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MAKING COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Bismarck Bucks New GM Outlines Vision
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2 BEK SCHOLARSHIPS

Getting ready to send a 
child to college?  BEK wants 
to help!  Learn about the BEK 
scholarship opportunities 
available to members of the 
BEK cooperative, and how 
to apply.
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DAKOTA TABLE
NEW BEACON FEATURE! 
Enjoy an authentic Mexican 
Shrimp Cocktail recipe in this 
months Dakota Table.
PAGE 5

This time of year, many 
Midwesterners are looking to 
head South - away from frigid 
temperatures.  

Not Greg Schuh, new General 
Manager of the Bismarck Bucks.  
Turns out, Bismarck was a warm 
calling for him.

“I love this community, I love 
professional sports, and I’m really  
looking forward to planting roots  
 

 

here,” says Schuh.

With a diverse background in sports 
management, retail and investments, 
Schuh has worked in the front offices 
of professional hockey teams in 
Florida, California and Kansas. He 
comes to Bismarck 
from Phoenix, but he’s 
originally from Wisconsin.

“I haven’t lived in the 
cold for nearly 20 years, 
so it will take some 
adjusting,” laughs Schuh.  

The Bucks are part of the 
Indoor Football League 

(IFL) and owned by BEK 
Sports Network, Inc. 

Schuh says he was 
looking to join a team with solid 
ownership and a vision. “BEK 
Sports has a strong handle on 
the operations of the team, 
and that tells me that I have 
the support and guidance 
from BEK to grow the Bucks 

franchise in the community and 
within the league.”

Schuh’s goals are simple: to grow 
the franchise and make the Bucks 
one of the top teams in the IFL. He 
says that starts by connecting to the 

community. “I want to 
increase our season 
ticket sales and get 
more corporate 
partnerships onboard, 
and the way we begin 
to do that is by getting 
the Bucks involved 
in the community 
through our front 
office, players and 
coach.”

The Bismarck Bucks is one of 16 
teams that play in the Indoor Football 
League (IFL), the highest level of 
professional indoor football in the 
United States. The season begins in 
March and ends in July, so some... 
 
 

888.475.2361

bek.coop

(continued on page 3)

We have seven 
players who 
are currently 

playing in 
the NFL or CFL.

“

“
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DERRICK BULAWA 
Chief Executive Officer 

BEK Celebrates 70 Years
of Rural Community Excellence

F R O M  T H E  C E O

If the past is any indication of the future, there are many great reasons to be optimistic 
going into 2022.  BEK had another year of growth and successes.  Our sports 
product broadcast 405 games last year, more than any other year before. Our news 
programming continues to grow, and BEK continues to expand and secure connectivity 
within the fiber service area.
The greatest area of growth we experienced last year was with the BEK Care 
Solutions line, generating more than $2 million in revenue. What makes this product so 
successful? Kevin Lech does.
Kevin came to BEK nearly 14 years ago. He’d been working for a business his parents 
started, called Executone, a nurse call telecommunications product used in healthcare 
facilities. His parents eventually sold the business, but the new owners asked him to stay 
on as General Manager.
At the same time, BEK was exploring opportunities to serve customers in a similar 
way.  Kevin had a tremendous knowledge of the product and an enormous passion for 
serving his clients. BEK saw this and asked Kevin to join the team and implement what 
his parents had started years prior.
Kevin’s first big contract with BEK was with St. Alexius, followed by the hospital in Devils 
Lake. Business has continued to grow, and today, nearly 100 facilities across the state 
and beyond have a nurse call system installed and managed by BEK.  
So, what’s made BEK Care Solutions so successful through the years? I believe it’s been 
Kevin’s desire to continue a business that his parents brought to our state decades ago. 
It’s the relationships Kevin’s created with clients through the years. But most importantly, 
it’s his deep belief that BEK Care Solutions improves the quality of care that patients and 
residents receive and makes the job of the healthcare provider better.
Kevin Lech is retiring this month, and I want to take this opportunity to thank him for his years 
of service and dedication to not only BEK, but to all our customers and those we serve.
After a 42-year career, Kevin tells me he’s looking forward to retirement. Kevin and his 
wife are building a home, which will include a woodworking shop.  And he says there’s 
plenty of fishing, hunting, and trapping yet to do!  We’re glad we caught you when we 
did.  Now go make some big catches of your own!

The BEK Beacon is a bimonthly newsletter 
published by BEK Communications,  
© 2022. It is distributed without charge 
to all customers.

BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE
was founded in 1952 as a local 
telecommunications cooperative serving 
Burleigh, Emmons and Kidder Counties. 
Since then, we’ve invested in state-of-the-
art infrastructure, developed new products 
and services, and expanded to also serve 
Morton, Oliver, McLean, Logan, McIntosh, 
Barnes, Griggs, Cass, and Steele counties. 
BEK has changed quite a bit in 69 years, but 
we’re still a small-town cooperative at heart.

BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE 
888-475-2361

P.O. Box 230 
200 East Broadway
Steele, ND 58482

220 4th St NE
Valley City, ND 58072

923 East Interstate Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58503

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DISTRICT I
Secretary/Treasurer Shane Morris
Regan
Sanford Williams
Wing

DISTRICT II
Bob Subart
Robinson
President Brett Stroh
Tappen

DISTRICT III
Vice President Kevin Bernhardt
Linton
Vickie Martin
Linton

DISTRICT IV
William (Bill) Becker
Wishek
Gerald Burlack
Wishek
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of the players are current NFL or Canadian Football 
League (CFL) players wanting to continue playing ball 
during their offseason. Others are players who had 
successful careers at the collegiate level.  

“This season, we have seven players who are currently 
playing in the NFL or CFL. Most of our players played 
either Division 2 or 3 football in college,” says Schuh. 
“Our start of the season is looking very strong. Coach 
Rod Miller is starting his fourth season with the Bucks 
and has put together a very competitive roster.”

The Bucks Training Camp begins in February and takes 
place at the state-of-the-art Roughrider Center in Watford 
City. The 2022 season begins March 13 at Green Bay. 
They play Sioux Falls for their first home game on March 
19 at the Bismarck Event Center. BEK Sports broadcasts 
all home and away games on BEK TV and online at 
bek.tv or purchase the BEK Play app and watch any 
BEK Sports broadcasts all throughout the year. For a full 
Bucks schedule, log onto bismarckbucks.com.

BISMARCK BUCKS NEW GM (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

EAGLES CLUB RECEIVES 
RDFC GRANT

The Valley City Eagles Club #2192 has received the Rural 
Development Finance Corporation’s (RDFC) annual grant through 
BEK Communications.

The Valley City Eagles Club will use the $2,000 grant to purchase 
and install a fire detection system in their building. The facility is 
used year-round as a county event center.

The RDFC is a member-owned, nonprofit finance and development 
corporation. It encourages economic diversification and community 
vitality throughout the state. BEK is a proud member of the RDFC.

Applications for the next RDFC grant are due October, 2022.
Gary Retterath, Valley City Safety Committee Member, receives a 
grant from Judi Hintz, BEK East Manager
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BEK UNVEILS CHRISTIAN SERVICES LINEUP

At BEK, we believe in the American flag, freedom, and 
faith.  That’s why we bring you daily and uncensored 
news content that promotes freedom of speech. It’s 
also why we broadcast a full lineup of Christian services 
each Sunday.

You can watch these services statewide on BEK TV, or 
anywhere as a subscriber of BEK Play on the EPIC IPTV 
streaming app.

For more information on BEK Play, visit 
bek.news/bek-play. 

SUNDAY SERVICES BROADCAST SCHEDULE
8:00 AM CATHEDRAL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
  BISMARCK, ND  |  BEK TV

9:00 AM SUNNE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  WILTON, ND  |  BEK eXtra2*

10:00 AM ST. ANTHONY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
  LINTON, ND  |  BEK eXtra2*

10:45 AM EVANGEL 
  BISMARCK, ND  |  BEK TV

1:00 PM GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  BISMARCK, ND  |  BEK TV

6:00 PM TAPPEN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  TAPPEN, ND  |  eXtra2*

11:00 PM JOURNEY CHURCH 
  MINOT, ND  |  BEK TV

*BEK eXtra2 available to EPIC IPTV customers or BEK Play Subscribers. 

KNDB CH. 26
BISMARCK/MANDAN/DICKINSON

KNDM CH. 24
MINOT/WILLISTON

KRDK CH. 4
FARGO/GRAND FORKS

BEK acknowledges that students are a big part of 
the communities we serve.  That’s why we’ve been 
providing scholarships for college-bound students for 
more than 25 years.  

If you are a BEK Cooperative member or BEK fiber customer, 
or if you are a dependent of a member or customer, you may 
apply for one of the following scholarships:

Valley City State University | $1,250 - $2,500 
Deadline: Feb. 14 
For: Current or new students pursuing a 
        technology-related degree

Foundation of Rural Service (FRS) | $1,500 - $7,000 
Deadline: Feb. 25 
For: Rural students entering their first year of college or 
        vocational-technical school

University of Mary | $1,250 
Deadline: March 1 
For: Current or new students pursing a Mass 
       Communications or Computer Information System 
       (or similar) degree 

BEK Scholarship | $500 
Deadline: March 10 
For: 2022 graduating seniors entering their first 
       year of college

To learn more, or to apply, visit bek.coop/coop/resources

BEK ACCEPTING SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
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SHRIMP COCKTAIL
SUBMITTED BY: JACK BIESTERFELD FROM STEELE, ND

INGREDIENTS:
2 lbs raw shrimp, 
         peeled & deveined
1 tbsp. chopped garlic
1/2 c. chopped red onion
1/4 c. fresh chopped cilantro
1 1/2 c. clamato juice
1/4 c. ketchup
1 large lime, juiced
1 tbsp. horseradish
1 tsp. kosher salt
1/2 jalapeno, chopped
1-2 ripe avocados, cubed

DIRECTIONS:
1. Boil shrimp in salt water for 2-3 minutes and immediately 

cool in ice water.
2. Cube your avocados and in a large non-metallic bowl mix 

the garlic, red onion, cilantro, clamato juice, ketchup, lime 
juice, horseradish, salt and jalapeno together with the 
avocados. Remove seeds from jalapeno to reduce spice. 

3. Cut the chilled shrimp into 1/2 inch cubes and combine with 
the avocado mixture and chill for an hour. 

4. Best served alone in individual cups/bowls with a spoon. 
You may also serve with tortilla chips. 

Note: If you omit lime juice, wait to add avocado until you serve. 
Lime juice prevents avocado from turning brown. 

Submit your favorite recipe to Dakota Table by mailing it to: 
PO Box 230, Steele, ND 58482  or email bekcomm@bektel.com

Recipes will be randomly drawn for a chance to be published in the Beacon.

In just about every culture in the world, food is the communal and binding factor when friends and family 
come together. We launch this new segment of our Beacon publication to help inspire the cooks in all of us!  
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Braun, Dustin 327-4141 Dawson
Formo, Larry 760-5467 Valley City
Francis, Eliza 943-2813 Wing
Hahne, Donald 378-2239 Lehr
Hein, Frank 943-2450 Wing
Hungry Pelican at the Crossing 845-8710 Luverne
Main Street Hardware 754-2221 Napoleon
Mics Grocery Llc 945-2691 Hope
Quale, Casey 943-2885 Wing
Tutu’s Roadside Café 782-3001 Hazelton
Willoughby, Richard 557-7016 Bismarck

If your home or business loses power, you may also be 
without phone service. You cannot connect to family and 
friends during poor weather. You may not be able to call 
911 for an emergency.

Backup power for your corded phones gives you peace 
of mind that your family and emergency help is always 
available. BEK Communications can install and maintain a 
voice service battery backup for your home.

The standard battery offered by BEK lasts up to eight hours 
on standby power. You may also choose a longer lasting 
option that gives up to 24 hours on standby power.

What a Battery Backup Can and Can’t Do for You:

The battery backup is for corded voice services only. 
Security systems, medical monitoring devices, internet 
services, wireless access points, cordless phones and 
other equipment and services will not run on this home 
battery backup.

Please note that the 8-hour and 24-hour standby times 
describe the length of time your phone line is available for 
use. Making a phone call during a power outage depletes 
the battery faster and may shorten the standby time.

Battery Care and Testing

To maximize the function and lifespan of your battery, 

please follow the instructions included with your battery 
backup equipment and pay special attention to the 
temperature requirements. We recommend you store 
your battery above 41 degrees and below 104 degrees. 
Failure to follow the instructions may shorten the useful 
life of your battery.

These batteries are rechargeable but do not last forever. 
You should periodically test your battery, as described 
in the instructions included with the battery backup 
equipment, to verify both the operation of the battery 
backup and its condition.

Service Costs and Details:

Our eight-hour battery backup service is available for only 
$2.99 per month, and our 24-hour solution for only $4.99 
per month. The monthly subscription includes installation 
and testing, warranty coverage, and battery replacement 
every four years. If you have any questions or wish to 
purchase the service, please call 1-888-475-2361  
at any time.

KEEPING PHONE SERVICE 
DURING A POWER OUTAGE

E-RATE DISCOUNT PROGRAM

The E-Rate Program helps ensure affordable high-speed 
internet access for schools and libraries. 

To get started, first find out if you qualify for discounted 
internet service. Go to www.usac.org/e-rate/get-started 
and see if you qualify for the program definition of a school 
or library. If you are unsure of your status, you may need 
to contact a local administrative agency such as the State 
Department of Education. 

Additionally, the USAC website leads you through the 
process of selecting service providers, applying for 
discounts, and starting services. For support, log into your 
account on the website and use the Contact Us link to 
create a Customer Service Case.  

NEW PHONE LISTINGS

NAME PHONE CITY 
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EPIC IPTV is here, and the reviews are in!  Customers say they love 
their new streaming cable features!

• 72-Hour Restart TV – Go back 3 full days to watch 
    your favorite shows

• Flexible Packages – to fit your needs and budget

• Trick Play – pause live TV

• Higher picture quality

• No more set top box

Don’t let EPIC IPTV scare you!  It’s easy to install, and easy to use.  
Try it yourself!  Step-by-step instructions can be found at bek.
coop/residential/epic.

NATIONAL DO-NOT-CALL
REGISTRY

YOU ASKED FOR IT, 
AND WE DELIVERED!

BEK Communications is pleased to provide this annual 
update to our members and customers, as an important 
service and as required by the Federal Communications 
Commission.

The National Do-Not-Call Registry gives you a choice and a 
voice. You can choose whether or not you wish to receive 
telemarketing calls via your home and/or mobile phone(s).

Once you register, commercial telemarketers are not 
permitted to call any residential or mobile number you list 
on the registry. The only exception is a business with whom 
you have an existing relationship as well as certain non-
profit and political organizations.

To register any residential telephone number, including 
wireless, on the National Do-Not-Call Registry, 
at no cost to you:

• Calling from the number you wish to register, dial 
1.888.382.1222

• For TTY, and calling from the number you wish to 
register, dial 1.866.290.4236

• Or, register online at www.donotcall.gov

Inclusion of your telephone number on the National 
Do-Not-Call Registry is effective thirty-one (31) days 
following registration.

• If you receive an unwanted call after your number has 
been on the registry for 31 days or more, you may 
report this to the Federal Trade Commission using their 
online form at www.donotcall.gov/report.html#step1.

You may remove your number from the list at any time.
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TRIVIA ENTRY
ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY FEBRUARY 25, 2022

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:  ___________________________________________________________

Town:  _______________________________________________________________________
Clip and send to BEK at:
PO Box 230, Steele, ND 58482
 
You can also email answers to bekcomm@bektel.com. 
We will be drawing for twenty $5.00 credits to be applied to the winners’ bill.

CONGRATS! 
TO OUR BEACON NOV/DEC WINNERS

BEACON TRIVIA
Irene Sprague | Steele

Beverly Zins | McKenzie
Linda Holweg | Hazelton

Thomas J. Volk | Strasburg
Nancy Dewitz | Steele

Jeanine Hebert | Bismarck
Phil Volk | Hague

Eraine Schumacher | Hague
Carol Hochhalter | Valley City

Nancy Kainz | Hope
Richard Erdmann | Baldwin
Candis Wagner | Hazelton

Jesse and Cheryl McCormack | Wilton
Dan Belohlavek | Mandan

Eric Schmidt | Linton
Eunice Nelson | Napoleon

Albert Sayler | Wishek 
Kenneth Harter | Steele

Mary Hatzenbihler | Center
Brad Sether | Bismarck

From which city did new Bismarck Bucks General Manager, Greg 
Schuh, come from?

What is the name of the BEK app that allows non-members to view 
BEK TV content?

True or False?  Once added to the Do-Not-Call Registry, no 
business can contact you.


