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DATES TO REMEMBER
BEK BILL PAYMENTS ARE DUE  
ON THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH

OCTOBER 10 
WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY

OCTOBER 11  
NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY

OCTOBER 12  
FARMERS DAY

OCTOBER 13  
U.S. NAVY BIRTHDAY

OCTOBER 16 
WORLD FOOD DAY

OCTOBER 21  
NATIONAL PETS FOR  
VETERANS DAY

OCTOBER 24  
UNITED NATIONS DAY

OCTOBER 25  
NATIONAL ART DAY

OCTOBER 26  
NATIONAL DAY OF THE DEPLOYED

OCTOBER 27  
NAVY DAY

OCTOBER 28  
NATIONAL IMMIGRANTS DAY 
NATIONAL FIRST RESPONDERS DAY

OCTOBER 29  
NATIONAL INTERNET DAY

OCTOBER 31  
HALLOWEEN

NOVEMBER 1 
DAYLIGHT SAVING DAY

NOVEMBER 3 
ELECTION DAY

NOVEMBER 8 
STEM/STEAM DAY

NOVEMBER 10  
MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY

NOVEMBER 11  
VETERANS DAY – BEK OFFICES 
CLOSED

NOVEMBER 13  
WORLD KINDNESS DAY

It all started with a garden.

Growing up on her family’s 
farm in Wing, North Dakota, 
Kara Winkler loved gardening 
with her mom, Wanda Burrer. 
She discovered a passion for 
working outdoors, the dirt soft 
and cool beneath her fingers. It 
filled her with pride to watch as, 
season after season, the seeds 
she’d planted grew into plump 
tomatoes, crisp green beans, and 
hearty potatoes that would feed 
her family well into the winter.

That passion for gardening stayed 
with Kara as she grew, even as 
she moved to Fargo to pursue 
her associate’s degree in animal 
science at North Dakota State 
University. The city life wasn’t 

for her; she longed to be back 
in the wide-open prairie, to be 
surrounded by animals, to get  
her hands dirty again. 

After graduation, Kara married 
her high school sweetheart and 
moved onto his third-generation 
farm and cattle ranch in Menoken, 
North Dakota — just 35 miles 
from the farm where she grew up. 
She called her mother, who still 
lives on that farm in Wing, with 
an idea: what if we took our love 
of gardening and turned it into a 
business?

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: GLIMPSE OF 
THE PRAIRIE
A MOTHER-DAUGHTER DUO TURNS THEIR LOVE FOR 
GARDENING INTO A THRIVING E-COMMERCE BUSINESS

continued on page 3

“We just love
  doing what we do.”



F R O M  T H E  C E O

DERRICK BULAWA 
Chief Executive Officer 

BEK NEWS UPDATE

In 2006, BEK Communications 
addressed the imbalance in the 
coverage of local North Dakota 
sports. The larger metro areas, 
like Bismarck and Fargo, enjoyed 
frequent TV coverage for events 
and tournaments. Small rural 
schools like Steele relied on 
occasional radio broadcasts or 
days-late newspaper reports. 

BEK Communications sought to 
balance the media scales and bring 
more local sports events from 
small towns into homes across 
North Dakota. Fourteen years later, 
BEK TV broadcasts hundreds of 
sports events every year, including 
state tournaments, college sports, 
and professional indoor football. 

The next step for BEK TV is 
to address the lack of local, 
innovative news and commentary 
on television. We started about 
a year ago by running a daily 
news program called NewsNet. 
It features regional and national 
news reports to help our viewers 
stay informed. It was the first piece 
of the BEK News programming 
lineup.  

This year, BEK News has launched 
five new shows: No Filter with 
Debbie, The Dr. Duke Show, Down 
the Road with Joel, Ladies of 
Another View, and No Apologies. 
These programs offer diverse 
analysis about local and national 
events that affect each of you. The 
show hosts are the thought leaders 
for their shows, not just talking 
heads that read what a national TV 
network tells them to read. Several 
more shows will begin in 2020 and 

2021, featuring more familiar faces 
and voices from around the state.

The core philosophy of BEK News 
is to provide a platform for shows 
that feature Real People delivering 
Real News, thoughts, and opinions, 
from a traditional view. What does 
traditional mean? Well, that’s up 
to you! Traditional has a unique 
meaning to every North Dakotan.  

As your telecommunications 
cooperative, we serve all members, 
and recognize and respect that you 
have a wide variety of political, 
religious, and social points of 
view.  The individual programs on 
BEK News reflect the views and 
opinions of the show hosts and not 
BEK Communications. 

Unlike other news and 
commentary programs, we 
encourage viewers to directly 
share their feedback with the 
show hosts through email and 
social media. Each BEK News host 
personally reads the messages 
that come into those channels. 
Alternatively, you can become a 
guest on the show and be face to 
face with the host. A request form 
is being developed and will soon 
be available on the show host bio 
pages of the BEK News website. 

We hope you enjoy the current and 
upcoming shows. To learn more 
about the content, air times, and to 
reach out to the hosts, please visit 
www.bek.news. 
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The BEK Beacon is a bimonthly newsletter 
published by BEK Communications,  
© 2020. It is distributed without charge 
to all customers.

BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE
was founded in 1952 as a local 
telecommunications cooperative serving 
Burleigh, Emmons and Kidder Counties. 
Since then, we’ve invested in state-of-the-
art infrastructure, developed new products 
and services, and expanded to also serve 
Morton, Oliver, McLean, Logan, McIntosh, 
Barnes, Griggs, Cass, and Steele counties. 
BEK has changed quite a bit in 68 years, but 
we’re still a small-town cooperative at heart.

BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE 

888-475-2361

P.O. Box 230 
200 East Broadway
Steele, ND 58482

325 2nd St. NW
Valley City, ND 58072

923 East Interstate Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DISTRICT I

Secretary/Treasurer Shane Morris
Regan
Sanford Williams
Wing

DISTRICT II
Bob Subart
Robinson
President Brett Stroh
Tappen

DISTRICT III

Vice President Kevin Bernhardt
Linton
Vickie Martin
Linton
Leo Meier
Hague

DISTRICT IV

William (Bill) Becker
Wishek
Gerald Burlack
Wishek
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“It started out as ‘Hey, let’s give it a try and see 
where it leads,’” Kara said. “Now almost eight years 
later, here we are.”

From Gardens to Goat Milk
The mother-daughter duo of Wanda Burrer and Kara 
Winkler launched Glimpse of the Prairie in 2013. 
They began by selling vegetables from their two 
gardens at BisMarket, a farmer’s market in nearby 
Bismarck. The two came to love the atmosphere of 
the market, and quickly gained a following of loyal 
customers who would stop by their stand every 
week to purchase produce.

There was only one obstacle: BisMarket’s season 
begins in early June, before most vegetables are 
ready to be harvested. So Wanda and Kara began 
to brainstorm other products they could sell—and 
found inspiration in Kara’s favorite snack. 

“I love, love, love popcorn,” Kara said. “So we 
thought, ‘Why don’t we try making different flavors 
of popcorn?’ And it was a hit.”

Birthday cake popcorn is consistently Glimpse of 
the Prairie’s best seller, but other tempting flavors 
include caramel chocolate macchiato, cookies & 
cream, and white cheddar. For customers who 
are more interested in soap than snacks, Wanda 
has added a line of personal care products—bath 
bombs, body butters, soap bars, and more—all 
made of milk from goats she raises on her farm. 

And as if that’s not enough, Glimpse of the Prairie 
has also begun selling eggs and home-raised Angus 
beef from the Winkler’s ranch. Their “Farm in a Box” 
meal kits, containing local produce, meat, dairy, 
and eggs, plus step-by-step recipes, have become 
extremely popular.

Glimpse of the Prairie has evolved into far more 
than a farmers market produce stand, and they don’t 
plan on slowing down anytime soon.

“We just love doing what we do,” Kara said. 
“Interacting with our customers and seeing them 
enjoy our products is really rewarding.”

Building an Online Business
In addition to expanding their offerings, Kara and 
Wanda have changed how they distribute their 
products. While Glimpse of the Prairie still has a 

booth at BisMarket every season and their products 
can be found at various craft shows and local 
businesses, with support from BEK Lightstream, 
Kara and Wanda have also ventured into the world 
of e-commerce. Kara and Wanda sell their popcorn, 
Farm in a Box, and goat milk products on their 
website, glimpseoftheprairie.com. They also market 
their products using social media platforms like 
Facebook and Instagram. 

Especially in rural areas like Wing and Menoken, 
operating an online business requires a reliable, 
high-speed internet connection.

“The Internet is very important for us,” Kara said. 
“We have absolutely no service out here, so we 
definitely rely on the Wi-Fi to do our business online 
and communicate through social media or texts.” 

From communicating between their two farms to 
answering customers’ questions instantaneously, 
the internet service Kara and Wanda receive from 
BEK has allowed them to build a business they love 
from the rural communities they call home.

“Without BEK, we wouldn’t be as successful as we 
are,” Kara said.

Teaching the Next Generation
Glimpse of the Prairie has grown over the past eight 
years in ways that Kara and Wanda never could 
have imagined. They have become Pride of Dakota 
members; they’ve installed a high tunnel around the 
garden to extend their growing season. And with a 
high-speed internet connection from BEK, they’ve 
begun selling their popcorn and goat milk products 
nationwide.

But at the end of the day, the heart of the business 
remains Kara’s passion for gardening—a passion 
they hope to pass on to another generation.

“We have held camps called Inner Groundwork for 
kids. We have also had other camps and Girl Scouts 
come to the farm,” Kara said. “We love having the 
kids experience the farm life. It’s really good for 
them to connect where their food comes from and 
the work it takes to have animals and a garden. 
Gardening can teach you values and life lessons like 
responsibility, work ethic, kindness for others and 
animals. Plus, you have some fun along the way.”

BEK is proud to support local businesses, big 
and small. To find out what BEK can do for your 
business, visit BEK.coop or call 701-475-2361.

“Without BEK,  
we wouldn’t be  

as successful as we are.”



Teachers using video conferencing to educate 
their students. Companies closing doors, their 
employees relying on home Internet to perform 
their jobs. Healthcare providers utilizing telehealth 
to care for their patients. All of us depending on 
broadband to stay in touch with our loved ones.

COVID-19 has changed the way we work, learn, 
and live — not just for a few months, but for the 
foreseeable future. And when it became clear that 
the pandemic would not spare our state, the 16 
member organizations that compose the Broadband 
Association of North Dakota (BAND) knew that they 
had a responsibility: to keep customers connected.

This March, more than 700 service providers across 
the country, including many of our own, signed 
the Federal Communication Commission’s “Keep 
Americans Connected” pledge. They agreed to 
not terminate service to any residential or small 
business customers because of their inability to pay 
their bills, and to waive any late fees that they may 
incur because of economic circumstances related to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

But BAND organizations went above and beyond 
the FCC’s call. From laying fiber past their service 
territories to doubling speeds at no cost, rural 
broadband providers have stepped up in incredible 

ways to ensure that their customers have the 
connectivity they need to serve their communities 
and adapt to this new normal. 

BEK + Bison Booties

Bison Booties was born out of what Erica Hager 
calls a “happy accident.” In October 2010, the 
longtime hobby quilter was experiencing the 
universal struggle of new parents: nothing would 
stay on her squirmy baby’s feet. With the chill of an 
impending North Dakota winter on the way, Erica 
set her sewing machine and a box of scrap fabric on 
a folding table in her unfinished basement and got 
to work. After a few failed attempts, the first pair of 
Bison Booties—soft-soled baby shoes that stay on 
even the kickiest feet—was born.

“My daughter wore them and they were great,” 
Erica said. “I realized that maybe if I like them this 
much, my friends that were having babies might 
also like them.” 

Fast forward almost a decade, and Bison Booties is 
a thriving e-commerce business and Erica’s full-time 
job. That unfinished basement is now her studio, 
where she designs and creates batches of 400 pairs 
at a time, selling them on a website that she has 
designed and maintains herself.
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HOW BROADBAND PROVIDERS ARE KEEPING 
NORTH DAKOTA CONNECTED DURING COVID-19
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Erica’s business ships around the world and has 
been featured by publications like Martha Stewart 
Living and Country Living Magazine. She has 
expanded her product offerings to include onesies, 
sunglasses, and adult booties. And when COVID-19 
hit North Dakota this spring, 
she added yet another 
product to her inventory.

“During the pandemic, 
I was able to serve the 
community by making cloth 
face covers,” Erica said. “It’s 
hard to pivot a business, and 
it was difficult to pivot mine, 
but there are a few things 
that made it easier. One, I 
already sew with fabric, so 
that part was very natural. 
The second was that I had a way of quickly getting 
these face covers out to the people that need them.”

In order to meet the rising demand for face 
covers and get them to her customers as quickly 
as possible, Erica depended on high-speed, 
dependable broadband from BEK Communications 
Cooperative.

“Bison Booties has been able to keep our family and 
our community safe, and we wouldn’t be able to do 
it without the high-speed service that we have from 
BEK,” Erica said. “If I had any doubt in my mind that 
the Internet might not work tomorrow, or it might 
not be fast enough for me to upload these photos 
[of my products], it would have slowed that system 
so greatly.

I don’t know that it would have been worth it to 
make them.”

Erica knows from experience the toll that poor 
Internet connectivity can take on an e-commerce 
business. In the early days of Bison Booties, the 

only way Erica could access 
the Internet was via a 
satellite on the roof of her 
home. It was unreliable at 
its best, and nonexistent at 
its worst. Her connection 
would frequently time out 
as she tried to upload new 
photos to her website. When 
it was rainy or snowy, too 
hot or too cold, her Internet 
would go down completely, 
meaning she could not fill 

and ship orders on time. When she couldn’t take it 
anymore, Erica called BEK. 

While Erica’s home was technically outside of BEK’s 
service area, BEK CEO Derrick Bulawa negotiated 
with Erica and the two decided on a nominal fee to 
allow BEK to lay fiber to her home.

“It’s amazing to see a lady with that kind of energy 
and excitement given the right access to technology, 
how she can just flourish,” Derrick said. “She went 
out of her way and figured out how to manufacture 
these masks and sell and distribute them over the 
Internet to hundreds and hundreds of people. She’s 
protecting the community, and we feel like we’re an 
important part of that.”

continued on page 6
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DCN + Starion Bank

Just a few miles east of Bison Booties headquarters, 
Starion Bank was also grappling with how to care 
for their community in the midst of a pandemic. 

The family-owned bank, based 
in Bismarck, has 16 branches 
and thousands of customers 
across North Dakota and 
Wisconsin. And in early March, 
they suddenly had more than 
200 employees needing to work 
from home. 

“We started discussing what 
impacts COVID might have on 
our business, and within the 
next week or so we started 
making decisions on closing 
branches, sending people 
home to work,” said Kevin 
Valleroy, IT Manager and VP at 
Starion Bank. “And one of the 
things that we recognized is 
that, with the number of people 
working from home, we could potentially need 
some more internet bandwidth.” 

Kevin worried that the sudden influx of teammates 
accessing Starion’s network from home would lead 
to a bottleneck, preventing them from providing 
their customers with the service they needed 
when they needed it. Starion reached out to their 

broadband provider, Dakota 
Carrier Network (DCN), to see 
if they could help ease the 
transition.

Starion Bank and DCN have 
a longstanding relationship 
rooted in collaboration 
and innovation. Founded 
in 1996, DCN is owned 
by 14 independent rural 
broadband companies (all 
of which are also BAND 
members) and was created 
to help support the local 
broadband companies and 
statewide enterprises. When 
Starion became DCN’s first 
commercial customer in 1997, 
the only way the bank could 

communicate with its more rural branches in Oakes 
and Ellendale was through copper lines laid by DCN. 
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And as technology has evolved, so has the 
relationship between these two growing companies. 
Over the past six years, DCN and its member 
owners have connected every single one of 
Starion’s 16 branches, even as far as Sun Prairie, 
Wisconsin, to their extensive fiber optic backbone.

As they have so many times in the past, DCN 
stepped up this spring to ensure that their customer, 
and their customer’s customers, stayed connected. 

“At DCN, our main priority is keeping our customers 
connected,” said Seth Arndorfer, CEO of DCN. 
“During COVID-19, that connection has been more 
important than ever before.”

In less than a week, DCN was able to increase 
Starion’s Internet speed from 200 Mbps to  
500 Mbps—so that neither employees nor 
customers would experience congestion due to  
the pandemic.

“Just imagine how frustrating 
it would have been to be in 
an isolation or a quarantine 
environment and not have the 
connectivity,” Seth said. 

“Starion’s financial viability would 
have been impacted, their ability 
to service their customers would 
have been impacted, and the ability 
of their employees’ students to 
receive a quality education during 
the COVID pandemic would have 
all been impacted very greatly.”

This increase in speed has allowed 
Starion employees to work safely 
from home for the duration of the 
pandemic and provide their customers with the 
quality of service they have come to expect. Most 
importantly, it has given them peace of mind. 

“With our COVID response, we had a lot of other 
things going on that we had to worry about,” Kevin 
said. “And with DCN providing the extra bandwidth, 
we didn’t have to worry about that. It just gives us 
a little bit more comfort level and security on not 
having issues with the number of people working 
from home.”

Working Together –  
The North Dakota Way

As the COVID-19 pandemic has created 
unprecedented demand for broadband across our 

state, the 16 member organizations that form BAND 
have all stepped up in unprecedented ways to 
support their customers.

While there remain more questions than answers 
about the future of the virus, one thing remains 
certain. As North Dakotans, we will continue to work 
together to bring education to students wherever 
they are, support businesses as they move online, 
and to empower the people of North Dakota to do 
what they do best: innovate and collaborate.

“We’ve done it for centuries here in North Dakota, 
whether it’s getting over a harsh winter, or the 
original farmers and ranchers that worked to 
form these cooperatives to install the first lines of 
communication across the state. That’s how we got 
through COVID-19, is by working together.”

Welcome to the New Rural.
Contact your local BAND member to learn  

how upgrading your broadband can  
better your business:

broadbandnd.com/our-members/
association-members/



NEWS

 BEK News. Real People. Real News.

Joel’s new show attracts local 
and national guests from all 
political backgrounds. Only on 
BEK News!

Weekdays 

Debbie analyzes the latest 
national and North Dakota 
political and social issues, and 
current events.

Weekdays 

Dr. Duke talks home schooling, 
Common Core, traditional values 
and other educational topics.

Weekdays 

Much of the media is muting 
ideas that don’t fit their agenda. 
We have “Another View” on that. 

Weekdays 

Go to www.bek.news to find out more
Over The Air and Local Cable Channel Listings  |  Full Broadcast Schedule  |  Social Media 

Full Episode Archives  |  Show Host Bios  |  More New Shows on the Way!
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The Rural Development Finance Corporation 
(RDFC) is a North Dakota nonprofit comprised of all 
North Dakota rural electric cooperatives, the North 
Dakota Association of Rural Electric Cooperatives 
(NDAREC), and nine of the rural telecommunications 
cooperatives, including BEK Communications. 

RDFC Community Grants are targeted to: 

Community-owned businesses or facilities

• Ambulance services
• Fire and rescue
• Hospitals and clinics
• Recreation centers
• Community centers
• Cafes and grocery stores

BEK Common Cents Grants helped support 
our local cooperative communities for 
decades. BEK Communications Cooperative 
still believes that supporting community 
projects and organizations in the 
communities throughout our service area 
is just common sense. But it was time to 
revise the program. 

The BEK Board of Directors developed the 
new Community Partnership Program (CPP) 
as a means to provide support through a 
structured program designed to meet the 
current and future needs of BEK-served 
communities. 

Go to www.bek.coop/coop/cpp for more 
information on the updated eligibility 
requirements and to fill out an application. 

Community-based projects

• Service groups
• Local clubs
• Youth groups
• School programs

All grant funds must be used for community or 
economic development projects. Grant funds are 
not for general operating costs. 

RDFC grant requests are a minimum of $500 and a 
maximum of $2,000. For every $1 of grant funds, 
grant applicants must match with at least $4 of 
funding from other sources. Proof of matching 
funds is required with the application. 

Applications for RDFC grants must be submitted 
to BEK Communications by November 30, 2020. 
For more information about RDFC grants, please 
visit ndarec.com/content/rdfc-rural-development-
finance-corporation

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE CORPORATION 
COMMUNITY GRANTS 

ANNOUNCING THE BEK COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 
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BEK WEST

Morton, Oliver, Burleigh, McLean, Emmons, Kidder, 
Logan, and McIntosh counties

• Approximately 98% of the mainline fiber is buried 
to the Morton South area. Connecting this fiber to 
the BEK network will happen in the Fall.

• Roughly 97% of drops to homes and businesses 
are finished.

• NID installs to new customers 100% complete.

• South Morton fiber splicing 87% done as crews 
stay close behind the fiber plows.

• Installation of individual services to South Morton 
homes and businesses expected to happen in 2021.

BEK EAST

Barnes, Griggs, Steele, and Cass counties

• 100% of the new mainline fiber is buried for the 
rural Hannaford area. Connecting this mainline to 
the BEK network will happen in the Fall.

• 100% of new rural Hannaford drops are done.

• NID installs are 100% done.

• Fiber splicing is 100% finished.

• Fiber construction is finished in the towns of 
Sutton, Walum and Laverne.

• Installation of individual services to the above 
areas expected to happen in 2021.

GLOSSARY

• Construction - Process of burying fiber optic cables 
and connecting them to the BEK Fiber network.

• Drop - Fiber that goes directly to the premises of a 
home or business.

• Mainline - Large fiber cable, or backbone, of the 
network that feeds all residential and business 
subscribers in an area. Mainline fiber connects to 
BEK Headquarters, then to the internet.

• NID Enclosure - Gray box on the side of your home/
business that connects your premises to the BEK 
Fiber network.

• Splicing - Method used to join two fiber cables 
together.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE PROTECTING YOUR
PRIVACY
As mandated by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC), BEK protects its 
customers’ personal information and 
Customer Proprietary Network Information 
(CPNI). As a BEK customer, it is important that 
you set up authorized account contacts and a 
password in order to manage your account. 

Without this information on file, to confirm 
your account and ensure your privacy, BEK is 
not able to discuss specific information with 
you regarding your account. We realize this 
may cause some frustration and we would 
like to avoid any inconvenience to you. 

We ask that you manage your account now 
so that when you contact BEK with questions 
or changes to your account, we are able to 
quickly assist you. 

BEK’s Privacy Policy:

• When you, or an authorized contact, stop 
by our office or call to discuss information 
on your account, BEK personnel will ask 
for a photo ID or the password previously 
supplied by you or other authorized 
contacts for your account. 

• If you are the only person listed on your 
account, you are the only one who can 
call to discuss or change your information 
with BEK. For example, your spouse will 
not be able to receive information unless 
he/she is an authorized contact on the 
account. 

• Each time a change is made to your 
record or account information is accessed 
(i.e., address changes, password changes, 
security questions utilized, etc.), you will 
receive a letter in the mail notifying you of 
such changes or access. 

If you have any questions about CPNI, 
authorized account contacts or account 
passwords, please call our office at  
1-888-475-2361 and we will be happy to  
assist you.
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NEW PHONE LISTINGS

NAME PHONE CITY NAME PHONE CITY 

Anderson, Scott 646-6654 Sanborn
Bauer, Curtis 945-2743 Hope
Boechler, Rebecca 734-6703 Wilton
CHS Dakota Plains Ag 646-6442 Sanborn
Dahms, Lillian 254-5723 Linton
Dazey Community Hall 733-3602 Dazey
Diamond D Plumbing 452-4350 Wishek
Dostert, Alan 633-5695 Buffalo
Driven Motors, LLC 673-3509 Menoken
Emmons County Record 254-4537 Linton
Feist, Jamie 354-0949 Baldwin
Gross, Donavan 332-6789 Napoleon
Grove, Candace 336-2466 Strasburg
Heidrich, Chris & Kasey 255-0828 Bismarck
Jasmann, Wade 867-2919 Tuttle

Johnson, Deborah 646-6642 Rogers
Knight, Kevin 490-3613 Valley City
Precision Installation 754-2124 Napoleon
  Service
Schauer, Joyce 452-2010 Wishek
Schneider, Susan 595-7713 Bismarck
Sperling, Norma 452-2023 Wishek
The Saloon 733-7462 Sibley
VanderWal, Warren F 475-4953 Steele
  & Bernice
Vetter, Kevin 452-2927 Wishek
Vogle, Raymond 733-0501 Sibley
Watkinson, Margaret 336-2470 Strasburg
Zeltinger, Jeremy 845-9915 Valley City

PROTECTING YOUR
PRIVACY

BEK SCHOLARSHIPS: A HISTORY OF HELPING
BEK HAS PROVIDED SCHOLARSHIPS FOR COLLEGE-BOUND STUDENTS 
IN OUR COOPERATIVE AREAS FOR MORE THAN 25 YEARS. YOU CAN BE  
A PART OF THAT TRADITION.

 

  $500 BEK Scholarships

You could qualify for a $500 scholarship for your 
first semester at an accredited college or university. 

Scholarship applicants must be a U.S. citizen and 
receive BEK Fiber-based services at the time of the 
application. BEK Fiber services must be provided to 
the parents of the student applicant if the student 
is a dependent of the parents; or applicant must 
receive BEK Fiber services as an individual if they 
are no longer a dependent of their parents as filed 
in the most recent federal tax filing. In the case of 
a business, the owner is considered the customer. 
Immediate families of BEK directors and BEK 
employees are not eligible to participate.

  University of Mary Scholarships

Each academic year, BEK awards two $1,250 
scholarships to students who are pursuing a degree 
in Mass Communications or Computer Information 
Systems (or a similar degree).

The nominee must be a BEK Cooperative member 
or BEK Fiber customer, or the dependent of a BEK 
cooperative member or BEK Fiber customer. 

  Valley City State University Scholarships

BEK awards a single $2,500 scholarship, or two 
$1,250 scholarships, each academic year to students 
who are pursuing a technology-related degree. 
The nominee must be a BEK Cooperative member 
or BEK Fiber customer, or the dependent of a BEK 
cooperative member or BEK Fiber customer. 

How to Apply

Go to www.bek.coop/coop/scholarships for 
information and applications for all BEK 
scholarships. 
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What does CPNI stand for?    

What does DCN stand for?   

1
What does BAND stand for?  2

3

TRIVIA ENTRY
ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 20, 2020.

Name: _______________________________________________________

Phone Number:  ______________________________________________

Town:  _______________________________________________________

Clip and send to BEK at:
PO Box 230, Steele, ND 58482.
 
You can also email answers to bekcomm@bektel.com. 
We will be drawing for twenty $5.00 credits to be applied to the winners’ bill.

CONGRATS! TO OUR BEACON 
JULY/AUGUST WINNERS.

Irene Brindle, Hazelton
Jean Aichele, Driscoll

Kathy McCormick, Menoken
Alice Matthews, Wishek
Francis Kuhn, Pettibone

Jane Schneider, Napoleon
Adeline Wolf, Dawson

Sandra Schmidt, Steele
Wally Becker, Napoleon
LaDean Schafer, Linton

Ann Moch, Kintyre
Beverly Zins, McKenzie

Agnes Ketterling, Wishek
Marcia Erdmann, Alice

Kenneth Weshnevski, Tower City
Kara Steier, Baldwin
Kim Dixon, Mandan

Mathew Guthmiller, Pettibone
Timothy Garey, Wilton 
Laura Goldade, Hague 

BEACON TRIVIA


