12.9% effective July 1, 2009. 

This increase changed the FUSC charge from $.74 to $.84 for residential and single line businesses. For multi-line businesses 
this charge increased from $1.04 to $1.19. The FUSC percentage factor of 12.9% may also apply to Primary Interexchange 
Carrier (PIC) charges, T-1 charges and ISDN PRI charges.

The purpose of this charge is to help keep rates affordable for all customers, regardless of where they live in the U.S. as well 
as to assist schools, libraries and rural healthcare providers in obtaining leading edge telecommunications services.

Increase  to

Federal Universal Service Charge
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M ay Tr iv ia
Winners :
Kent Weiser, Hazelton; 
Lorrene Schiermeister, Linton; 
Marlys Strom, Steele;
Patty Flegel, Hazelton and 
Ralph Fischer, Wing.

Board of Directors
Leo Meier, President ................................ Hague ...........336-7258
District III

Doug Kalianoff, Vice President ................ Steele ............475-2839
District II

Sanford Williams, Secretary/Treasurer .... Wing ..............943-2474
District I

William (Bill) Becker ................................. Wishek ..........452-2928
District IV

Anton Braun............................................. Napoleon ......754-4440
District IV

Richard Hausauer .................................... Wilton ............734-6116
District I

Virgil Horner ............................................. Strasburg ......336-7208
District III

Brett Stroh ............................................... Tappen ..........327-8201
District II

Michael Wickenheiser .............................. Linton ............254-4949
District III

Derrick Bulawa, CEO/General Manager,
    Manager Feedback ............................................. 701-475-1234
 managerfeedback@bektel.com

Beacon Trivia Questions
 The final Country Cook-off will be held at the BEK   
 headquarters in Steele Thursday, August 13th.  The   
 public is invited to _______________________________.
  

      BEK Sports Network is expanding to _______ (number)  
 networks.  

 The president of the BEK Communications Cooperative  
 Board of Directors is _____________________________  
 from ___________________________________________.
 

 
Entries must be received by September 10, 2009.

Name ____________________________________________________  

Phone Number ____________________________________________

Clip and send to the BEK office with your phone payment. You can 
also email to bekcomm@bektel.com. We will be drawing for five $5.00 
credits to be applied to the winners’ phone bill.

Donna Tveito, Linton;
Dennis Nieswaag, Pettibone;
Kurt Bodvig, Tappen;
Barbara Nieuwsma, Pollock, S.D.
and Tammy Meidinger, Wishek.
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