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BEK INVESTS IN COMMUNITIES SERVED 

Tappen Fire Department Receives Grant to Purchase New Truck 

 

(Steele, ND) - BEK Communications Cooperative announces six new recipients of grant dollars 

through the BEK Community Partnership Program (CPP).  Those recipients are:  Central Dakota 

Children’s Choir, Elks Camp Grassick, Napoleon Ambulance Service, Tuttle Senior Citizens, 

Wishek Elementary School, and Tappen Fire Department. 

 

“Community is the heart of our mission.  When we support local organizations, we help to build 

stronger communities,” says Brett Stroh, BEK Board President. 

 

The BEK Board of Directors created the CPP to meet the current and future needs of the 

communities BEK serves.  Throughout the year, BEK receives grant applications from various 

organizations. Each April and October, the BEK Board of Directors choose new applicants. 

 

Tappen Fire Department has most recently been granted $5,000.  Brice Barnick is one of the 

department’s volunteer firefighters and serves on the department’s Board of Directors.  He says 

the money will be used to purchase a new truck.  “The new vehicle will benefit the community 

because it will be much more dependable,” says Barnick.  “It has better lighting and includes a 

foaming unit, two hoses, and stores 300 gallons of water.” 

 

The Tappen Fire Department was established in 1929 and is dispatched numerous times 

throughout the year, primarily to interstate incidents.  The department currently owns three 

trucks; the last time it purchases a new vehicle was in 1970.   

 

“Having a strong cooperative in our area is so beneficial for the strength of our community,” 

says Barnick.  “We’re very grateful that BEK is here and chooses to give back to small towns 

like ours.” 

 

To learn more about the BEK Community Partnership Program, or to fill out an application, log 

onto bek.coop/cpp. 

 

BEK Communications Cooperative, founded in 1952, is a communications services company headquartered in 

Steele, North Dakota. In the last 69 years, the cooperative has grown to include branch offices in Bismarck and 

Valley City and now serves more than 12,000 customers. BEK provides fiber-based voice, Gigabit broadband, and 

IP television services; cloud-based security, automation, surveillance, voice, and storage services; and hospital and 

business communications solutions in North Dakota. The cooperative also provides statewide sports broadcasting 

and national news reports on the BEK TV Network, and television content across North Dakota.  BEK emphasizes 

their fast, friendly, local service experience and a broad portfolio of high-quality communications, enterprise, 

broadcasting, and advertising services. 

 


