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DATES TO REMEMBER
BEK BILL PAYMENTS ARE DUE 
ON THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH

FEBRUARY 14 
VALENTINE’S DAY

FEBRUARY 15 
PRESIDENT’S DAY                 
VALLEY CITY STATE 
SCHOLOARSHIP DEALINE

FEBRUARY 17 
ASH WEDNESDAY

MARCH 3 
UNIVERSITY OF MARY 
SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE 

MARCH 3 
NATIONAL ANTHEM DAY

MARCH 8 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

MARCH 11 
BEK COMMUNICATIONS 
ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP 
DEADLINE

MARCH 14 
DAY LIGHT SAVINGS STARTS 
NATIONAL PI DAY

MARCH 17 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY

MARCH 20 
SPRING EQUINOX

MARCH 31 
NATIONAL FARM WORKERS DAY 
WORLD BACKUP DAY

APRIL 1 
APRIL FOOL’S DAY

APRIL 2 
GOOD FRIDAY

APRIL 4
EASTER                            
PASSOVER

APRIL 7
WORLD HEALTH DAY

APRIL 15 
TAX DAY

APRIL 22
EARTH DAY

These days, conventional wisdom would have you believe that anything 
west of the Appalachian Mountains and east of the Rockies is an Internet 
black hole—a vast expanse of land running on technology decades behind 
that of the Coasts.

But if you speak to a third-generation farmer in Langdon, a newspaper 
publisher in New Leipzig, or a performance horse breeder in Epping, 
you’ll soon learn that you don’t need to travel to Silicon Valley or New York 
City to find the best Internet speeds in America.

You can find them right here, in rural North Dakota.

According to recent data from the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC), more than three quarters of rural North Dakotans have access 
to fiber broadband, compared to only 20 percent of rural residents 
nationally. In fact, rural North Dakotans are more likely to have access to 
gigabit speeds than even urban Americans. 

So, how has a “flyover” state like North Dakota emerged as a national 
leader in broadband connectivity? 

Our unparalleled rural network can be traced back to 1953, when a group 
of North Dakota telephone cooperatives banded together to keep North 
Dakota connected. Today, almost 70 years later, this organization is known 
as the Broadband Association of North Dakota, or BAND.

HOW A “FLYOVER” STATE BECAME A NATIONAL 
LEADER IN BROADBAND CONNECTIVITY

continued on page 4



F R O M  T H E  C E O

DERRICK BULAWA 
Chief Executive Officer 

2020 - A YEAR OF 
CHALLENGES AND CHANGE

At the beginning of 2020, we had the year planned out. The BEK Sports 
winter season was already underway and broadcasting a full schedule. We 
designed BEK Fiber expansions in our East and West territories and prepared 
to plow as soon as the ground thawed. The Bismarck Bucks had playoff goals 
and the team to make it happen.   

By mid-March, everything changed. High school sports shut down across the 
state, and schools were going virtual. The Bismarck Bucks played one game 
before their season ended. Many of our local businesses were forced to 
downsize or close temporarily. 

Even though the world felt like chaos, we knew that our pandemic role would 
be to do what local telecommunications cooperatives do best: connecting 
people. 

To help our members and customers, we created the BEK Cares Initiative. 
The initiative had three main components: 

• BEK would double internet speeds for all customers at no additional 
charge. Customers with 250 Mbps now had 500 Mbps, 500 Mbps 
subscribers now had 1 Gbps, and customers with 1Gbps would be 
upgraded to 2.5 Gbps. BEK completed all 250 Mbps and 500 Mbps 
upgrades within two weeks. 

• A No Late Fee, No Disconnects policy for four months was implemented 
to keep people connected through the economic hardship of the 
shutdown.

• Households in BEK’s service areas that did not have BEK Lightband 
Internet would qualify for four months of free service. This gave people 
the tools to stay connected for education, work, and telehealth. 

Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai asked 
telecommunications companies around the nation to keep customers 
connected for at least 60 days and to relax usage limits that may restrict 
citizens from taking advantage of online programs that kept them learning, 
healthy, and employed. In a March 23rd press release, Chairman Pai praised 
BEK for going far above and beyond his request.  
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The BEK Beacon is a bimonthly newsletter 
published by BEK Communications,  
© 2021. It is distributed without charge 
to all customers.

BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE
was founded in 1952 as a local 
telecommunications cooperative serving 
Burleigh, Emmons and Kidder Counties. 
Since then, we’ve invested in state-of-the-art 
infrastructure, developed new products and 
services, and expanded to also serve Morton, 
Oliver, McLean, Logan, McIntosh, Barnes, 
Griggs, Cass, and Steele counties. BEK has 
changed quite a bit in 67 years, but we’re still 
a small-town cooperative at heart.

BEK COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE 

888-475-2361

P.O. Box 230 
200 East Broadway
Steele, ND 58482

325 2nd St. NW
Valley City, ND 58072

923 Interstate Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58503

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DISTRICT I

Secretary/Treasurer Shane Morris
Regan
Sanford Williams
Wing

DISTRICT II
Bob Subart
Robinson
President Brett Stroh
Tappen

DISTRICT III

Vice President Kevin Bernhardt
Linton
Vickie Martin
Linton
Leo Meier
Hague

DISTRICT IV

William (Bill) Becker
Wishek
Gerald Burlack
Wishek

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021

continued on page 3
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The E-Rate Program helps ensure affordable        
high-speed internet access for schools and libraries. 

To get started, first find out if you qualify for 
discounted internet service. 

Go to www.usac.org/e-rate/get-started and see if you 
qualify for the program definition of a school or 
library. If you are unsure of your status, you may 
need to contact a local administrative agency such as 
the State Department of Education. 

Additionally, the USAC website leads you through 
the process of selecting service providers, applying 
for discounts, and starting services. For support, log 
into your account on the website and use the Contact 
Us link to create a Customer Service Case.  

E-RATE DISCOUNT
PROGRAM

Keeping you connected to your communities 
is essential to us, too. Through the Spring and 
Summer, BEK ran free church service broadcasts 
on BEK digital television and statewide on BEK TV 
through KNDB, KNDM, and KRDK. For individuals 
whose churches did not run in-person services or 
high-risk people could not attend church services, 
these broadcasts brought a sense of normalcy and 
spiritual comfort. 

Between March and July, we fielded more than 
17,000 phone calls, laid more than 16,000 feet of 
fiber on the ground, upgraded internet speeds for 
more than 8,000 customers, and set up 400 new 
BEK Connect Universal Communications software 
clients for small businesses. 

Thankfully, 2021 is looking better. BEK TV 
broadcasted the majority of the Fall season and 
is looking forward to a full Spring season with 
minimal interruptions. Our BEK Fiber expansion 
in Morton County is on schedule, with hundreds 
of new customers getting services connected. And 
we’re excited about the possibility of getting back 
on the football field and seeing fans in the stands. 

BEK Communications is fortunate to be in the 
business of providing a wide variety of world-
class communications services, entertainment, 
and human connections at a time in history when 
people need it the most. We couldn’t have done it 
without the hard work, resilience, and creativity our 
employees, members, and customers displayed 
throughout last year. 

continued from page 2

All of us at BEK were 
sad to learn of Neil 
Beitelspacher’s passing 
on January 14, 2021. He 
was an example of true 
North Dakota grit, faith, 
and leadership. 

We cannot express how 
instrumental Neil was in 
the vision and success 
of BEK Communications, 
and how much his 
influence still lives in the 
company today. 

Thank you, Neil, for your service to family, community, 
church, and to BEK Communications Cooperative.

At the 2010 Annual Meeting, Neil was presented with a 
plaque for his service, and we interviewed him about 
the roots of the cooperative and what it took to build 
communications in the 1950’s. 
Go to http://www.bit.ly/neilbek to watch
the interview. 

NEIL BEITELSPACHER
Last of the Original BEK Founders



The 15 member organizations that form BAND have laid over 40,000 miles of fiber 
across the state, changing the lives of folks across North Dakota. But if you ask the 
people doing the work, they’ll tell you that they’re just doing what North Dakotans 
have always done: working hard, supporting one another, and pioneering new 
solutions to meet the needs of their neighbors.

“The members of BAND have taken it very seriously to deploy fiber optic facilities 
throughout the state,” said Keith Larson, Chief Executive Officer of Dakota Central, a 
BAND member organization. “Thanks to the collective efforts of the BAND members, 
we’ve been able to be one of the most connected states in the U.S.”

Getting Farther, Together

It all started at Bismarck’s Patterson Hotel. In March 1953, directors from nine North 
Dakota telephone cooperatives gathered there with a goal to guard against unfavorable legislation, share information and 
resources, and ensure that 
high-quality telephone service remained available across North Dakota.

At the time of that fateful first meeting, a majority of rural North Dakota residents still relied on party-line service, in which 
wires were strung from pole to pole and long distance calls were prohibitively expensive. Today, rural areas of the state 
have access to some of the fastest and most affordable broadband technology anywhere in the nation. And while the 
technology that these companies provide has evolved over the past six decades, their mission—to ensure the highest 
quality communication technology is accessible to all North Dakotans—has not wavered.

In 1996, this mission led 14 BAND member companies to form the Dakota Carrier Network (DCN), a high-speed, 
large-capacity fiber backbone that spans the entire state. In this symbiotic relationship, BAND serves as a representative 
body, providing advocacy and education for its member organizations, while DCN serves as the single point-of-contact for 
the North Dakota businesses and government networks—including all K-12 schools, colleges and universities—who rely 

on the over 40,000 miles of fiber 
optic cabling deployed across the 
state.

Collaboration between the 
providers that make up DCN and 
BAND has laid the groundwork for 
innovation in our state, including 
an unprecedented educational 
technology system. In July 2019, 
DCN successfully connected 
every K-12 school in the state to 
fiber-based one-gigabit Internet, 
becoming the first state in the 
nation to achieve this milestone. 

Now all North Dakota schools, 
regardless of size or location, have 
access to the same high-speed 
internet. 

Then, in March 2020, thousands of 
North Dakota students suddenly 

needed to complete their school year remotely due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Rural broadband providers were able to 
connect 99.8% of North Dakota students to high-speed home Internet in just a matter of weeks—all because a group of 
telephone cooperatives realized, more than half a century ago, that they could get farther by working together.

continued from page 1
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Serving Our Neighbors 

If this spirit of collaboration is what paved the way for a broadband revolution in North Dakota, then a commitment 
to the people they serve is what keeps rural broadband providers charging ahead. 

The member companies that form BAND and DCN continue to bring state-of-the-art technology to their 
communities not because it is profitable, but because it’s the right thing to do. Because unlike large national 
corporations, they are serving their neighbors, not just faceless customers.

They are serving people like Sean Feil, who 
farms barley, wheat, and soybeans 20 miles 
from Langdon. Before BAND member United 
Communications dug fiber out to Sean’s farm, if 
he needed to look up equipment on the Internet, 
he had to drive all the way back into town. 

Now, a point-to-point Internet connection allows 
Sean to keep up-to-date on markets, weather, 
and equipment right from the field. But more 
importantly, broadband allows Sean to spend 
more time with his wife and their three young 
children.

“During the busy times, I can still stay in touch 
with my wife and ask how things are going back 
home,” he said. “And every night before bed, I 
FaceTime my kids to say goodnight and tell them I love them.”

They are serving people like Gene Vandeberg, owner of Sandhill Performance Quarter Horses near Epping, who 
uses services offered by Northwest Communications Cooperative (NCC) to take care of his horses. Before he had 
access to broadband that allowed him to check on his horses at night, Gene was often forced to get out of bed to 
go check on them.  

“I was lucky if I’d get four or five hours of sleep a night, and checking on the horses took up to 45 minutes,” he said. 
“Now, I can look at the cameras to check on the horses, and I can be done in 10 minutes.”

And they are serving people like Jill Friesz, the owner of a rural publishing 
house who is on a mission to save small-town newspapers from going 
extinct. When Jill took over the Grant County News 15 years ago, creating 
a newspaper by hand was a day-long process, not including the actual 
reporting, writing, and distribution. 

But now, thanks to high-speed Internet from her local broadband provider, 
WRT, Jill can create and distribute a paper in a fraction of the time. 

“Broadband has completely changed the newspaper industry,” Jill said. 
“The sky’s the limit for us. We can really do anything that anybody else can 
do, especially now that we’re connected to the world.”

For the 15 local broadband providers that make up BAND, people like Sean, 
Gene, and Jill are the reason North Dakota continues to provide the fastest, most reliable Internet in the nation. 

Stories like theirs prove that you don’t need to move to the Coasts to live a prosperous and fulfilling life; with the 
Internet at their fingertips, North Dakotans can continue to live in the rural communities they love while building 
their businesses, accessing the highest quality of education, and staying connected to the rest of the world.

Working together to serve our neighbors—it’s how North Dakota emerged as a nationwide leader in broadband 
connectivity almost 70 years ago, and how we will continue to lead for many decades to come.
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NEW PHONE LISTINGS

Adams Michael & Pamela 663-7184 Mandan
Adams Patricia & Scott 663-6889 Mandan
Anderson Elizabeth 663-4883 Huff
Ault Al & Linda 663-5395 Mandan
Aune Karla 667-1368 Mandan
Bahm Robert & Carlene 663-0375 Mandan
Barstad Obert & Cynthia 663-3970 Mandan
Bauer Shane 663-3145 Fort Rice
Baumgartner Fred 663-6959 Mandan
Belohlavek Belinda 663-3827 Mandan
Benz James & Phylis 877-1168 Mandan
Berger Carl 223-0746 Mandan
Berger Dennis 221-2756 Mandan
Berger Kelly 663-2167 Mandan
Berger Pat 663-7083 Mandan
Berger Patty & Randy 667-9494 Mandan
Boehm John 667-4345 Mandan
Burghart Kelvin 663-1671 Mandan
Caranicas John 877-1103 Mandan
Charvat Dale 663-6379 Mandan
Charvat Elda 663-5028 Mandan
Craine Jason 415-0332 Mandan
Davidson Michael & Lisa 663-5018 Mandan
Diegel Violet 452-4654 Wishek
Drummond John & Rebecca 490-3642 Valley City
Fleck Dustin 663-2002 Mandan
Goehring Ryan 254-4594 Linton
Goettle Shane 663-0885 Mandan
Griffin Joel & Rebecca 663-7203 Mandan
Griffin Roger 663-8784 Mandan
Grosz Denita 667-8737 Mandan
Grosz Donald & Peggy 663-3981 Mandan
Gulke Jerel 224-0138 Bismarck
Gustin Allan 663-1230 Mandan
Gustin Sharon 663-3810 Mandan
Hatcher Dianne 733-2221 Sibley
Haugen Dale 663-1538 Mandan
Hegstad Gerald & Loretta 663-2633 Mandan
Helbling Leroy & Rosemary 663-0200 Mandan
Hertz Jake 663-2048 Mandan
Hilzendeger Betty 754-2778 Napoleon
Hodny William 663-6646 Mandan
Hoffer Donavan 327-8287 Tappen
Horner Gilbert 782-4243 Kintyre
Johnson William 754-2581 Napoleon

Kalvoda Anton 663-7940 Mandan
Kalvoda Jim & Kathy 663-4480 Mandan
Karabensh Dolores & Mark 663-3188 Mandan
Larson Keith & Deb 663-4427 Mandan
Laubner Larry 663-9323 Mandan
Mandan Municipal Airport 663-0271 Mandan
Mandan Municipal Airport  663-0669 Mandan
Legenfelder John 255-3105 Bismarck
Love’s Travel Stops 760-5015 Valley City
McDonald’s  #39547 490-3637 Minot
Messmer Gary 415-0339 Mandan
Miller Don 663-7293 Huff
Miller Kenneth & Bonnie 415-0308 Fort Rice
Miller Randy & Kim 663-0036 Mandan
Mosset Lorraine 452-4538 Wishek
Nelson Dennis & Carla 667-2981 Mandan
Nelson Dorothy 667-9069 Mandan
Olsen Duane 663-7287 Mandan
Olsen Ethan 667-1180 Mandan
Olson Cindy 673-3661 Bismarck
Oswald Jody 877-1101 Mandan
Peterson Lee 255-4961 Mandan
Plummer Judy 663-3076 Mandan
Rhone Rick Jr & Dawn 663-3283 Mandan
Rhone Lisa & Randy 415-0338 Mandan
Schaff Al 663-4433 Huff
Schlafmann Verdeen 943-2824 Wing
Schmidt Cheryllyn 663-8443 Mandan
Schmidt Erna 663-7174 Mandan
Schwartzbauer Jim 663-0711 Mandan
Silbernagel Jackie & Dan 204-7924 Bismarck
Smith Stephen A 663-7212 Mandan
Spilman Tim 663-4948 Mandan
Stastny Glenn Jr 663-8354 Mandan
Stastny Glenn Sr 415-0336 Mandan
Svihla Rosalie 663-5819 Mandan
Taylor Marc 663-0715 Mandan
Voigt Rosalie 663-7739 Mandan
Wetsch Robert 663-0340 Mandan
Willenbring Roys & Elaine 663-7436 Mandan
Wisdom David 663-9330 Mandan
Wisdom David & Jan 415-0330 Mandan
Wolski Lyle 663-2583 Mandan

NAME PHONE CITY NAME PHONE CITY 
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BEK Communications is pleased to provide this 
annual update to our members and customers, as 
an important service and as required by the Federal 
Communications Commission. 

The National Do-Not-Call Registry gives you a choice 
and a voice.  You can choose whether or not you wish 
to receive telemarketing calls via your home and/or 
mobile phone(s). 

Once you register, commercial telemarketers are 
not permitted to call any residential or mobile 
number you list on the registry.  The only exception 
is a business with whom you have an existing 
relationship as well as certain non-profit and political 
organizations.  

To register any residential telephone number, 
including wireless, on the National Do-Not-Call 
Registry, at no cost to you: 

Inclusion of your telephone number on the National 
Do-Not-Call Registry is effective thirty-one (31) days 
following registration. 

• If you receive an unwanted call after your 
number has been on the registry for 31 days 
or more, you may report this to the Federal 
Trade Commission using their online form at 
donotcall.gov/report.html#step1.

You may remove your number from the list at any time.

NATIONAL DO-NOT-CALL
REGISTRY 

NATIONAL DO-NOT-CALL REGISTRY 
1-888-382-1222

TTY: 1-866-290-4236 OR
WWW.DONOTCALL.GOV

Lifeline is a federal program that offers a discount to 
qualified customers on their monthly telephone or 
internet service.

Home Telephone or Broadband Assistance
Effective 12/1/2020, Lifeline will provide a discount up 
to $9.25 on your monthly bill for broadband service, or 
a discount up to $5.25 on your monthly bill for 
telephone service.

This program is available to all BEK Communications 
Cooperative exchanges (excludes portions of: rural 
Bismarck, rural Morton/Oliver County and Valley City 
area exchanges). Do you qualify for Lifeline assistance? 
To be eligible for Lifeline, you must be enrolled in a 
qualifying program. Qualifying programs include: 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), 
Medicaid, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Federal 
Public Housing Assistance (FPHA), Veterans Pension or 
Survivors Benefit or if your income is 135% or less than 
the federal poverty guidelines.

Apply Online:
You can apply online at CheckLifeline.org . Once you 
have filled out the information, you will find out if 
you qualify for Lifeline assistance. You will need the 
following information to apply online:

• Full legal name
• Date of birth
• Last 4 digits of your SSN
• Address

If you receive an error message, please contact the 
National Lifeline program at 1-800-234-9473 for 
additional help.

LIFELINE ASSISTANCE
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North Dakota is sometimes called a                                         state. 

What is the fastest BEK lightband internet speed?? 

1
How many member organizations form BAND?2

3

TRIVIA ENTRY
ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 1, 2021.

Name: ______________________________________

Phone Number: _____________________________

Town: _______________________________________

Clip and send to BEK at:
PO Box 230, Steele, ND 58482.
 
You can also email answers to 
bekcomm@bektel.com. 
We will be drawing for twenty $5.00 credits 
to be applied to the winners’ bill.

CONGRATS! TO OUR BEACON 
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER WINNERS.

Ken Weshnevski - Tower City

Lynette Simons - Baldwin

Lisa Johnson - Fargo

Jerome Rutschke - Zeeland

Julie Fornshell - Bismarck

Eunice Nelson - Napoleon

Lenora Glasser - Linton

Earl Erdmann - Embden

Reggie Bettenhausen - Wishek

Bryan McNeal - Strasburg

BEACON TRIVIA

Use a motion detector to trigger alerts when there is movement around 
your property. Pair it with additional devices like security cameras and 
environmental controls. It's a $73.33 value, yours FREE!

Sign up today and receive
a free Motion Detector! 

Basic Bundle
PROTECT

*Based on a 36 Month agreement. Included when purchased with BEK Protect Basic Bundle 
($299.99) with service and support for $19.99/mo. Additional devices may be purchased.

Michael Kainz - Hope

James Fleck - Mandan

JoAnn Trader - Oriska

Leona Huber - Strasburg

Jessi Subart - Robinson

Jim Porter - Wilton

Clay Jacob - Linton

Doreen Ryan - Valley City

Milo Dyk - Strasburg

Marcene Hoffmann - Wheatland


